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e publication of U of A researcher 
David Schindler's study regard- 
ing toxins in the Athabasca river and 
their relation to tar sands development 
should remind Albertans of a few un- 
fortunate truths. For starters, though 
Schindler's work shows clear differences 
between the river up- and downstream 
of tar sands sites, the fact that govern- 
ment is still clinging to its assertions 
that the world's largest industrial project 
is having no discernible impact on sur- 
rounding air and water quality should 
remind us where their priorities lie: on 
economic gain unfettered by any hint of 
responsibility to the people. That may be 
an acceptable if inadvisable position for 
the corporations who are extracting the 
resource, but for a democratically elect- 
ed government, that's a disgrace. 
However, it should also serve as a re- 
minder that global warming, while the 
direst threat to our environment and 
ourselves that we face, is nevertheless 
not the only good reason to work towards 
sustainability and zero-impact prosper- 
ity. The events of Climategate—which, it 
needs to be said, do not throw into ques- 
tion the mounds ofindependent research 
that took place outside the University of 
East Anglia's Climatic Research Unit— 
have lead some to question our efforts to 


reduce our ecological footprint, but even 
if anthropocentric global warming were 
an elaborately constructed myth, one 
would have to never leave the farm to not 
notice the profound negative effects hu- 
mans have had on the earth. 

If water quality in the Athabasca is 
not enough for you, why not look next 
door, where Sherwood Park has the 
highest rate of asthma in the indus- 
trial world—the consequences of living 
downwind of refinery row. Or look to 
our oceans, where our ceaseless hun- 
ger for seafood has already collapsed 
at least one seeming inexhaustible fish 
stock—Newfoundland cod—and is on 
the verge of doing the same to count- 
less others, from bluefin tuna to sharks. 
Rain forest deforestation, encroaching 
desertification following intensified 


farming methods, the destruction of 


coral reefs—our impacts are Ceaseless 
and almost roundly devastating. 

With the two-week Copenhagen sum- 
mit, our attention will rightly be fo- 
cused on mitigating and slowing the 
effects of global warming, and as the 
editorial on the facing page says, that is 
likely the issue that will define history's 
view of our age. But don't let's assume 
that our imminent doom is the only 
motivation to protect our environment: 
I'm sure the people of Fort Chipewyan 
will agree that clean drinking water is 
justas good areason. W 
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ETHICS TRUMPS EASE 


would like to address the health con- 
cerns raised by Connie Howard, via 
Lierre Keith's book("Unwelcome news 
to vegans,” Noy 26 - Dec 2, 2009). 
Saturated fat comes from several 
plant sources: tropical oils, such as co- 
conut and palm, dark chocolate, and 
nuts. Coconut oil and dark chocolate 
far exceed saturated fat per weight 
(between 70 and 80 percent) than 
meat or animal by-products. Choles- 
terol is produced naturally in animals, 
including humans (roughly 800 - 
1000 mg/day), in sufficient amounts. 
We do not need external sources. 
Vegans get long-chain fatty acids 
from two sources: either directly from 
micro-algae (spirulina), or through 
conversion of parent omega fatty ac- 
ids. Sources for omega 3 include flax- 
seed, hempseed, canola oil, walnuts, 
butternuts, greens and soy. Sources 
for omega 6 include sunflower, saf- 
flower, corn and grapeseed oils, seeds, 
walnuts, and grains. As registered di- 
eticians Brenda Davis and Vesanto Me- 
lina point out in their book Becoming 
Vegan, “Most experts agree that ade- 
quate conversion [of long chain omega 
3s] can take place, providing sufficient 
[omega 3s are] consumed and factors 
that can depress conversion enzymes 
[such as excessive omega 6s, alcohol, 


saturated fats, and cholesterol, and 
insufficient calories, protein, vitamins 
and minerals] are minimized.” Ani- 
mals cannot produce essential fatty ac- 
ids, and must obtain them from those 
plants that do. The DHA and EPA con- 
tained in fish, for example, is acquired 
by them from micro-algae, which hu- 
mans can directly consume. 

I think an important question needs 
to be answered by those who recog- 
nize the cruelty of current agricul- 
tural practices: if veganism could be 
as healthy as an omnivorous diet, 
would people be vegan? I think many 
would, upon honest reflection, say 
no. The taste of meat is too much ofa 
pull on their ethics, and the sense of 
unease from this is shifted to an argu- 
ment from health. Health in vegans is 
a real concern because society makes 
it difficult, not because biology makes 
it difficult. Veganism can be healthy, 
though convenience is sacrificed. 
What sort of force should convenience 
have on our ethics? 

WARREN BOWEN 


DON'T GET DEPRESSED, VEGANS 


Mie of meat eaters suffer from 
depression and millions of veg- 
ans don't ("Unwelcome news to veg- 
ans," Nov 26 - Dec 2, 2009). In light of 
this, it's difficult to see a bona fide con- 
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nection between a balanced vegan diet 
and depression. With all due respect to 
Lierre Keith, her personal experience is 
simply an interesting story, not medi- 
cal science. Suppose in her case eating 
meat did directly relieve her depres 
sion: it’s surprising but hardly a usual 
or expected outcome. 

Serotonin isn't itself manufactured 
from cholesterol or fatty acids, and 
it's far more accurate to say it's a fail- 
ure of serotonin to cross the "open 
space”—no cholesterol products evet 
involved—"between nerve cells” that 
may result in depression. Would Ms 
Howard be so ready to hop aboard if 
a doctor published a book claiming 
that on the basis of a single patient's 
experience, she had concluded that, 
say, penicillin cures depression? 


’ WILLIAM H. VEDERMAN, MD 


In scientific jour- 
n is no longer whether 
‘to blame, but how little time 
t left to limit the damage. Yet 
fi tlds response has been feeble 
Climate change has been caused over 
centuries, has consequences that will 

dure for all time and our prospects of 
taming it will be determined in the next 
14 days. We call on the representatives of 
the192 countries gathered in Copenhagen 
not to hesitate, not to fall into dispute, not 
to blame each other but to seize oppor- 
tunity from the greatest modern failure 
of politics. This should not be a fight be- 
tween the rich world and the poor world, 
or between east and west. Climate change 
affects everyone, and must be solved by 
everyone. : 

The science is complex but the facts are 
clear. The world needs to take steps to 
limit temperature rises to 2C, an aim that 
will require global emissions to peak and 
begin falling within the next five to 10 
years. A bigger rise of 3- 4C—the smallest 
increase we can prudently expect to fol- 
low inaction—would parch continents, 


TD 


Tn 


sirens 


turning farmland into desert. Half of all 
Species could become extinct, untold mil- 
_ lions of people would be displaced, whole 
nations drowned by the sea. The contro- 
versy over emails by British researchers 
that suggest they tried to suppress in- 
convenient data has muddied the waters 
but failed to dent the mass of evidence on 
which these predictions are based. 
Few believe that Copenhagen can any 
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's judgment on this generation _ 


“world covering how the burden offighting 


climate change will be divided—and how 
we will share a newly precious resource: 
the trillion or so tonnes of carbon that we 
can emit before the mercury rises to dan- 
gerous levels. 

Rich nations like to point to the arithme- 
tic truth that there can be no solution until 
developing giants suchas China take more 
radical steps than they have so far. But the 


But the rich world is responsible for most of the 
accumulated carbon in the atmosphere—three- 


quarters of all carbon dioxide emitted since 1850. It 
must now take a lead, and every developed country 
must commit to deep cuts which will reduce their 

emissions within a decade to very substantially less 


than their 1990 level. 


longer produce a fully polished treaty; real 
Progress towards one could only begin 
with the arrival of President Obama in the 
White House and the reversal of years of 
US. obstructionism. Even now the world 
finds itself at the mercy of American do- 
mestic politics, for the president cannot 
fully commit to the action required until 
the U.S, Congress has done so. 

But the politicians in Copenhagen can 
and must agree the essential elements ofa 
fair and effective deal and, crucially, a firm 
timetable for turning it into a treaty. Next 
June's UN climate meeting in Bonn should 
betheir deadline. As one negotiatorputit: 
"We can go into extra time but we can't af- 
ford a replay." 


At the deal's heart must be a settlement 
between the rich worldand the developing 


‘ich world is responsible for most of the 
accumulated carbon in the atmosphere— 
three-quarters of all carbon dioxide emit- 
ted'since 1850. Itmust now take alead, and 
every developed country must commit to 
deep cuts which will reduce their emis- 
sions within a decade to very substantially 
less than their 1990 level. 

Developing countries can point out they 
did not cause the bulk of the problem, and 
also that the poorest regions of the world 
will be hardest hit. But they will increas- 
ingly contribute to warming, and must 
thus pledge meaningful and quantifiable 
action of their own. Though both fell short 
of what some had hoped for, the recent 
commitments to emissions targets by the 
world's biggest polluters, the United States 
and China, were important steps in the 
right direction, 
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Social justice demands that the indus- 
trialized world digs deep into its pockets 
and pledges cash to help poorer countries 
adapt to climate change, and clean tech- 
nologies to enable them to grow econom- 
ically without growing their emissions. 
The architecture of a future treaty must 
also be pinned down—with rigorous 
multilateral monitoring, fair rewards for 
protecting forests and the credible assess- 
ment of "exported emissions” so that the 
burden can eventually be more equitably 
shared between those who produce pol- 
luting products and those who consume 
them. And fairness requires that the 
burden placed on individual developed 
countries should take into account their 
ability to bear it; for instance, newer EU 
members, often much poorer than “old 
Europe,” must not suffer more than their 
richer partners. 

The transformation will be costly, but 
many times less than the bill for bailing 
out global finance—and far less costly 
than the consequences of doing nothing. 

Many of us, particularly in the developed 
world, will have to change our lifestyles. 
The era of flights that cost less than the 
taxiride to the airportis drawing toaclose, 
We will have to shop, eat and travel more 
intelligently. We will have to pay more for 
our energy, and use less of it. 

But the shift to a low-earbon society 
holds out the prospect of more opportu- 
nity than sacrifice. Already some coun- 
tries have recognized that embracing 
the transformation can bring growth, 
jobs and better quality lives. The flow of 
capital tells its own story: last year for the 
first time more was invested in renewable 
forms of energy than producing electric- 
ity from fossil fuels. 


Kicking our carbon habit within a few 
short decades will Tequire a feat of en- 
gineering and innovation to match any- 
thing in our history, But whereas putting 
aman on the moon or splitting the atom 
were born of conflict and competition, 
the coming carbon race must be driven 
by a collaborative effort to achieve collec 
tive salvation. 

Overcoming climate change will take 
a triumph of optimism over pessimism, 
of vision over short-sightedness, of what 
Abraham Lincoln called "the better angels 
of our nature.” 


itis in that spirit that more than 56 news- 
papers from around the world have united 
behind this editorial. If we, with such dif- 
ferent national and political Perspectives, 
can agree on what must be done, then 
surely our leaders can too. 

The politicians in Copenhagen have 
the power to shape history's judgment 
on this generation: one that saw a chal- 
lenge and rose to it, or one so stupid that 
We saw calamity coming but did nothing 
to avert it. We implore them to make the 
right choice. V 


This editorial was published by more than 

56 newspapers around the world in 20 lan- 

guages including Chinese, Arabic and Rus- 

sian. The text was drafted by a Guardian 

team during more than a month of consulta- 

tions with editors from more than 20 of the 
papers involved. Vue Weekly published itin 
solidarity, under creative commons license, 
to show the world that even in the heart of 
tar sands country, there are those of us who 
understand the dire threat global-warming 
presents to us and hope for our leaders to 
make the right choice. 
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CLIMATE // COPENHAGEN 


Canada not so FAB at Copenhagen 


Canadian delegation unfortunately lives up to expecations during first days of UN climate summit 


SPECIAL TO VUE WEEKLY 


A‘ the opening of the UN climate 
mmit in Copenhagen, Canada 
came out strong in the worst way pos- 
By the end of day one, Canada al- 
ready received its first "Fossil ofthe Day” 
award for an unwillingness to negotiate 
towards a fair, ambitious and binding 
y. Unfortunately, no one was 


government in Copenha- 


mate Change, ratified by 192 countries 
to provide the framework that the UN 
climate negotiations are based upon, 
asserts "the largest share of historical 
and current global emissions of green- 
house gases has originated in devel- 
oped countries.” The Convention offers 
further guidance that actions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions "should be 
made on the basis of equity and in ac- 
cordance with common but differenti- 
ated responsibilities" of developed and 

_ developing nations. 

_ "Common but differentiated respon- 
sibility is a matter of justice for people 
who have not contributed to climate 
change to be assisted and be given 
technology they cannot afford so that 
they can mitigate and adapt," said 
Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate from Kenya. "Otherwise it is 
carbon injustice.” _ 

According to the World Bank, widely 
considered a conservative source, 75 
percent of the historical emissions that 
created the climate crisis came from 
20 percent of the world's population 
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in developed countries. Meanwhile, 75 
percent of the impacts of the climate 
crisis are experienced in the developing 
world. There is a direct inverse relation- 
ship between where the crisis was cre- 
ated and where the effects of the crisis 
are being felt. 

"So many debts are owed from the 
North to the South that have gone 
unpaid—debts for colonial pillage and 
slavery," said Naomi Klein at the Kli- 
maForum in Copenhagen. "Economists 
and political scientists have been mak- 
ing the case to no avail for years. But the 
case for climate debt is stronger than 
any other of these historical debts be- 
fore, because 192 countries signed the 
climate convention—which recognizes 


" the principle of historical responsibil- 


ity. This is a winnable case.” 


This is not about charity; it's about 
taking responsibility for the problem 
developed countries caused. A .team 
of UN scientists estimated the cost of 
responding to the reality of climate- 


change and bypassing fossil fuels and - 


adopting green technologies at around 

$600 billion a year, It sounds like a lot, 

though it is less than the funding that 
the banks got in the recent bailout. 

But in Canada a contentious reality 
of taking responsibility for the climate 
crisis is absolute emissions reductions 
that are ambitious. : 

"We are here to tell the world, as the 
indigenous peoples of North America 
we will not sit on the side lines as the 
American and Canadian governments 
systematically kill international climate 
negotiations in the interest of promot- 
ing dirty fossil fuel development such 
as the tar sands in Northern Alberta,” 
says Clayton Thomas-Muller, tar sands 
campaigner for the Indigenous Envi- 
ronmental Network. 

Canada has increased emissions from 
1990 levels by 26 percent, mainly due to 
the expansion of tar sands extraction 
as a secure supply of oil for the US fol- 
lowing the invasion of Iraq. And under 
a business-as-usual scenario, the tar 

sands in Alberta and Saskatchewan will 
account for 95 percent of the growth in 


Canada’s industrial emissions between 
now and 2020 

"Canada is among the top 10 polluters 
in the world on a per capita, absolute 
and cumulative scale,” said Kimia Gho- 
meshi of the Canadian Youth Climate 
Coalition. "The Canadian government 
should face economicand political con- 
sequences for being complicit in the cli- 
mate crisis.” 

After signing and ratifying the Kyoto 
Protocol, Canada is the only country in 
the world to openly announce no inten- 
tion of achieving its targets. This re- 
veals the importance of legally-binding 
agreements witheconomicand political 
consequences for causing the climate 
crisis. But the world will not know until 
December 18 whether we get a FAB deal 
coming out of Copenhagen. W 


Jeh Custer is a delegate with the Canadian 
Youth Delegation to Copenhagen. Check 
back December 17 for Jeh's reports on prog- 
ress in Copenhagen and visit cydcopenha- 
gen.org/ for live reports from the interna- 
tional climate summit. 
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[COMMENT >> MEDIA ee 
Unintended consequences 


The Internet was built on collaboration and freedom 


At Fresh Hot Type, the after-party for : 


the Fresh Media Festival on October : The best part about the internet—the : 


24, local media arts group W2 provided z user ingenuity, grassroots innovation, : to avoid is innovative content or ser. 


: and open collaboration—came not : vices that come from users rather than 


from the Internet's architects or : rigid old telecom companies. Ground 


ISPs, but from what Jonahan : 


a letterpress with which partygoers 
could experiment. The idea was 
that as the Djs spin in the 
background, participants 
could creatively express 
themselves by using the 

letterpress, Ink and paper. 

Not satisfied with what 

seemed like the natural lim- 
its of the medium, participants 
soon began writing words and ex- 
pressions on both their own and each 
other's bodies and acting out the words 
on the dance floor. 


"unintended consequences." |, however, 


there are negative consequences to al- 
lowing an ISP to slow access to a radi- 


still very much in an embryonic stage 
of development. Most major ISPs are 
slowing access to bittorent and this 
limits our online choice of services and 


content, it limits individuals and com- : 
panies that would innovate with this : 
technology, and it stifles those who : 
would have liked to express themselves : 


through its applications. 


But now | think | may have got it all : 
wrong—what we want most from the : 
Internet is actually just that: unintend- : 
ed consequences. The original architects : 
of the Internet didn't expect, intend : 
and couldn't have even have imagined : 
an Internet that would include bittor- : 
rent, Twitter, Skype, Google, Yelp etc : 

» They simply produced a neutral : 
network where users could freely in- : 


Here’s your opportunity 
to save lives. 


_ Edmonton 
| Donor Clinic 
| 8249 - 114 Street 


| Monday - Friday 

| 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
| 3:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


| Book your life 
Saving appointment | 
| 


today! 
Call 1888 2 DONATE 
ot ow heh a Rae Carmadiany Blocd Services: 


—— 


AS i you 22 give” 


Share your vitality 


novate and connect with one another. 


Zittrain calls the "Generativ- 
ity" of the Internet. 


and varied audiences ... Generativi- 


We can flesh out Generativity further 


master. 


of interacting with the letterpress be 
cause we provided it as an open plat- 


tive, yet unintended 
of the letterpress in the context of a 
dance party. 

The explosion of innovation and col- 


provided us. The big telecom compa- 


Internet. 


D 


: to care about open innovation. What 


they're really talking about and hoping 


up, online innovation is the unintend- 


i ed consequence that ISPs would like 


: to avoid. After all, these are the very 
According to Zittrain, Gen- : 
erativity refers to a"system's : 
capacity to produce unantici- : 
pated change through unfil- : portant step in the right direction by 
tered contributions from broad : putting forward open-internet (“traffic 
3 : management") guidelines. 
: ty pairs an input consisting of unfiltered : 
: contributions from diverse people and 
! groups, who may or may not be work- : 
Big telecom companies like Telus like : ing in concert, with the output of un- : 
to scare policy makers by suggesting : 
any open Internet requirements for : 


internet Service Providers will lead to : 


services that are succeeding at the ex- 
pense of ISP TV and phone assets 
On October 22 the CRTC took an im- 


Combined 


: with the Liberals' announcement of 
: net neutrality as official party policy, 
: this is a clear sign of positive momen- 
: tum for those of us in favour of an 
anticipated change. For the inputs, how : open media system. 
much the system facilitates audience : 
: contribution is a function of both tech- : 
: nological design and social behavior." 
have taken to arguing just the opposite: : 
that letting ISPs become gatekeepers : 
and regulators of Internet usage has : 
both intended and unintended nega- : 
tive consequences for innovation, on- : 
line choice and free expression. Clearly : 


However, as it stands right now, ISPs 


: have not yet been told to stop throt- 
: tling access to the open Internet. Fur- 


: thermore, under the current CRTC 
in future columns, but in basic terms, a : 
generative platform is one that is open, : 
accessible, useful, flexible and easy to : that an ISP is unjustly throttling traf- 
: fic. It is unfair to force consumers to go 
: head to head over and over again with 
: The participants at the Fresh Hot Type : 
= party were able to generate new way 
cally democratic and innovative file- : 
sharing service like bittorent, which is : 


guidelines the onus falls on the con- 
sumer to file a complaint and to prove 


some of the most powerful businesses 
n the country. 
It's time for Industry Minister Tony 


: Clement and the Conservative party 
: form and didn't squash their inventive- : 
=! ness. Like everyone else, we took joy 
in the generativity of the letterpress. 
: Dancing body canvasses was the posi- : 
: consequence, : 


to join the other major parties by de- 


: manding the CRTC conduct regular 
+ compliance audits of ISP traffic man- 


agement practices. If Clement does the 
right thing here, we could have a truly 


: open Internet before we know it. 


Citizens can visit saveournet.ca to 


= send Tony Clement a letter in seconds. 
: laboration unleashed by the open In- : 
ternet is the creative expression that : 
the Internet's generative platform has : 


Long live unintended consequences. W 


Steve Anderson is the national: coordi- 


: nator for the Campaign for Democratic 
nies did not initially intend to provide : 
access to these unsanctioned services : 
when they began selling access to the : 
It's. reasonable to assume : 
that talk about the need to avoid the : 
unintended consequences of the open : 
Internet, is only the ISPs pretending : 


Media. He is a contributing author of 
Censored 2008 and Battleground: The 
Media. Media Links is a monthly syn- 
dicated column on media issues sup- 
ported by CommonGround, The Tyee, 
Rabble.ca, Vancovuer Observer and 
Vue Weekly. 
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That fs the legendary Teppan Gritt, Juicy ABA steaks, freshest seafood & hibachi 
Vegetables. All prepared before your eyes ot Japanese Village. 


Itis a celebration for the senses. 


z 


Teppan Grill 
& Sushi Bar 


10126-100 Street 
Edmonton 


Teppan Grill 
& Lounge 


1028-104 Street 
Edmonton 


For reservations call 


780.422.6083 


better 
than... 
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Show us the money 


Class-action lawsuit targets Canadian record companies 


Chet Baker was a leading jazz musician in : 
the 1950s, playing trumpet and providing 
vocals. Baker died in 1988, yet he is about to : 
add a new claim to fame as the lead plaintiff : 
in possibly the largest copyright infringe- : 
ment case in Canadian history. His estate, : 
which still owns the copyright in more than : 


50 of his works, is part of a massive 
diass-action lawsuit that has been 
underway for the past year. 
The infringer has effectively 
already admitted owing at least 
$50 million and the full claim 
could exceed $6 billion. If the 
dollars don't shock, the target of 
the lawsuit undoubtedly will the 
defendants in the case are Warner Mu- 


sic Canada, Sony BMG Music Canada, EMI : 
Music Canada and Universal Music Canada, : 
the four primary members of the Canadian : 
: Bruce Springsteen, the artists waiting for 
payment are far from obscure, as thousands : 
= ers disrespect copyright, the irony of having 
> the recording industry face a massive lawsuit 
: willnot be lost on anyone, least of all the art- 
? ists still waiting to be paid. Indeed, they are 
: also seeking punitive damages, arguing "the 
: conduct of the defendant record companies ~ 


Recording Industry Association. 


The CRIA members were hit with the law- : 
suit in October 2008, after artists decided : 
to turn to the courts following decades : 
of frustration with the rampant infringe- : 
ment (lam adviser to the Canadian Internet : 
Policy and Public Interest Clinic, which is : 
co-counsel, but have had no involvement : 
> or belong to a copyright owner difficult to = 
ascertain or locate, yet the likes of Sarah : 
: right interests against consumers.” W 


in the case). 


The claims arise from a longstanding prac : 
tice of the recording industry in Canada, de- : 
scribed in the lawsuit as "exploit now, pay = 
later if at all” It involves the use of works : 
that are often included in compilation CDs : 
(ie. the top dance tracks of 2009) or live : 
recordings. The record labels create, press, : 
distribute and sell the CDs, but do not ob- : 


new QWERTY’ 
Phone, 


koodomobile.com 


Walmart >;< 


ee 
Get $25 off any 


Zdes 


tain the necessary copyright licences. 
Instead, the names of the songs on the 


CDs are placed on a "pending list,” which : 
: resources to identifying and paying the 
= owners of musical works on the Pending 
= Lists."Basskin adds that some labels believe 
; addressing the issue would be "an unpro- 
: ductive use of their time.” 


signifies that approval and payment is pend- 
ing. The pending list dates back to the late 
1980s, when Canada changed its copyright 
law by replacing a compulsory licence with 
the need for specific authorization for 


since for each use of the work, 
that it has not obtained copy- 


royalty or fee. 


list has grown dramatically, now contain- 
ing over 300 O00 songs. From Beyoncé to 


of Canadian and foreign artists have seen 
their copyrights used without permission 
and payment. 

It is difficult to understand why the indus- 
try has been so reluctant to pay its bills. 
Some works may be in the public domain 


McLachlan, Bruce Cockburn, Sloan or the 
Watchmen are not hidden from view. 


The more likely reason is that the record : 
labels have had little motivation to pay up. : 
: the University of Ottawa, Faculty of Law. 
: He can be reached at mgeist@uottawa.ca 
million), David Basskin, the President and : 


As the balance has grown to over $50 mil- 
lion (Universal alone owes more than $30 


Keodo 


each use. It is perhaps better char- : 
acterized as a copyright infringe- = 

ment admission list, however, : 
: greater liability. The class action seeks the 
the record label openly admits : 
t fringement. At $20 O00 per infringement 
right permission and not paid any : 
= this amount), potential liability exceeds $6 
i billion. These numbers may sound outra 
Over the years, the size of the pending : 
= rules that has led the recording industry to 
: claim a single file sharer is liable for mil 
: lions in damages. 


: CEO of the Canadian Musical Reproduction 
} Rights Agency Ltd, notes in his affidavit that 


"the record labels have devoted insufficient 


Having engaged in widespread copyright 
infringement for over 20 years, the CRIA 
members now face the prospect of far 


option of statutory damages for each in- 


(the amount owed on some songs exceed 


geous, yet they are based on the same 


After years of claiming Canadian consum- 


is aggravated by their strict and unremitting 
approach to the enforcement of their copy- 


Michael Geist holds the Canada Research 
Chair in Internet and E-commerce Law at 


or online at michaelgeist.ca. 


@000 


mobile 


Good call 


Edmonton Red Deer 
Edmonton City Centre Bower Place 
Kingsway Mall 

Londonderry Mall 

Millwoods Town Centre 
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it West Point, but clearly much 
t went into his decision to send 


je aspects of his strategy 

suggest that he understands 

how little is really at stake there 
- for the United States. 

"This is despite the fact that 
his speech is full of assertions 
that al-Qaida needs Afghanistan 
as @ base. That is a fundamental 
misunderstanding of the nature of 
terrorist operations, but it permeates 


hope to disabuse his fellow-Americans of 
‘that delusion in the time available. 


against London and Amman and Bali." This 


nonsense he cannot say so publicly. 


ism is now available everywhere, so al-Qaida 
attacks, it never did. 


many and the United States. 


the flight. It hardly seems worth it. 


an Afghan operation. 


1 that President Barack Obama : 


American thinking on the subject. Even if 
Obama knows better himself, he cannot : 


Instead, he goes along with it, even saying : 
that Afghanistan and Pakistan are "the epi- : 
center of the violent extremism practiced : 
by al-Qaida .. Since 9/11, al-Qaida's safe- : 
havens have been the source of attacks : 


Al-Qaida doesn't run training camps any : 
more; it leaves that to the various local : 
groups that spring up and try to follow its : 
example both in the Muslim world and in : 
the West. The template for Islamist terror- : 


July, 20T1 is not a long time away: all the 


: Taliban leaders have to do is wait eighteen 
ui : months and then collect their winnings. If 
00 more American troops to Afghani- : 


they are intelligent and pragmatic men— 
which they are—they may even let 
the foreign forces make some 
apparent progress in the mean- 
time, so that the security situa- 
tion looks promising when the 
time comes to start pulling the 
US troops out 

In fact, the Taliban might not 
even try to collect their winnings 
right away after the foreigners leave. 
There's no point in risking a backlash in the 
United States that might bring the Ameri- 


= can troops back. 


This is actually how the Vietnam war end- 
ed, The United States went through a ma- 
Jor exercise in "Vietnamization” in the early 
1970s, and the last American combat troops 
left South Vietnam in 1973. At that point, the 
security situation in the south seemed fairly 


¢ good—and the North Vietnamese politely 
is utter nonsense, but even if he knows itis : 


waited until 1975 to collect their winnings. 
In doing so, they granted Henry Kissing- 
er, national security adviser to President 
Richard Nixon, the "decent interval" he 
had requested. A "decent interval," that is, 
between the departure of the American 
troops and the victory of the forces that 


: they had been fighting, so that it did not 
no longer needs a specific territorial base. : 
For the purpose of planning actual terrorist : 


look too much like an American defeat. In 
practical political terms, that is also the best 


= outcome that Barack Obama can now hope 

Terrorist operations don't require "bases", : 
they need a couple of hotel rooms ora safe = 
house somewhere. The operational plan- : 
ning for the 9/M attacks was done in Ger- : 


for in Afghanistan. 

If that is Obama's real strategy, then he 
can take consolation in the fact that noth- 
ing bad happened to American interests 


: after the North Vietnamese victory in 1975. 

if the Taliban conquered all of Afghanistan : 
and then invited al-Qaida to set up camps : 
there. What additional advantages would : 
al-Qaida enjoy? Well, it could then fly its : 
people in and out through Kabul in addition : 
to using Karachi and Lahore, but theyd face : 
even stiffer security checks at the far end of : 
: strategy is that it gives al-Qaida a motive 

The leaders of al-Qaida would certainly : 
like to see the Taliban regain power in Ka- : 
bul, since it was al-Qaida's attacks on the : 
United States on 9/N, specifically intended : 
to provoke a US invasion of Afghanistan, : 
that brought the Taliban regime down in : 
the first place. But al-Qaida takes no part in : 
the Taliban's war in Afghanistan: it is strictly : 


Nothing bad is likely to happen to American 
interests in the event of a Taliban victory, ei- 
ther. Nor is a Taliban victory even a foregone 
conclusion after an American withdrawal, 
since they would still have to overcome all 
the other ethnic forces in the country. 

The biggest risk Obama runs with this 


to launch new attacks against the United 
States. The Taliban want the US troops out 
of Afghanistan, but al-Qaida wants them to 
be stuck there indefinitely, taking casualties 
and killing Muslims. It's unlikely that al-Qaida 
can just order a terrorist attack in the United 
States, but if it looks like the US troops are 
really going home, then it may well try. 

On the other hand, maybe all this analy- 


; sis is too clever by half. Maybe Obama just 
Even if Obama does not believe the Wash- : 
ington orthodoxy, which insists that who : 
controls Afghanistan is a question of great : 
Importance to American security, his short- : 
term strategy must respect that orthodoxy. : 
Hence the "surge." But the speed with which : 
that surge is to be followed by an Amer- : : 
can withdrawal suggests that he may really : 


thinks he can win the war in Afghanistan in 
the next 18 months. In that case, his presi- 
dency is doomed. W 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based indepen- . 


deht journalist whose articles are published 
in 45 countries. His column appears each 
week in Vue Weekly. 
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Improve strength, flexibility and posture. 
Rejuvenate body, mind and spirit. 
Check out our class schedule online: Pilates Matwork 
Pilates Equipment * Gravity Straps & Kettlebars » Flow Yoga 


Open House Dec. 15-18 


Come take a free class in something new! Trial class schedule online. 


think Ahe ad 


Can't get into the program you want? 
Need to upgrade? MacEwan can help. 


Located at the Alberta College campus of Grant MacEwan 
University, the Preparation for University and College 
Program can help you improve your high school grades, 
€arn university and college level credit and receive a 
personalized plan for success, 


Think MacEwan. Start in January. 


Call 780-497-4029 for information or visit: 
Www.MacEwan.ca/preparation 


www.MacEwan.ca 
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Winter Session 
runs Jan. 4 - Mar. 29 


Edmonton Studio 
10565-114 Street 
780-421-9853 


Sherwood Park Studio 
#100, 2693 Broadmoor Blvd. 
780-467-9830 


www.integrationpilates.com 
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ALT HEALTH >> NUTRITION 


The other side of the battle 


Food and water as vital as medication in the fight against HIV 


In the wake of World AIDS Day, and with : drugs while ignoring the futility of the : 
the longest night of the year and deep : battle in light of widespread hunger and : 


winter just ahead, Ive had some 
dark thoughts about Africa, 
and our inner cities, and the 
disease that has broken the 
hearts and bodies of millions. 
But HIV discoverer and 2008 
Nobel Laureate Luc Montag- 
nier has recently made some 
startling comments that have 
fanned a flickering light of hope. 


To be clear, Montagnier didn't say we = 
should stop working on finding effective : 
AIDS medications, nor did he say HIV : 
plays no role. But in a conversation with : 
award-winning filmmaker Brent Leung, : 


he did say it plays a minor role when 


immune function is strong, and that we : 


have erred enormously in our focus on 


CERTAINLY J WOULD HAVE PREFERRED 


SUCCESS, over FAILURE - 


“we PLANep HEAVILY 
FOR FAILURE AND ITS A 
SUPER TREAT Jo see 
SOME “OF THOSE PLANS | 
REALLY COME THKOUGH . 


BOB THE ANGRY FLOWER 
Cem ALM PZOAPC VCOEmn |eearer | 


BOB, THIS LATEST OPERATION !S 
AN ONPRE: CEMENTED DISASTER.’ 


unsafe water supply in Africa. 
Leung, interviewing Montag- 


Montagnier answers with this: " 


.. we can be exposed to HIV many : 
times without [being] chronically infect- : 
ed—our immune system will get rid of : 
the virus within a few weeks, if you have : 
a good immune system. And this is the : 
problem also of the African people: their : 
i nutrition is not very equilibrated, they : 
are in oxidative stress, even if they are : 
: not infected with HIV, so their immune : 


system doesn't work welL" 


Africans are in oxidative stress because : 
: they are severely malnourished, and : 
! because they are exposed to countless : 
nier for his film House of Num- : 
bers, asked him if treating ox- : 
idaative stress—free radical : 
cell damage—could be a key : 
element of our fight against : 
the African AIDS epidemic. : 
? tagnier says, “Yes.” 
Leung goes on to ask whether we : 
should then emphasize antioxidants and : 
other immune-boosting nutrients over : 
antiretrovirals. Montagnier says, "We : 


infections, many of them courtesy of un- 
safe drinking water supplies. 


Leung then, apparently to confirm he : 
has understood correctly, asks: "If you : 
have a good immune system, then your ; 
body can naturally get rid of HIV?" Mon- : 


should push for more, you know, a com- 


bination of measures: antioxidants, nu- : 
fighting other infections, : 
malaria, tuberculosis, parasitosis, worms : 
... very simple measures which [are] not : 


trition advice ... 


HOW Do 
YOU FEEL? 


ww w.angry F/ 
see com 


GOOP QUESTION, 
EXCELLENT QUESTION. 


SUCCESS LIKELY WOULD'VE 
INCLUDED MORE CHICKS. 


But BY THE SAME 
TOKEN T REFUSE TO 
CONDEMN FAILURE,! 


Nob) IF You'Le 
EXCUSE ME I NEED 
TO DRINK THIS J 


? very expensive, but which could do a lot 

? .. but you know those kind[s] of mea- : 
iy sures are not very well funded." 
; Leung, getting it, but seemingly want- : 
: Ing to confirm he hasn't misunderstood, : 
i says: "There's no money in nutrition, : 
: right? There's no profit." Montagnier : 
confirms: "There's no profit, yes. Water : 


is important. Water is key.” 


says. Montagnier clearly agrees: "It's 


you heard before ... 


[Anthony] Fauci.” 


That HIV is can be fended off by a 
robust immune response fits exactly 


} with what the science in other arenas 


is clear on: we are very much what we 
eat and drink and the level of toxins 
we are exposed to, and we become ill 
when the raw materials to fight that 
which threatens us are deficient. As 


: much as 90 percent of the thymus 
: Then Leung asks yet again about the : 
: possibility of a strong immune system ; 
: dealing effectively with HIV: "If you take : 
a poor African who's been infected and : 
you build up their immune system, is it : 
possible for them to also naturally get : 
rid of it?” Montagnier, nodding, says, "I 3 
: would think so." 
"That's an important point," Leung : 
t to believe. And though Montagnier 
important knowledge which is com- ! 
pletely neglected. People always think : 
: of drugs and vaccine. So this is a mes- : 
sage which may be different from what : 
yes, my message, : 
it's different from what you heard from : 
: see the context for themselves. WV 


gland, which is responsible for immune 
function, has been demonstrated lost 
with severely inadequate nutrition. 
Starving people suffer with all manner 
of AIDS-defining diseases whether HIV 
is present or not. 

The solutions to AIDS are both much 


: simpler and much broader—and much 


less profitable—than we've been led 


and two other scientists interviewed 
for Leung's film have, since its release, 
said their words were quoted out of 
context, uncut footage now released 
delivers the conversation intact; it's 
available online, for those who want to 


Playoffs bound! 


Clear the parade route! Make no plans 
for playoff time! Everything has turned 
around and is right with the world! Dogs 
and cats are living together! OK. Back to 
Earth. After falling to 27th place in the 
league and losing Ales Hemsky for the 
remainder of the season, the Oilers have 
emboldened fans by putting a three-game 
winning streak together. A 3-1 win over 
Detroit was followed by a 3-2 shootout 
win in Dallas and capped by a 3-2 shoot- 
out win in Florida. Three road wins at this 
point may not vault the Oilers into play- 
offs and out of trouble but they 
do calm the nerves. 


Good news/Bad news A 
week ago, when the Oilers 
were within smelling dis- 
tance of the bottom of the 
league table, some fans started 
rationalizing the potential value 
of such a disappointing fall. | even 
entertained these thoughts. The past 
three seasons saw the worst possible 
outcome as far as NHL standings go. Not 
only did the Oilers and fans miss all the 
playoff fun but they also failed to stink 
up the joint enough to land a meaning- 
ful draft pick. The Chicago Blackhawks, 
on the other end of the spectrum, are 
now reaping the results of some awful 
seasons. Those lean years resulted in 
high draft picks that garnered Jonathan 
Toews and Patrick Kane (is there any 
single player on the Oiler roster close to 
either of these guys?). Some Oiler fans 
already started counting the days until 
the draft and lobbied for the team to di- 
vest what veteran talent remains (Shawn 
Horcoff, Ethan Moreau, Steve Staios) for 
draft picks and prospects. A depleted 
team would also be more likely to fin- 
ish poorly and increase the probability of 
acquiring a future superstar in the draft. 
This mini-streak of winning games, how- 
ever, will not help the team dive to the 
bottom five in the standings. There's just 
no bright side here, is there? 


Czech List It's taken 230 games in an Oil- 
er uniform and four seasons, but Ladis- 
lav Smid got another goal in last week's 


Dallas game to increase his total to four 
(count ‘em ... four) markers. Scoring is 
not his job. Smid goals don't happen of- 
ten so it's a big deal. 

Here's a capsule of all four Ladislav 
Smid Oiler goals: 
Thursday, February 22,2007: Home win 
vs. Columbus. Early in the second period, 
Smid notches the first of what are pres- 
ently four career Oiler goals to increase 
his team's lead to 3-O over the Blue Jack- 
ets. A third period Horcoff goal made it a 
4-0 win. Victim: Frederik Norrena 
Wednesday, March 7, 2007: 
Home loss vs. Tampa Bay. Laddy 
scores the only Oiler goal in 
what would eventually be a 
‘com 3-1 loss to Tampa. The goal, 
scored late in the third, made 
the game 2-1. An empty netter 
by Vinny Lecavalier followed. 
Victim: Marc Denis 

Saturday, April 7, 2007: Home win 

vs. Calgary. Smid scores with 10 seconds 
remaining in the second period to tie the 
game 2-2. Fernie Pisani and Tom Gilbert 
assisted, Patrick Thoresen (remember 
him?) added a goal in the third period to 
give the Oilers a win over Calgary in the 
last game of the season. Before that goal 
was scored, Calgary clinched a playoff 
spot due to a Nashville win over Colo- 
rado. The game meant nothing to the 
Flames after that point but it was the 
second Oiler win in the final 20 games 
that season. Victim: Miikka Kiprusoff 

151 games and two dry seasons later ... 
Saturday, December 5, 2009: Road win 
at Dallas. Our boy scores a tying goal 
late in the third period during a matinee 
game in Dallas. Ethan Moreau and Ryan 
Potulny assisted. The game goes to a 
shootout which is successfully won by 
a Shawn Horcoff goal Horcoff was the 
10th sniper to shoot. 


Oiler player of the week: OPOTW has 
got to be Ladislav Smid. He doesn't chip 
in with goals often and even added two 
assists in the past week. Honourable 
mentions: Patrick O'Sullivan (two goals 
against Detroit), Shawn Horcoff (two 
shootout winners). W 
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Jackpot! 


Switch to TELUS TV’ and save. 


Switching your TV to TELUS is easy, Just 

especially when you hear the price. 

Sign up today and get: , OQ a 
* 1month FREE ; 

= Superb picture and sound quality / MO* 
# Professional installation 


for 6 months in a bundle, 
24/7/365 technical support no contract required. 


a 


Switch today and save. Call 310-MYTV (6988). 


—7 TELUS 


*Olfer available until December 31, 2009, to residential clients in Edmonton only who have not subscribed within the past 80 days to TELUS TV service 
TELUS High Speed intemet or Home Phone serdice required. Difer includes the Essentials (B4 pre-selected channels), Other channels and packages evailabie for additional 
Cost. Regular fate of $23/month starts on month 7, TELUS reserves the right to change the channel lineup. Prices may vary without notice. © 2009 TELUS 
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doesn't mean is a good one. 
Be ee piiiknee of Choristers tacolss a ack af 


proper libations, dull stretches with nothing to do: 


nothing kills feelings of holiday good cheer 
like a lousy party. 

But fear not, holiday hosts and hostesses; Vue is 
here to ensure your ic ld a aay success. 
From the right music to keep the good times 
going, to the right food and drink to put down 
your gullet, to the proper amusements, right down 
to what to put on your walls, we have you covered 
with everything you could need for holiday good 
times. The only thing we can't offer is good 
eople, but if you asked nicely enough, we might 
e able to squeeze you into our packed schedules. 


ere’s a delicate balance. Dinner parties are about food and conversation, not 

dancing: the music can't be anything overpowering enough to distract your 
guests, but it should be enough to set a comforting mood, and hopefully even lu- 
bricate the conversation if it hits any dry spots. Best to go for music that leans to- 
wards the subtle, and go with literate lyrics and artists who can give you a lot to talk 
about. With that in mind, each song comes with a suggested conversation starter, 
just in case you run out of topics. 


1. “Postcards From Italy," Beirut, Gulag Orkestar 
Anyone go anywhere nice this year? Have upcoming travel plans? 


2. “Bear,” The Antlers, Hospice 
Is there anything you feel too old for these days? How about not old enough? 


3. “Acquaintances and Lovers,” The Provincial Archive, Nameless Places 
Anyone you don't talk to anymore that you'd like to reconnect with? 


4 e "Famous Blue Raincoat," Leonard Cohen, Songs of Love and Hate 
Is Leonard Cohen the coolest septuagenarian that's ever lived? 


5 e "Fairytale of New York," The Pogues, IfI Should Fall from Grace with God 
What exactly was the last contemporarily written song to be added to the Christ- 
mas canon? 


6. “Robots,” Dan Mangan, Nice, Nice, Very Nice 
Will robots ever really need love? Exactly how far away are we from artificial 
igence? 


7b Pink Moon," Nick Drake, Pink Moon 
What are the implications of suicide on an artist's career? Alternatively, did this 
song make it OK for musicians to sell music to advertisements? 


8 ° “Grandson,” Sean Nicholas Savage, Spread Free Like a Butterfly 
Is Edmonton forever destined to lose its talented youth to bigger cities? 


he World is) Good Enough,” Rock Plaza Central, ... at the Moment of our 


1g 
ppreciating what you've got really just settling, or is their more to it? 


10. "Once in A Lifetime," Talking Heads, Remain in Light 
Well, how did you get here? 


Dark Was the Night, Various artists 
e charity albums just our way of glossing over serious problems by making us 
feel better about doing stuff we do anyway (i.e. buy albums)? 
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grab your glass, offer a toast and take 
a satisfying, long sip of ... Yukon Arc- 
tic Red. Or maybe your preference is 
Alley Kat Amber—no matter, the ef- 
fect is the same. 

| know that for most of you 
the default is to reach for a 
glass of wine to start that hol- 
iday meal Fair enough. Even 
avid beer drinkers tend to turn 
to wine when the centrepiece is 
a fancy meal, but it doesn't have 
to be that way. Beer is good for more 


match for any meal. Here's why. 


be daunting. Beer is very forgiving. 


pared for hours. 


Decorations 

Given that your party's focused around 
a meal, table presentation is pretty vital. 
A pre-meal centrepiece (not necessarily 
something pricey; homemade could work 
just as well), tall candles, dim lighting 
and festive (or just decent quality) tabie- 
cloth can all combine for a warm, friendly 
holiday mood. Same goes if it's a potluck; 
whatever surface everyone'scontributions 
are going to be placed on should look nice. 
Otherwise, Draping colourful icicle lights 
and tinsel around the house, and keeping 
regular lighting to a minimum can pro- 
vide a subtle, relaxed mood. 

Looking past the table, depending on 
how much cash you're willing to put into 
snazzing up your place, renting art from 
a local gallery could make for a uniquely 


The steaming, golden roasted turkey : 
comes out of the oven. Sweet potatoes : 
and turnips are ready. A bowl of deep red : 
cranberries shimmers to one side. Rich gra- : 
vy Is being ladled into a boat. The family is : 
gathered round the table, adorned in their : 
new Christmas duds. As the turkey plat- : 
ter slides in front of you, you reach over, ; 


than nachos and pizza. It can be a perfect : 


Beer has a broader range of flavours, : 
aromas and body than wine, mostly be- : 
cause it has more ingredients and more : 
can be done with the ingredients. This al- : 
lows for a greater range of options when : 
choosing beer to fit a particular food. And : 
unlike wine, the act of choosing need not : 
* ent dimension. 
The key is to select the contrast or : 
: ing's Spiced Reserve Ale is a soft, balanced 


So allow yourself to consider the pos- : 
sibility of toasting that roast turkey with : 
a pint of ale. With a few basic beer-pairing : 
principles and some of the suggestions : 
below, you can easily find a beer that : 
will nicely accent that meal you have pre- : 


would use to describe a food? Steaks : 
might be hearty and rich. Salads are deli- : 
cate and fresh. Chocolate is bittersweet. : 
The dominant flavour will define which : 


beer should be matched with it. 


Once you have your dominant flavours, : 
you want to either compliment or : 
contrast them. In compliment- : 
ing, you use the beer to accent : 
the food, while with contrast= : 
ing you aim for an opposite : 
sensory experience. Which : 
you choose is entirely up to : 
your preferences, whim and : 
available selection. For example, = 
let's Look at spicy Thai food, like pad : 
thai or a green curry. If you want to con- : 
: trast, go for a light, crisp lager like Thai : 
beer Singha. The soft sweetness can cut : Wood Czech Mate pilsner or Fuller's 
: London Pride—the soft bitterness would 


the spice and heavy sauces. However, a 


complimentary approach might go for a : 
hoppy Pale Ale, such as Propeller Pale : 
: ale, or the hoppy Dogfish Head 60-Min- : 
ute IPA. The sharp hop quality draws out : 
: spiked with ginger, nutmeg, cinnamon and 
: other holiday spices. Consider them the 


the spice a little more and offers a differ- 


compliment carefully. Drinking a German 


wheat beer with Thai would go wrong— 3 
the fruity, yeast flavours would clash. : 
A stout with a delicate fish dish would : 
obliterate the subtle flavours of the food. : 
: Similarly a cream ale would disappear un- : 

The first task is to identify the dominant : 
flavour or characteristic of the food and : 
of the beer. What are the first words you : 


der the weight of Jamaican jerk chicken. 


dinner 


pairing beer 


withfood | 


food theme. Turkey is delicate, soft and 
somewhat drying, meaning it can't have 
too strong a beer with it. Something with 
a soft sweetness will contrast well and 


: accentuate the poultry flavours. A brown 

The same process applies for the beer: : 
stouts are roasty, pilsners sharp and : 
quenching and brown ales nutty and : 
: sweet. You get the idea. 


or amber ale, as mentioned earlier, works 
well. German amber lagers are great 
matches, such as Ayinger Oktoberfest- 


: Marzen. Stay away from hop-accented 
: beers, as they will jar your palate. 


But the main meal is not the only time 
you will want to sip beer. If you are doing 
appetizers of fruit and cheese, you might 
try a German wheat beer like Paulaner 
Hefe Weissbier, or one of Lindeman's fruit 
lambics. With a rich dessert of mincemeat 
pie, you need to go heavier. | might choose 
Celebrator dopplebock or Old Deuteron- 
omy Barley Wine from Alley Kat. 

Wild Rose Cherry Porter, the company’s 
latest seasonal, would match well with 
fruitcakes and chocolate. If shortbread is 
your thing, try drinking it with Paddock 


contrast well with the buttery cookie. 

Of course any of the dozen or so Christ- 
mas spiced beers fit the season well: Many 
breweries put out beers around this time 


beer version of mulled wine. Tree Brew- 


example. Big Rock's Winter Spiced Ale 
draws out more ginger. Anchor's Christ- 
mas Ale, which is different every year, 
yields a big, bold spice note. 

But my suggestions are just the begin- 


: ning. Let your tongue be the guide and find 
So, what about Christmas? Well, for : 


most of you, turkey will be the dominant : beats the Merlot vs. Shiraz debate. W 


the pairing that works best for you. Sure 


dinner 


decoration 


classy decor. The Alberta Gallery of Art 
has 1300-some works of varying styles, 
sizes and mediums available to rent at 
two percent of the work's actual cost. 
The rental period is 28 days (and succes- 
sive renting is possible, if you end up lov- 
ing the way the art hangs on your wall). 


Games 

Your guests are probably due to start ar- 
riving well before dinner is served, and 
while chit chat is the inevitable pre-meal 
deal, there's a few games worth playing 
before and after your turkey's ready. 

For before, anything that’s conversa- 
tional and easy to get in to works well 
to keep the group engaged with each 
other. Simple board games like Apples 
to Apples comes to mind, as do simple 


& actiyibieS 


simple icebreakers, particularly ifthere's 
going to be guests who don't know each 
other well (for example, two truths and 
a lie: get everyone to take turns saying 
two facts and a falsity about themselves, 
then try to guess which wasn't real) can 
get people talking. 

For a full-evening's entertainment, and 
ifyour guests are willing to try something 
a little out of the ordinary that requires a 
bit of preparation, consider picking up a 
dinner murder mystery and basing your 
party around the game: in the out-of-a- 
box storebought versions, everyone is 
given a character to play, and act out the 
provided scenario, trying to figure out 
whodunit, Holiday-themed versions are 
available, and most costumes can be eas- 
ily cobbled together out of your pre-exist- 
ing wardrobes. 


Vue Crafts: Star Struck Centrepieces 


Layers of pretty papers are stacked to create these simple centrepieces that dress up any festive table. Pick up some different 
coloured papers from the Re-use Centre, or use construction paper you have around the house. If you are feeling fancy, go to Ev- 
ergreen stationary or use scrapbooking paper. Top it off with a piece of aluminum foil to reflect the light and prevent scorching 
your table. Go to vueweekly.com for step-by-step instructions and a tutorial video. 
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Fresh and organic produce, home- 


baked goods and local cuisine, meats 


and cheese, natural products, unique 
handmade crafts and fine art 


“A touch of the farm in 
the heart of the city” 


Hatha lyengar -Ashtanga Ve aa way f i | 780-439-1844 
Peet Ie Suse ae EDMONTON 
www.edmontonyogostudio.com ~ bres 


tel 451.8131 — www.osfm.ca 


| 
> 


Epiphone 
} Les Paul Special II iy ad wane 
| Apex181 USB Mic . S-pieceset, : nh 
| For podcasters, broadcast . F Hatha Pas ‘ae } BY, u oo 
apps, ENG and musicians. ad Sane = tyinbalinit) a f . 
gig bag, pitch pipe, . 
$99 strap, cord, m $590 | ‘ — 
cist ry picks and DVD. 54 ; ) \ 
ift Cards e | al 
FY i mh 
CARO! IN ANY AMOUNT! $360 cs) ; . 


ong & McQuade ms VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO E 


DOWNLOAD THE SALE FLYER & SHOP ONLINE! 
yl eng- mec qu ade. c o m 10204 107th Ave 780.423.4448 | 9219 28th A ve NW + 780.432.0102 % 
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Plis a calendar 


what fun 
it 1 1S... to gi 


Gaa 


satianseni corto tasters tata 
Chae mean sips ho ML ceseplon 


Featuring delicious recipes and photos of 


local Grande Cache men in the kitchen 
All praces ds oo to building a Recreation Centre in Grande Caches] 
bvery child wants Lo grow Up ti ite CUP UEnehy with access loa 
state of the art aquatic centre, a hoe key avena, and a social hay 
were kids define themselves and make life long friends and 


Sa Nh nk paid re Gere volorcetiable memories. 

el a eos ea o10 
V7 dates apply After bh . --* , . 
Rocencmgeaecns calendarofnakedmen.com 


cD. 


3 
Britney Spears 


2 Sexy Chic 
David Guetta 


3 TiK ToK 
Ke$ha 


4 Throw Ya Hands Up 
Stereos 


Accessories, Dresses, Denim, Outerwear, All Jackets and Sweaters ... 30% off 


Casualwear and so much morell Let us 
or n0K nite seat ines: Ste hase be | Select Boots, Shoes & Handbags ... 40% off 
We'll even gift wrap it for free! ” select UGG... 40% off 


DENIM BRANDS: James Spiendid 5 Hotereom Service 
True Religion Rich N Skinny Ella moss 
Miss Me Rock & Repubic Michael Stars i i 
PRVCY and more! Juicy Couture 6 ee ‘on | 
Citizens of Humanity Yurnmi | 
Not Your Daughters Jean (the OTHER AMAZING BRANDS: Super Trash #/ Down | 
turnmy tuck jean!) Soia & Kyo Central Park West Jay Sean | 
Joe’s Lauren Moshi Betsey Johnson | 
Hudson Kersh BB Dakota 8 Best! Ever Had 
Tag Miss Me Couture C’est Moi Drake 
Fidelity Matt & Not and more! 
Seven’s Samsara Gift Certificates available 9 Party In The USA 

for any amount Miley Cyrus 


10 Whatcha at 
Jason Derulo 


Pm : < 
Ayr “ah LAS 
BOUT! ve 
EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES | 
rwood Park St. Albert 4321 1 | 
#148, 11 Ainaboscan Ave. ‘#370, § Giroux Rd. Feces emiexoon 
780-417-3562 780-470-SHOP «7457 a 
Sloe Hours: Mon. & Tues. yee eth. whit 107-85 10-8, Sun. 12-5 resvORe BILLY TALE 
www.bellamaas.c 
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abions & 


activities | 


for a kids’ party is just about keeping them congenially entertained. 
‘They'll likely be tearing around, sneaking peeks at presents, devouring candy 
and asking what time they get to open the presents for much of the affair anyway, 
so all you really want to do is give them something happy and bouncy to do all that 
along to. Don't go too big or sugary—you don't want to help the hyperactivity—but 
catchy is definitely your friend here. As a bonus (depending on your view), it's the 
only kind of party where there isn't really a thing as too much Christmas music. 


‘1. “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” Gene Autry, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein- 
deer 
You know the words, and no one ever really did it better than the Singing Cowboy. 


2. "Be Gentle With Me,” The Boy Least Likely To, The Best Party Ever 
Tt sounds like it was recorded with playtime instruments anyway, plus it's a solid 
reminder to play nice. 


3. “TMNT Mask,” Chad Van Gaalen, Soft Airplane 
If anyone can appreciate a Casio beat, it's a child, and it's tangentially about comic 
books. 


4. "Feliz Navidad," Jose Feliciano, Feliz Navidad 
Nasal voice + words they don't understand + that bright, metronome chorus are 
sure to keep the little ones amused. 


5. "Mah Na Mah Na," Piero Umiliani, Svezia, inferno e paradiso soundtrack : 
Show me a child who doesn't like this song, and I'll show you a child who is going 
to grow up to be a claims adjuster. 


6. "Brothersport,” Animal Collective, Merriweather Post Pavilion ~ 
The chanting lyrics and bass bumps will take over their nervous systems, and it's a 
pretty solid message for Christmas, too. 


7. "Alabaster Bodyworlds,” GOBBLE GOBBLE, Neon Graveyard : 
Speaking of taking over the nervous system, the kids won't get this one, but damn 
will they be into its glitchy video-game dance beat. 


8. "Moth’s Wings,” Passion Pit, Manners 
A catchy come-down to start getting them ready for the presents. 


9. "Yellow Submarine,” The Beatles, Revolver ~ - 
Ringo’s flat voice is like aural catnip for children. Don'task me to explain it, butit's 
the best classic-pop-band song for children this side of "Kokomo." 


10. "Christmastime is Here,” Vince Guaraldi Trio, A Charlie Brown Christmas 
If your children haven't already seen A Charlie Brown Christmas, social services are 
on their way. 


Album: Where the Wild Things Are Soundtrack, Karen O and the Kids 
Let the wild rumpus start. 


Ons 


Children of all ages and mixed heights 
will be darting around-your house try- 
ing*to entertain themselves; hide the 
breakables. Obviously, the usual holi- 
day decorations are more than enough 
to satisfy a younger crowd: spray-on 
snow for the windows, loads of tinsel 
and maybe a paper Santa or reindeer 
set to hang on the walls. Butifyou're sly, 
you can have the children do the most 
decorating without letting them real- 
ize you're putting them to work. After 
all, most of the kids may not know each 
other and thus will constantly be shy- 
ing away and clinging to their respec- 
tive parents, so giving them a group 
task to bond over can work wonders. 
Send them outside to build a snowman 
in your yard. Give them construction 
paper to make colourful snowflakes to 
put up on the walls. If there's a tobog- 


ganing hill somewhere nearby, send 
themthere. 


_— Otherwise, to keep the kids out of your 


hair, have a Christmas-y movie playing 
somewhere in the house. The choices 
are plentiful: there's the classics—How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas, Miracle on 
34th Street; White Christmas—or newer 
all-ages seasonal fare like A Christmas 
Story, Elf or Jim Carey's The Grinch (not 
nearly as good as the animated origi- 
nal, but it is longer). It may not hold 
their attention the entire time, but it'll 
hook them for a few moments here and 
there as they pass, giving you time to 
take a break from parenting and relax 
with your friends. 


Like decorations, getting kids involved 


with something hands-on is probably 
best. All the activites listed above are 


at 


still applicable. Other options include 
Setting up a table where they can 
decorate gingerbread houses (grocery 
Stores have plenty of easy kits avail- 
able) or gingerbread men. Also, plan 
ahead with other parents, see who has 
the most appealing video game sys- 
tems, and get them to bring it along. Or 
rent one; the point is that setting up a 
Wii could go along way in keeping kids 
engrossed. And once the kids leave, get 
bored or fall asleep, it's just as good for 
the rest of you. 

As for keeping your adult selves en- 
tertained—if the break from active par- 
enting isn't enough—there's the usual 
boozing, card games, or conversations 
you can have at the grown-up table that 
are enjoyable but don't hold the interest 
of children. As a last resort, you could 
always join in with the kids, under the 
guise of “supervision.” 


Vue Crafts: St Nicholas 


Pop-Ups 


Pop-ups are a fun craft to do with children at your party. This St. Nicholas scene is a great opportunity to teach kids 
about the history of the saint and the myths that surround him. Did you know that St. Nicholas is the patron saint of 
children and students, among other things? His reputation for helping the poor, and putting gifts in the shoes of those 
who left them out for him, was the inspiration for Santa Claus. Step-by-step instruction, and print-out PDFs are avail- 


able at vueweekly.com. 


& —— 


how to 
| Makean 
apple 
santa 


Apple Santas are a perfect treat to make for any holiday party with children, because 
not only are they easy to make, they're not nearly as sugary as other treats, which 
should lead to less of the jittery bad behaviour that sometimes accompanies child- 
friendly parties. Plus, instead of just making and serving the Apple Santas, they make a 


| great activity for any holiday party. 


The locals are friend es Atad delicious. Wigabcten 


Meet the Locals Food Festival — December 14-20. 


i tts chance te learn 
farmers, , cheesemakers and other ‘ood producers in our community. its2preat chance to tears 
2 Soe tote Sa Emory food samples, demonstrations, an action-packed celebrity cooking class and moie! 


www. planetors: 


i REGO (55 Sse 


Ingredients: 

Red apples 

Large marshmallows 

Thin black licorice rope 

Red and black powdered jujubes 
Toothpicks 

Food colouring 


1. Place five toothpicks into the apple 
where hands, feet and head will be 
Leave a little space on the end of each 
toothpick. 


2. On each hand and foot, place 
half a marshmallow, followed by a 
black jujube. 


3. For Santa's head, place a whole 
marshmallow, followed by a red ju- 
jube. Paint a jolly face on the marsh- 
mallow with food colouring and a 
toothpick. 


4. Finally, tie a belt of thin black 
liquorice rope around the middle of 
the apple. 


JANIC 


K 


Edmonton South 


7917 - 104 Street: ARQeA35.0507 


D 
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Give The Gift 
That Keeps on Giving! 


Buy any Drum Kit 


é or Guitar Package” 
And get one month of lessons free! 
@ ; : 
acoustic acoustic 
oy] IVIUSIC DRUVI 
5° HOP 3. H-0-P 
\ 780.433.3545 9934 82ave 


*Drum Kit package - Drumset, Seat, Cymbals 
**Guitar package - Guitar, Case, Tuner 


Appetizers & Hors d'oeuvres © 


A quick, convenient and atiords 
To entertain at your next event, 
y 


D. “OMEESE TRAY: Provolone * Asiago * Mild Cheddar» 
Marble * Havarti Jalapeno « Dried Fruits and Almonds 


("Combination of dell meals and cheeses also available) 
SERVING SIZE; Small — Medium — Large — 

. VEGETABLE & DIP TRAY: Broccoli * Cauliflower * Carrots = 
Celery Stick * Cherry Tomatoes « Radish + Bell Peppers * Dip 


A. PANINI SANDWICH TRAY: Hot or Mild meat « 
Provolone cheese * Vegetable Spread 
SERVING SIZE: Large — 

B. ANTIPASTO TRAY: Bruschetta Olives « Artichokes * 
Ro d Peppers and more 


m 


SERVING SIZE: Small — Medium — Large — § hiiry «2 = 
C. “DEL! MEAT TRAY: Capicollo (hot or mild) * Genova SERVING SIZE Small a Medium . Large 
Salami (I adalla A F. FRUIT TRAY: A selection of seasonal fruits 
alami (hot or mild) * Mortadella « Choice of Black Forest or | fi 
y Ham * Choice of Turkey or Chicken SERVING SIZE: Small ~ Medium — Large - 
if deli masts G. “PASTRY TRAY: italian Pastries 


ats and cheeses also available) 


2 (: y di 
RVING SIZE: Small—$49 Medium—-$50 Large — Ce 


Pick up only. All orders require 24 hours notice 


| 
10878 - 95 Street | 5028 - 104A Street 
9 - 9 Everyday 


780- 989-4869 


alin | ontec BB Shop Ut. 
italiancentre co 


9 - 9 Everyday 


780- 424-4869 
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Let your Christmas generosity shine by : limit cocktail servings to one or two 
hosting a cocktail party. Here are some : ounces ofalcohol per drink. ¥ 
tips for making your party easy and full : 


of cheer. : RECIPE 


1. Think beyond beer. This isa special 
occasion, so it warrants some special : 
drinks. Come up with a few cocktail : 
ideas in advance, and offer your guests : 
a choice. If you're on a budget, include ; 
bottle requests with your invites. If one One idea 1§ to use a big 
guest brings bourbon and one brings ; jar that can be stored in th: 
raspberry vodka, you're halfway to a : fridge. Not classy-looking, but practi 
raspberry manhattan. i, es 5 


shaking, so it’s easy to make bigaer 


2. While you want to impress your 
guests with cheery holiday drinks, you 
don't want to be shaking and stirring 
all night. Choose drinks that-can 
be made in advance or en masse 
(punch is a great option), or setup 
drink stations with instructions 
for how your guests can mix 

their own drinks. LIV \ 


3. Don't forget the food! Re 
A cocktail party isn't about 
getting people blasted. The 
ideais anice balance between 
snacks and drinks. Drinks 
make for brighter conversation, 
but good food makes people happy and 
relaxed. When you're choosing your 
cocktails, think about possible food : 
pairings. Remember that homemade : 
always tastes better. Instead of buying 2 
mixed nuts, try roasting your own: toss : 
almonds in rosemary and olive oil with : 
a touch of salt, and roast them in a 350 
degree oven until they're toasty (about 
15 minutes). Pair roasted almonds with 
a sweet, fruity cocktail. Cheese also 
plays well with brighttasting cocktails. 
Try an aged cheddar to complement : 
apple cider. s ey become 


4. Don't forget the eggnog. It's a r til the 
holiday cliché often best avoided if i jourbon 
you're buying it at the supermarket, mand 
but if you make it yourself, your guests : } 
will be asking for seconds and thirds. : | : 
Eggnogis difficult to pair with savoury : J ken. Adc! 
foods, but it's a natural with sweets f tinue 
and desserts. d stiff 


5. Remember that thing about Christ- 
mas cheer? Hangovers aren't fun. Help : eg9° 
everyone avoid post-party regret by : a 
regulating alcohol content in the cock- ; 
tails you make. A good cocKtailis about : 
flavour and not about booze, so try to : 


to build the perfect cheese platter 


— 


3 son is entering full stride, cheese : 
a key element at social gatherings. 
v to kick yours to the next level. 


¢ gent cheese separate: you may want your Talleggio 
: cheese to smell like gym socks, but not all! 


Step 3: 
Allow it to warm. A common rookie mistake 
Is to remove the cheese from the fridge 
as the guests are arriving. Instead, an- 
ticipate when you will want to munch 
_ away, and remove the cheese from the 
y fridge at least half an hour before. This 
allows the cheese to warm up slight- 
ly, and the flavour nuances to become 
more evident. 


Step hi 
Start with a theme. You can develop your plat- 
ter based on different textures (soft, semi- 
soft, semi-hard, hard), type of milk (goat, 
sheep or cow), or delve into cheeses from 
a certain region (Quebec, France, Scotland). (= 
Ask for advice at your locally owned cheese 
store, as they are very helpful if you are un- 
sure where to start. 


Step 2: : _ Step 4: 

Protect your product. After purchasing that intriguing : Consider some additions. Fruit, compotes and olives 
new cheese, make sure you get it home as quickly as : are placed on cheese platters not just for presenta- 
possible to store it properly. At home, unwrap your : tion points, but because they can embellish different 
cheese from the suffocating enclosure of plastic. Gen- : flavours in cheese, Dried cranberries, being balanced 
tly wrap with paper (butcher paper or paper towel) : between sweet and acidic flavours, work quite well. 
and place into container to seal. It's fine to enclose : Water crackers ora baguette serve as a neutral palate 
multiple cheeses together but maintain breathing 2 cleanser between cheeses, or a necessary implement 
space for the cheese. Take care to wrap and store pun- ? when eating runny, creamy cheeses. Enjoy! 


yal shines a light on holiday entertaining and tocal cheeses and. The festival runs from 
104th St). Visit planetorganic.ca for more information. 


YALA 


Seen 
Ww: a cocktail party, you're basically dealing with two crowds who have entirely different needs. Pre- 

drunk, you want something to set a congenial mood, make them feel like this is a relaxed place and 
they should stick around and have a good time. Once they get drunk, they basically want to dance, if not do 
Something a little more involved with their bodies (though, luckily, the music for both is basically the same). 
In that spirit, keep in mind that this list is definitely chronological. 


1. “Two Weeks,” Grizzly Bear, Veckatimest 
Bouncing piano and soaring harmonies are better than a fire or a blasting furnace for warming up hearts to 
having a good time. : 


2. "Twelve Hundred Dollars," Outdoor Miners, "Twelve Hundred Dollars” seven-inch c 
A nice little burst of poppy responsibility before everyone forgets what it is they're supposed to be doing to- 
morrow morning. 


3. "santa Baby,” Eartha Kitt, "Santa Baby” single , 
Yo, Taylor, I'ma let you finish, but Catwoman did the definitive version of this song. 


4. "Lisztomania," Phoenix, Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix 
ifthis doesn't make you want to dance, you're probably too mopey to beat a Christmas party in the first place. 


5. "Make Her Say," Kid Cudi f/Kanye West, Common, Manon the Moon: The End of Day , 
References about the last three years of club bangers—any of which, incidentally, is entirely appropriate by 
about this point. p 


6. "Pretty Young Thing," Michael Jackson, Thriller 
4 fitting tribute, and there's no rule against encouraging drunken romance. 


Je "Guilt Trips Sink Ships,” Shout Out Out Out Out, Reintegration Time 
_ A perfect way to remind your guests that there's no need for them to remind each other about what trans- 
Pied, and keep them dancing until the end. 5 


This works equally as well in the beginning chill-outas the drinky dance/other times. 
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EDMONTON 


Columbian Choirs 


Edmonton's Family of Choirs 


Smooth Jazz 
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SN VAAN 
SFE 


‘7915-104 STREET 


Came visit us 


alll 
shopping! - 


Edmonton Columbian Choirs 


(Chlobration Of Ciristnds 


Sunday, December 13, 2009 
2:30pm 


McDougall United Church 
10025 101 Streeet 


MC: Colin MacLean 


Tickets: $15* 

(“plus applicable service charges) 

Available at TIX on the Square 780.420.1757 
www.tixonthesquare.ca 

At the Door 


www.edmontoncolumbianchoirs.ca 
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Decorations 


The booze will be flowing, your 
friends will be letting loose and possi- 
bly getting rowdy on rumnog; hide the 
breakables, and anything you'd prefer 
not to see torn down in belligerent 
mertiment. Decorations for a cocktail 
party can be pretty open-ended: really, 
money would be better spent towards 
setting up a well-stocked bar (unless 
it's a BYOB). Mistletoe might be a 
bad idea, or the best one, depending 
on how frisky your guests get while 
they're under the influence, Maybe it's 
both. Some cool, urbane work from 
Artworks might provide some so- 
phisticated atmosphere, and you can 
also prepare holiday-specific drinks, 
or pick up the non-booze supplies to 
share with the crowd: eggnog, cran- 
berry ginger-ale and hot chocolate 
mix keep the drinking itself linked 
to the holiday, and having a festive 
recipe to two on hand can make for 
some interesting fun holiday spirits. 
A platter or two of finger foods to keep 
the collective hunger at bay is always 
a good idea. 


mes 

If your guest list isn't excessively large, 
ask everyone to buy and wrap a gift (set 
a price limit around $10, and you can 
also give a general theme to give some 
extra guidance). Put them all under a 
tree or ina pile and, taking turns, have 
everyone select and open one mys- 
tery package; once they do, they can 
choose to keep it, or trade with some- 
one who's already unwrapped a gift. 
This sort of thing quickly becomes a 
battle for the best gift, but the price 
limit keeps from being too stacked to- 
wards one or two items. = 

Parties like this are what rental kara- 
oke is made for; nothing says Christ- 
mas like a bunch of friends butchering 
the classics pop hits and carols. The 
more people, the better; just make sure 
there's a place to go for people who 
don't want to hear screeching rendi- 
tions of "Total Eclipse of the Heart.” 

As for more cocktail-specific games to 
play, choices are almost endless, rang- 
ing from trashy to classy. (As always, 
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know your own limits when it comes | 
boozing). 

To start things off, there's the Boone 
circle. Open a bottle of Boon 
inexpensive, saccharine, low al 
content sparkling wine available every 
where), stand ina circle, start chantin 
“boones!” in unison and pass the bott| 
around the circle. Continue until 
bottle is empty. It's one to lift 
spirits and promote that holida 
getherness, the only downside being 
that if someone has a cold, everyone 
else is likely to share it the next day. 

To get a little more personal with the 
assembled group, there's Never Have 
Ever: what better time than Christma 
to find out the weirdest secrets and 
shames of your friends? Go around 
circle, finishing the sentence, “Ne 
have I ever...” (never have I ever kis 
someone in this room, for example) 
Anyone who's done that takes a drin! 
You'd be surprised at what you can 
learn about your friends, especially 
little later in the night, when proper!) 
lubricated minds let slip the things 
they probably shouldn't. 

Then there's simple, effective Red 
Card-Black Card. Shuffle a deck of cards, 
and take turns asking the immortal 
question: is the next card red or black 
If they're wrong, they drink. Repeat un 
til you run out of cards. Be merry. 

Or perhaps it’s as simple as just open 
ing another bottle of whatever and 
passing it around. ‘Tis the season to 
share, after all. 


This traditional German Christmas 
craft will add simple, elegant detail 
to your room when hung from the 
ceiling or in the window by a thread 
Made from a translucent paper called 
glassine, these sixteen pointed stats 
playfully capture the light. Glassine \s 
PH balanced paper used for archiving 
photographs and such. It can be found 
at most art and craft supply stores. This 
project is simple to do and also good 
for older children. Step by step instruc 
tion and a tutorial video are available at 
vueweekly.com 


}TURDAY, JANUARY 30 
SHOW AT 8PM SHOW AT 8PM. 


DIINNER & SHOW PACKAGES AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT.COM OR CALL 780.930.2619 \ 
TICKETS FOR SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER CHARGE-BY-PHONE 780:451,.8000 OR TexetMagren CA 
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teak > fish + fre AG 


Three Courses | 6 pm Seating 


Daytime Drama’s Dreamiest Couple 


Meet Peter Reckell & Kristian Alfonso 
Bo & Hope from Days of Our Lives | Saturday, February 13, 2010 
$85 per person 1- 2:30pm | $279 per couple 
Include xclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, Buffet Reception, 
Four Courses |9 pm Seatines Valentine’s Day Sunday Brunch at Sage, One-Night Stay at Edmonton 

© Marriott at River Cree 


$125 per person 


3—4:30pm | $179 per couple 
Includes: Exclusive Meet and Greet Opportunity with Photo, 
Buffet Reception 


Tickets exclusively available by calling 780.930.2619 
More information at rivercreeresort.,com 


AsAy 


BveR CREE 


RESORT AND CASINO 


ENOCH, ALBERTA 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD | RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
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SKI TRIPS // FAMILY 


Bring the kids 


An inside look at the mayhem and wonder. 


LACHLAN MACKINTOSH 
// LACHLAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Bo the recession, 2.7-million Cana- 

ians went downhill skiing or snow- 
boarding on an out-of-town overnight trip 
annually according to an October 2007 
report by Lang Research Inc. Not surpris- 
ingly, almost 75 percent fall into the prime 
18 to 44 age group. Almost two thirds of 
this group is married, but only one third 
of them have kids. These skiers and snow- 
boarders are well-educated and make 
pretty good money too. 

Like many Albertans with young fami- 
lies, we were ready to get out of town for 
the weekend, but also weary of putting too 
much on the credit card. Still, we had been 
dreaming of taking our two young girls 
out to Nakiska for a family ski weekend. 

We checked in at Mystic Springs Chalets 
and Hot Pools, just two minutes off the 
TransCanada Highway in Canmore. This 
cozy family resort has 44 units with a salt 
water soaking pool in the courtyard big 
enough to swim a lazy half-length, and a 
covered traditional 10-person hot tub. Our 
two- and five-year-old daughters celebrat- 
ed by running from one end of the suite to 
the other, gleefully chanting their made 
up language: "dodi, dodi, dodi!" 

Mystic Springs offers free DVDs when 
you check in. My wife grabbed a couple 
of movies that I'm pretty sure we had al- 
ready seen. That's what having kids does 
to you—entire years blur into the hazy 
continuum of parenting. In the end we 
were happy to get the girls to bed, make 
some popcorn, chill out with a Dexter 
rerun and look forward to tomorrow's 
little "slice of life.” 


Nakiska is about a 45-minute drive from 
Canmore, or about as far as you can go 
with kids before they start asking, "Are 
we there yet?” Once there, the parking 
lot is close to everything you need. Do a 
quick tour of guest services, grab a couple 
of those mini ski-hill maps, the rental 
shop for helmets and then the daycare 


(don't forget to have your kid's Alberta 
Health Care numbers on hand for the 
daycare paperwork), throw ina bathroom 
break and you might be ready to ski after 
half an hour. 

As we tried to slip out of the spacious 
daycare, our toddler Ariel had that un- 
mistakable "don't leave me here" look in 
her eyes. But her older sister, Amanda, 
decided she'd rather hang out with all the 
new toys forawhileandski with momand 
dad later. 

Finally, at 10:45 am, Christy and I pulled 
on our helmets and headed for the Silver 
chair. Compared to some of the big moun- 
tains around here—like Sunshine and 
Lake Louise in Alberta or Kicking Horse 
in BC—Nakiska always feels like a "small 
is beautiful” mountain. I can remember 
boot skiing down the mountain after be- 
inga spectator atone of the downhill races 
during the 1988 Olympics. Today, Nakiska 
sports a modest 29 mins. 

Despite a late start, and lunch in the 
lodge with our girls, Christy and I man- 


aged to knock off 12 to 15 ofthe mountain's 
runs. One of the nicest looking runs atop 
the mountain, Mapmaker, was closed as 
a designated training run for Canada's 
Olympic Ski Team. It meant that all choic- 
es off Nakiska's new Gold chair quad were 
black diamond runs. Life's tough. 

Ifyou visit Nakiska before February 2010, 
you might just bump into Olympians from 
many of the leading ski-racing countries 
in the world, including selected teams 
from Croatia, France, Germany, Italy, Nor- 
way, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and 
both Canada’s Mens and Womens Olym- 
pic Teams, all of whom will be using Map- 
maker as a workout platform. 

Part way through the afternoon, our 
five-year-old joined us on the lower part 
ofthe mountain, which is a marked learn- 
ing area for youngsters. Amanda rode the 
chairlift for the first three times inher life 
and loved it. There was a slightly steeper 
section that she balked at, and I had to 
snowplow with her between my legs to get 
us down toa flatter section. 


e 780-413-4554 


Matt Mosteller at Resorts of the Canadi- 
an Rockies (RCR), which manages Nakiska 
Ski Area, Fernie and Kimberley Alpine Re- 
sorts, stresses the value of families to the 
company and skiing in general. "Families 
are important to us—the tradition of ski- 
ing starts with families." 

In Fernie and Kimberley, the Commu- 
nity School Lesson Program means kids 
at local schools get a lesson, lift ticket and 
rentals for $25. "We pioneered the Mom- 
and-Tot program, which gives a lesson to 
mother and child at the same time—great 
forlearning and enjoying skiing together,” 
says Mosteller. 

I also spoke to Laurie Harvey, who is 
manager of strategic partnerships for the 
Banff Mountain Film Festival and a super- 
active mother of two kids. She is outdoors 
more than anyone else I know, and she 
had a lot of great ideas for new parents. 
Harvey says, "Kids tend to be enthusiastic 
about the same things as their parents. So, 
live it up, get excited, show enthusiasm 
about skiing—the kids will follow. Forget 
airfare for four for a week on the beach— 
treat yourself to two weeks of slope-side 
skiing and evening jacuzzis on the deck. 
The entire family will be fitter, ski better 
and will gelas a family. There is nothing as 
fun and rewarding as a ski vacation. And 
don't underestimate your kids—challenge 
them! It is amazing what they can do.” 

Back at Nakiska, Amanda had done her 
five-year-old best. So it was back to day- 
care where I peered around a corner, try- 
ing not to initiate a full toddler reunion 
as Ariel gave her big sister a hug. Christy 
and I dashed back onto the high-speed 
quad. Dear reader, you will never fully 
cherish the last hour of the day on the 
mountain until you have two kids play- 
ing happily in daycare. 


The girls fell fast asleep on the 45-minute 
drive back to Canmore. We picked up a 
bottle of California shiraz to go with din- 
ner, which was waiting forusin our chalet. 
The Ski & Pizza for 4 deal at Mystic Springs 
includes two frozen gourmet Rocky 
Mountain Flatbread Company pizzas, 
which needed just10 minutes to thaw plus 
seven minutes in the oven. This adds seri- 
ous value for parents looking to shortcut 
the hectic dinner hour. The four-cheese 
and organic rosemary lemon chicken piz- 


Gameface 


zas worked well for both grown-ups and 
kids. We were back in the hot tub after 
dinner, and had the girls in pajamas with 
teeth brushed before we could say Orville 
Redenbacher. 

Sunday morning at Mystic Springs 
and five-year-old Amanda was sitting 
halfway up the stairs looking glum. | 
asked her what was up and she lowered 
her head and muttered, "I don't want to 
leave.” A couple of hours later, when i 
came time to check out, her parents felt 
the same way too. W 


POWDER AND PIZZA: 


based on one night's accommodation, two 


adult lift tickets, two kid's lift tickets, plus 


two Rocky Mountain Flatbread Pizzas 
From $345 based on quadruple occupancy 
(family of four) in a two bedroom chalet ai 
Mystic Springs Chalets & Hot Pools. 
Mystic Springs offers additional Ski & 
Stay Family packages starting at $125 pe: 
person, and including lift tickets at Lake 
Louise, Sunshine, or Norquay. (See mys- 


ticsprings.ca for full info) — 


ON THE WEB 4 


bellstar.ca 

skinakiska.com 
mystiesprings.ca 
tourismcanmore.com 
rockymountainflatbread.ca 


THE EXPENSE REPORT | 


Family of four 


$370 accommodation (two bedroom 
suite, two nights) 

$150 meals out 

$50 snacks, wine, etc. 

$100 gas 2 

$128 lift tickets (2 adults) 

$101 daycare (2 kids, 1 day) 

$15 helmets (2 adults) 


Grand total = $914.00 


SERECRON® 


Over 520 different snowboards in stock. 


Over 110 different models of bindings. 
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SKIING // WITH KIDS 


Bouncing back | 


A lesson on raising a lifelong skier 


KEITH LIGGETT 
// KEXTHU@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
Se Enso 
na Sunday late last season, I met a 
friend and her two daughters up at 
the hill fora morning of skiing at Fernie. 
Em, the older girl, had taken ski lessons 
for a couple years. Sarah, the younger, 
started skiing this year. We took several 
runs together on the Mighty Mite before 
Em, bored, wanted to ski the Elk Chair. It 
was decided while Sarah and Mom con- 
tinued to ski the Mighty Mite, Em and I 
would take a lap on the Elk Chair. 
Excited, Em chattered all the way up 
chair. Asking me, "Have you ever skied 
Power Line?” 
Hesitating, "Ah, no." 
"It is soooo much fun. You can go up 


and down the sides. And have you ever 
skied (blah, blah, blah)?" 

And so on up the chair. 

Years ago, one of my fellow adult-ski- 
school instructors was drafted to substi- 
tutein the kid'sskischool foraninstructor 
who'd been hurt. The class was a bunch of 
seven- to 10-year-olds all up for the week. 
Rippin’, fearless skiers. In the afternoon, 
bored, they talked him into taking a little 
"run in the trees” they knew about. 

Take a moment to remember Mike was 
Substituting for an "injured” instructor. 
Their last instructor. 

“Little run” being the operative term, 
Mike discovered after foolishly follow- 
ing his enthusiastic bunch of gremlins 
on 110s. On his 205s the run essentially 
became a bobsled run through an is- 
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» DEATH RACE 2010 
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T7 QOO feet of total glevatiog » nd 
a major nver crossing in 24 hours. 


online now at 
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TS BARACKIE! 
> FRIDAYS //! 


EVERY |7RIDAY AFTER [IVE PIM 
DONATE A/7O0D BANK ITEM & 
GET YOUR Soll] LYE 
LIFT PASS FOR 
ONLY [-IVE DOLLARS! 


.- YES 85! 


Bring in ANY non- perishable food bank item to Snow Valley's J 
Guest Services na ented Valley is happy to reduce your lift base fs 
only $5 every Friday after 5 pm! Tell your friends & family rf ig 2 
Sure everyone has a food item, because each person mus ee i 
donation to Edmonton's Food Bank to receive their discoun ol i 
ticket for the night. Thank you for helping out our community! 


TT9TH STREET OFF WHITEMUD DRIVE 


780.434.3991 WWW. SNOWMUALLEY.CA 


land of trees mid-mountain. With 110s 
it was possible to hold a passable wedge 
to slow here and there. With 205s it 
was a straight shot. With all of four feet 
in height, none of the kids touched a 
branch. At six foot, Mike was thrashed 
10 feet in. All he could do was hang on 
and hope for the best. 

Let's just say it wasn't pretty. The kids 
had built several jumps and on the third 
or fourth, Mike lost it and wrapped him- 
self around a tree, back first. He was out 
for a month. 

The kids were all just fine. They never 
missed a jump ora turn. 

AsIrode the lift, [was thinking of Mike 
and wondering what I was in for. What- 
ever happened, I was not ducking into 
the trees. No trees with kids became a 
mantra long ago. 

PowerLine was a gas. Almostahalfpipe, 
we rode from one side to the other, more 
like a swing than skiing. Here and there, 
Em ducked onto little trails parallel to the 
main run. We dropped out just above the 
base of the Bear onto a cat track and con- 


Edmonton South 
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tinued following the power line down. 


Back at the Mighty Mite, Sarah wanted 
to go on a chairlift too. She turned fairly 
well but had a tendency to head straight 
down the hill in a wedge to stop. For a 
couple runs we worked on turns and us- 
ing them to slow and decided we'd do OK 
on the Deer Chair. 

At the top we headed off skier’s left 
down the cat track toward the Bear and 
then stopped at the top of the second run. 
Fairly shallow in pitch. It looked perfect. 

Sarah made a few strong turns and 
then pointed ‘em right down the hill and 
tried to stop. In short order she was ina 
classic flying death wedge. As with all 
death wedges, the end involved a tum- 
ble and a burst of flying snow. I caught 
up to her, gother skis back on and talked 
about turning, not going straight down 
the hill. "You understand?" 

She nodded sheepishly, standing up 
and starting back down the hill. After 
a few more tums, she reverted to her 
death wedge. I skated trying to catch up 


with her, saying, "Turn, Sarah, turn!" to 
her back. 

As before, the wedge ended in a puff 
of snow. This time she landed hard on 
her arm and was almost crying. After 
getting her skis back on, I gathered her 
in my arms saying, "Two of those are 
enough, this is how we're skiing now,” 
Hot chocolate seemed to be the call of 
the day at that point. 

A couple days later over at their house, 
Sarah runs up to me. "When are we go- 
ing skiing again?” 

"Whenever you want,” I replied, won- 
dering at her lack of memory at her fly- 
ing death wedges and resulting tumbles. 
And then I remembered from teaching 
kids, each day is new. There is no real past 
unless adults bring it out with our fear. 

Remember that. Ski on the good days 
Play checkers or chess on the nasty days. 
Have a good time and hope the next day 
or the day after, they run up to you, grab 
your knees and ask, "Can we go skiing?” 

Smile. "Sure." And go. 

Every chance you get 
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* snow conditions report « 


* Local 
oe Raseit HILt » Openon limited terrain. 

Snow VALLEY e 60cm base. 4 lifts and 3 runs open. 
x SuN RIDGE e 45cm base. 5 lifts and 6 runs open. 
ae EDMONTON SK: CLuB « Now open 


Alberta 

%& CANADA OLYMPIC PaRK = 6 lifts and 3 runs open. 

CASTLE MOUNTAIN * Opens on Dec. 12. 

LAKE LOUISE «-78-102cm base, 36cm new snow. 9 lifts and 116 

runs open. 

Xe Marmot BASIN « 110cm base, 57 cm of new snow. 7 lifts 
and 22 runs open. 

BS Mr. Norquay « 90cmbase, 19 cmofnew snow. 11liftand 96 runs 
open. 

oe NAKISKA © 60-83cm base. 14 runs open. 

x SUNSHINE VILLAGE® 105 cm base, 5cm of new snow. 12 lifts 
and 95 runs open. 


Me TAWATINAW « Open soon... 
Krnosoo RIDGE « 25cmbase. 3runs and 2lifts open. 
WETASKIWIN SKI CLUB » Open soon... 
Misery MounraIN « Opens Dec 18... 
NITEHAWK e Opens Dec. 11 


% Bc. 


APEX » 80cm base, 26cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 15 runs open. 
Bic WHITE « 103cmbase, 6cmofnewsnow.1oliftsand 66 runs open. 
FERNIE « 99 cm base, 15 lifts and 99 lifts open 
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KicKING HoRsE « 125cm base, 17cm/’of new snow. 
KIMBERLEY » Opening on the weekend of December 12th, 
Regular hours start December 18th. 

Mt. WASHINGTON « Opens on Dec. 11. 

PANORAMA « Openson Dec. 11. 

PowpeER KING « 181cm base, 19cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 
24Tuns open. 

RED MounraIN « Opens on Dec. 18. 

REVELSTOKE « 117cmbase,2cm ofnewsnow. 4liftsand 30 nuns open. 
SILVER STAR »* 78-106cm base, 27cm of new snow. 

SUN PEAKS « 87-111cm base, 6cm of new snow. 9 lifts and 116 
runs open. 

WHISTLER/ BLACKCOMB * 175cm base, 0 cm of new snow. 
WHITE WATER « 134cm base, ocm of new snow. 


U.S.A. 


49 NoRTH « 53-109cm base. 3 lifts and 51 runs open. 

Bic Sky « 89cm base. 7 lifts and 64 runs open. 

CrYSTAL MOUNTAIN » Opening soon... 

GREAT DIVIDE « 38-76cm base, 3 cm of new snow. 
LooxKoutT Pass « 58-96cm base, 3cm of new snow. 

Mr. SPOKANE « Gicm base. 4 lifts and 16 runs open. 
SCHWEITZER MT. » 40-86cm base, Ocm of new snow. 
SILVER MT. RESORT * 30-51cm base. Early season hours. 


SUN VALLEY ° 71-89cm base. Ocm of new snow. 
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All conditions accurate as of Dec 9, 2009 


% 

x Goto SNOWZONE.Catofindweb 
exclusive stories, links to resorts, and 

% up-to-the-minute nordic conditions. 3% 
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Bombs away 


Opening it up in the 


Peak conditions at Marmot 
Last Thursday morning Marmot Ba- 
sin's avalanche-control team was stabiliz- 


ing the slope above the Knob. Finally at 1 : 
pm, after the last echoes of the blasts had : 
subsided, the resort opened Marmot Peak ; 
for the first time this year. These were the : 


Alberta Rockies 


: to-ear smiles told the story. 


post-run celebration. 


best snow conditions at Marmot in recent = 


memory, and | was already tiring in the : 
early afternoon, but my son Travis and his : 
: weekend on the slopes of Lake Louise. AF : 
ter winning the first downhill of the season : 
on Friday she stepped to the top of the po- : 
dium again on Saturday and completed a : 


buddy Quintin Pohl were up for the hike. 


It took them about an hour to reach the : 
summit and although the temperature was : 
hovering near minus-10, they had stripped to : 
their T-shirts for most of the gruelling climb : 
in untracked powder. All fatigue was forgot- : 
ten when they reached the top with nearly- : 


untracked powder in all directions below. 


They weren't the first that day but the line : 
they selected had only one visible track. : 
Dropping into waist-deep powder the duo : 
carved a path down Peak Run and into the : 
Dupres Chutes. | didn't see them make their : 


Thee 


(uy 


J 


Lindsey Vonn the show 
American skier Lindsey Vonn had a great 


double sweep. 


and an eighth on the other. 


Day 


ON 


Clnistet ochose 


exw 
CxS 
ON 


Package Includes 


c 
e7 


Three nights’ accommodation 


ina standard atrium view room 


f 


& Delicious Sawridge Breakfast Buffet 
each morning 


f * In room Christmas Treat platter 
delivered to your room 
Traditional Christmas Day Buffet Dinner 
Boxing Day Yuletide Dinner Buffet 
* Special meal rates available for children 
Children 12 & under stay free (room only) 


1-888-729-7343 — 
WWW.SaWridgejasper.com 
Parkas d fe 1 Sl 


intag br Slay, haseul0 
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= turns, but! didn't have to because their ear- : 


: "That was the best ever—we dominated : 
: the Peak,” they exclaimed when we met : 
=» on the deck of the Caribou Chalet fora : 


Canadian downhiller Emily Brydon was : 
nearly as successful standing next to : 
: Lindsey both days, taking home silver : 
and bronze medals. The Canadian ladies : 
were ecstatic with their weekend's results. : 
Not only did Brydon medal, Britt Janyk : 
squeezed in a fourth place finish one day : 


es. * Motvalid inconjunction with any other offer or packs 


These results will certainly boost the 


: ladies' spirits heading into this Olympic 
winter. Much different than last year when 
the podium stayed untouched by Canadian 
ladies for the entire season. 


: Se Sea 

: Delirium Dive opens early 

: Last weekend, operations and patrol sta‘ 
: at Sunshine Village opened up Delirium 
: Dive. Like most other resorts in our Roc 
jes, snow conditions are unbelievably great 
and after continually monitoring the snow 
pack and stability, the snow-safety team 
gave the green light. 

The Dive will remain open weather per 
mitting, but please remember there are 
safety precautions you must follow before 
you're allowed entry. Included in the list 
are a helmet, beacon and shovel, and you 
must come as a pair. Most importantly, 
having a clue how to ski extreme terrain 
is a must as well Please check with th 
: resort for run status before diving in. 


SAWRIDGE INN 
AND CONFERENCE CENTRE 
JASPER q 


Limited amount of Christmas Packages avail 


PROFILE >> NANCY GREENE RAINE 


The senator of ski 


Nancy Greene Raine on Olympics and sport t development 


ancy Greene Raine claims she's just : 

a skier. If this is true, a quick resume : 
perusal makes skiers look like extraor- : 
dinary folk. En route to winning gold in : 
the giant slalom and silver in the slalom : 
at the 1968 Grenoble Olympics, she : 
amassed TB World Cup victories during : 
967 and '68, and 17 Canadian Champi- : 


clared ese ada's Female Ath- 
‘of the Century. 

g served as Greene 
Raine’s launching point into 
the tourism industry and 
by association, recreational 
and environmental politics. 


Suitably, one of her biggest 
passions has been promoting and 


developing recreational endeavors for : 
youth, most notably with the renowned : 


ski school bearing her name. 


Yet she has also had a major hand in : 
growing BC's ski industry. With major : 
capital Investment and star athlete : 
attraction to spark Whistler's initial : 
growth, and later as primary investor : 
and skiing director at Sun Peaks Resort, : 
it's clear Greene Raine intends to con- : 
tinue promoting sport and resort devel- : 


opment. 


It came as little surprise that our : 
Prime Minister appointed her Senator : 
for BC 15 months before Vancouver's : 
2010 Olympics. "| hadn't considered : 
politics before the call [regarding the : 


nomination],” she explains. 
"The job involves a Lot of travelling, so 


now I've become a weekend skier. It was : 


a big sacrifice." 


Greene Raine's lifetime. She started ski- 


ing with her family at Red Mountain in : 
Rossland. Photos from her junior racing : 
days still hang in Rafter's Pub above the : 


base lodge. With such an upbringing, 


Greene Raine feels she represents the : 


average Canadian in many regards. 


"| grew up in an average family. I'ma : 
grounded person. | don't have a typical : 


TIER HE AE eR AK HE 
- @ ; 


OPENING 
T 


(tun breakfast : special includes 


602 02 Connaught 


from the Jasper Train 
SSeS ae 


; Olympic medalist and ambassador for skiing //rte 


politician's mindset—I came to this po- 3 
: sition from my experiences." 

Missing out on the majority of a ski : 
season has rarely happened throughout : 


training opportunities for average kids. 


"[The Olympics] give them something 


: to strive for. Just being involved in 
+ sport from a young age is important 
An average person with Olympic prow- : 
: ess, Greene Raine remains rooted in.the : 
value of entry level, inclusive programs : 
for children to give them the opportu- : 
nity to grow. As a sport and recreation : 
: advocate, Greene Raine's parliamentary : 
appointment also allows her to push for : 
: Olympic athletes' causes, which has the : 
kickback of supporting base programs and : 
: very excited for Canada." V 


for health and happiness, and that im- 
pacts the whole population and our 
economy.” 

Greene Raine feels VANOC is doing an 
exceptional job in being prepared for 
the onslaught of Olympians and their 
spectators. "They're on budget or under 
for almost everything. These Olympics 
will be especially well prepared. I'm 


QUICK SERVICE + GEAR FOR ALL + LIFT TICKETS 


the 


Edge Control 
in Jasper 


sport ski package 


EDGE 


3; Connaught drive * Ph: 888-242-3343 ¢ Jasper, Alberta 


DEC 10 — DEC 16, 2009 // WUEWEEKLY 


SKI 
SHOP 


The award winning Waiters Dining 
Room features a wide anay of 
Canadian inspired dishes with nu: 
ances of native cusine, Our cre- 
tive chefs Gre renowned for In- 
novative "a la carte and buffet 


that you will exp 
dining in an int 
small restaurant with t 


you will definitely nee 

takes time to prepare anc 

Andy's superior wine offering 

Not only pass the time but add to the 
the night 


606 Patricia Street 1-877-232-6397 


www.andysbistro.com 


efeations” using Alberta's finest beef. game and 
fow/, This winter, experience Watters value packed 
"Saturday Night Themed Skiers Buffet” a treat for 
the entire family. Be sure"fo peruse Our extensive 
wine Ist featuring both Ota World Gnd New. World 
wines, to be enjoyed) by, the glass of bottle, 


82 Connaught Drive 780-852-5111 


www.sawilagejaspercom 


OShea's offers extensive 
tions for breakfost, lun 
avening dining with emphas 
North American culinary 
runners and family 
Proudly.we are Jas; 

tified Angus Beet 
sandwiches. hearty entre 


archived photography. greenery 


locally owned restaurant in the 
The food is wicked and the atmc 


food best described as comfort f 
Plas funky menu names lke Malick 
bolical Tenderloin and Convicted f 
way toname asauteed salmon dish, 


622 Patricia Street 780-852-3323 
www.evildavesgrili.com 


an nd curlo 


shelves round out fhe bright atmosphere. 
510 Patricia Street 780-852-3388 


www. athabascahotel.com 
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\ Online at vueweekly.com 


Restaurant Reviews 


Check out our comprehensive online 
database of Vue Weekly's restaurant 
reviews, searchable by location, price 
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DISH // CHRISTMAS COOKIES 


Little cakes 


Christmas cookies have a long and storied history 


L.S. VORS 
// VORS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ookies share the greatest affinity 

with Christmas. There are indeed 
Valentine's Day cookies, Halloween 
cookies and so forth, but the staggering 
volume of cookies both home-baked 
and manufactured during the Christ- 
mas season shows how inseparable the 
two are. These little cakes appear in 
countless guises: aromatic gingerbread, 
dainty squares sporting jewel-like mar- 
aschino cherries, buttery shortbread 
dusted with glittery icing sugar—the 
list goes on. 

But what of these “little cakes?” (The 
word "cookie" is derived from the Dutch 
word koekje, which literally means “lit- 
tle cake.") Why do they appeal to us and 
why have they attached themselves so 
firmiy to the Christmas season? Here, 
an explanation cannot be reduced to a 
few sentences, as reasons of personal 
relevance are as numerous as there are 
people who bake and consume Christ- 
mas cookies. When we do eat them, 
they are resplendent with evocative fla- 
vours that originated in exotic, tropical 
locations, far from snow-capped spruce 
trees, woolen mittens and strings of 
tiny lights that glitter in the perpetual 
twilight of December. Spices and nuts 
that we associate with Christmas cook- 
ies were once rare and expensive com- 
modities and might only appear in bak- 
ing during the Christmas season. 

Cinnamon, for example, has been 
used by humans for millennia, but 
significant quantities of it likely didn't 


reach Europe (the birthplace of the 
Christmas cookie) until Venetian trad- 
ers began shipping it from Egypt in the 
1200s. This warm, aromatic spice is 
derived from the bark of the cinnamon 
tree and, for lack of a better descrip- 
tor, smells like Christmas. Cinnamon 
is the predominant flavour in many 
Christmas cookies, particularly those 
of Nordic countries. In northern Eu- 
rope, December is the darkest time of 
the year and many bleak winter months 


<1) > Pomegranates 


lie yet ahead, but cookies, along with 
hearty breads, pastries and meats, help 
break the season's icy grip. Cinnamon 
features prominently in Danish spice 
cookies known as brunekager (brown 
cakes). Crisp and thin, these wafer-like 
morsels are additionally seasoned with 
cardamom and almonds. Cinnamon 
also features in the German Christmas 
cookie zimstern (cinnamon stars). These 
meringue-like creations are laced with 
cinnamon and glued together with egg 


TIENT ULL CULE CLERC CCLOE OULU CUCL CL ULL 


whites and ground hazelnuts. 

Other spices generally play support- 
ing roles—cardamom and nutmeg, 
both derived from seed pods of tropical 
plants native to Southeast Asia and In- 
donesia, respectively, add depth of fla- 
vour to Dutch pepernoten (pepper nuts, 
also known as pfefferniisse in German). 
These small but robust cookies were 
traditionally baked for the feast day 
of St. Nicholas, but are now a popular 
Christmas cookie throughout north- 


and type. 


oabvaesncseeusees tones hensenetEheatteewaceress. 
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#RECIPE 


ern Europe. Cloves, allspice and even 
black pepper add complexity to many 
incarnations of spice cookies. It is an 
interesting juxtaposition of climate and 
food; ingredients from the brightest 
and warmest of places are prized in the 
cookies of places most cold and dark. 


Only ginger approaches cinnamon's 
zenith; the pungent yellow powder 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 28 >> 


ONE SIZE 
FEEDS ALL! 


Give the gift of great taste 


Ricky’s Gift Cards are available in any 
denomination. Ask your server for details 


NOW OPEN IN FORT SASKATCHEWAN! 


SPRUCE GROVE « ST. ALBERT « RED DEER 
WESTLAWN « LEDUC - EDMONTON CITY CENTRE 
JASPER AVENUE - SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 

KINGSWAY « «FT. SASKATCHEWAN 


Rickys 


ALL 
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Tiny bubbles 


‘Tis the season for Champagne 


At first glance, the Champagne section at : 
any wine boutique may seem a bit scary, with : 


French labels offering up little informa- 
tion and prices that guarantee to light- 
en your wallet. On the other hand, if 
you stop and take a second look, that 
bottle of champagne may show 
you just how special it is. 
Champagne comes solely from 
the Champagne region in north- 
em France, a region known for **™, 
Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and 
Chardonnay grapes that flourish 
in its ancient, fossil-rich, chalky soils. 
These soils contribute to the unique min- 
eral character known to Champagne alone. 
Other special qualities in Champagne are 


derived from the method by which they : 
are made. From the traditional method— : 


theWine 
ME Cellar 


ALBERTA'S LARGEST SELECTION OF 


BORDEAUX, BURGUNDY, 


or méthode Champenoise—come. the best 
Champagne and sparkling wine in'the world. 


: While the complex process of producing 
: traditional-method Champagne adds to the : 


cost, the benefit to the buyer is paramount. 
Smaller, finer bubbles that dance on 


complexity, crisp fruit charac- 
B ter, minerality and freshness 
_ that can linger for hours. And 
remember, Champagne has a 
large range of styles for your 
drinking pleasure. (A quick refer- 


shopping with bubbles should help.) 


CANADA'S FIRST 
& FOREMOST 
INDEPENDENT 
WINE MERCHANT 


PREMIUM ITALIAN AND RARE 


CALIFORNIA WINES 
WWW. THEWINECELLAR.AB.CA 
WCELLAR@TELUSPLANET.NET 


SERVING EOMONTON SINCE 1985 
12421 - 102 AVE. EDMONTON TSN OM2 


(780) 488-9463 


: of champagne, up to 30 000 bottles per 
: day. This is an important part in the process 
: of making champagne where the sediment 
: from bottle maturation is collected in the 
: neck of the bottle for disgorgement. In the 
: modem day, the methods of remuage involve 
: the Champagne house investing in a machine 
; that imitates that hand of the remueur. 


Along with the time and labour intensity 


: of producing Champagne, large champagne 
: houses purchase most of their grapes from 
: small growers at a significant cost. While the 
: Growers own close to 90 percent of the land, 
: 70 percent of Champagne is produced and 
: exported by the big Champagne Houses. To 
: give some perspective, the largest of these 
: small-grower Champagne houses produces 
} under 12 000 cases per year. French gov- 
= eming laws do not allow new plantings and 
} therefore, demand versus the limited amount 
: of acreage planted in the Champagne region 
: drives up the price of grapes, which of course 


trickles down to the end consumer. 
For this exact reason, sparkling wine that 


: is part of what has come to be known as 
: the "Grower Champagne" movement has 
: hit the market at very competitive prices. 


In addition to price, a benefit of Grower 


= Champagne is that their grapes come from 


= a specific plot of land or terroir, giving an 
your palate combine with yeasty : 


identifiable character to the wine, unlike the 


: big houses that source grapes from all over 
: Champagne. With terroir and price in hand, 
: Grower Champagne houses are rapidly gain- 
: ing market share. It allows drinkers the luxu- 
= ry, extravagance and taste of Champagne at 
= a significantly lower price. W 

ence of the online dictionary for : 

a ON THE WEB 

To emphasize just how hand-crafted these: 

: products are, imagine a few decades ago a : 
French man deep in the cellar called a rem- : 
ueur. His job was to hand-rotate each bottle : 


VISIT VUEWEEKLY.COM FOR A HANDY GLOSSARY OF 
CHAMPAGNE TERMS TO HELP YOU NAVIGATE THIS 


TRICKY PART OF THE WINE STORE. 


Edimontow's 
Retatl Liquor Store 
of the Year 2009 


ALIGRA 


aid (@ 


WINE&SPIRITS 


Now open for lunch! 


The perfect holiday gift... 


gift cards 


for the chef in everyone! 


Lunch: Monday to Friday 11:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Dinner: Monday to Saturday from 5:00 pm 


THE CORNER OF 97ch & JASRER 
h: ar rdw are grail 
rf oR HARDWAREQRILL. COM 


Conveniently Located at 
Entrance 58 Main level 
West Edmonton Mall 
(near The Brick) 

780 483-1083 


www.aligrawineandspirits.com 


Unwine-a 


Browse our unique gift 
ideas and relieve shopping 
stress while you enjoy\ 


free wine tasting 
Wednesdays in December 


5:00pm - 9:00 pm 


SAPPORO SUS 


freshness & simplicity . SH 


Since 1997 
TEL, 150 478-8612 


lis beadon doe oc HONDA 


2nd location at 10923-1017 st 


open / days a week 


BEST ALL YOU CANEAT SUSHIIN TOWN 
$2598 ll 1499611) 
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Z So. vie ay 
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Booking C ] 


RESTO + PUB 
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CHRISTMAS COOKIES 
<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 26 


ground from the rhizomes of Zingiber 
officinale, the ginger plant. Ginger is, 
of course, the primary flavour in gin- 
gerbread. This quintessential Christ- 
mas cookie may take a soft, disk-like 
form and be dubbed "gingersnaps," or 
be rolled and cut into shapes and be- 
come gingerbread men (or women). 
These portly figures, often with gum 
drops, chocolates or icing for faces 
and clothing, ostensibly owe their 
existence to Queen Elizabeth I, as it's 
purported that the Virgin Queen gave 
her courtiers gingerbread-cookie like- 
nesses of themselves. Somehow the 
idea of making gingerbread cookies in 
the shape of people migrated to Christ- 
mas celebrations, perhaps because of 
their versatility. They may be shaped 
and decorated at will, dried and used 
as Christmas tree decorations and 
even given gingerbread houses to live 
in. Perhaps gingerbread people ap- 
peal to our inner child—their play- 
ful nature reminds us of Christmases 
past, of the days before harried hyper- 
commercialism superseded elves and 
flying reindeer. 

Exotic ingredients find their way into 
Christmas cookies. Nuts and dried or 
candied fruit are particularly expen- 
sive, underscoring the fleeting win- 
dow of time in which we bake with 
them. Almonds, which are techni- 
cally the seeds of fruit closely related 
to plums and peaches, find wide use 
in aforementioned Scandinavian and 
Germanic cooking. To the south of 
Europe, they find favour in pastini 
di natale, Italian Christmas cookies. 
Ground almonds infuse these buttery 
rounds which, according to legend, 
were presented to a wandering bishop 
in the region of Lombardy. He liked the 
flavour so much that he blessed them 
and they subsequently became wildly 
popular. Almonds are popular as well 
in Polish Christmas baking, where 
they form the basis of rogaliki. Liter- 
ally translated, the name means "little 
horns,” because they are shaped like 
crescents. Similar to pastini di natale, 
they are a simple mixture of butter, 
flour, sugar and ground almonds; the 
alchemy of the baking process elevates 
these humble ingredients to memora- 
bly delicious treats. 


SPICE IT UP >> Exotic flavours make Christmas cookies even more special //nie 


Canada's vast repertoire includes these 
and many other Christmas cookie vari- 
ants, which can be loosely placed into 
four categories: cut-out cookies, like 
gingerbread and sugar cookies, must 
be rolled and cut out with cookie cut- 
ters before baking—they often lend 
themselves to elaborate decoration. 
Drop cookies stem from softer dough 
that is rolled into balls or dropped by 
the spoonful onto baking sheets prior 
to baking—shortbread cookies and 
rum balls fall into this category. Icebox 
cookies must be chilled and then sliced 
before baking—this is a rare category 
relative to the others, but includes 
various incarnations of nut logs and 
sugar cookies. Finally, squares involve 
ingredients layered in pans and sliced 
after baking—marshmallow squares, 
fruitcake squares and so many others 
make up this category. We each have 
personal associations with different 
types of Christmas cookie, especially 
associations with the particular people 
who bake those cookies. 

Personal associations for me centreon 
my grandmother. A consummate cook 
and baker, she is synonymous with 
Christmas cookies. Unfailingly, she 
produces dozens upon dozens of dif- 
ferent cookie varieties every year, her 
culinary prowess born of Slavic roots 


and an unspoken prairie rule which 
dictates that cooking must always oc 
cur in large quantities. She remem- 
bers travelling on horse-drawn sleigh 
through frigid Christmas Eve nights 
to attend midnight mass, as cars were 
useless on unmaintained gravel roads. 
A feast would follow, of course. She 
remembers reading a cookie recipe— 
one that specifically involved orange 
juice—to her mother, for her mother 
could not read English. 

She continues to try new varieties 
of cookie every year and cannot even 
guess at how many different recipes 
she has tried. From a practical stand 
point, she notes that Christmas cookies 
are often fiddly to make and involve ex 
pensive ingredients that we might not 
keep on hand. She surmises that the 
reason Christmas cookies are so spe- 
cial is that we only get them once per 
year. It is indeed special, this ephemer- 
al cohesion of sugar and spice that has 
the ability to conjure up memories past 
and embody an entire season in the 
right combination of ingredients. 

In parting, what follows is my favou- 
rite Christmas cookie recipe ever. My 
grandma once clipped it from a power 
company newsletter and for me, the 
season would not be complete without 
devouring at least a few of these. V 
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DINNER OUT 


PURCHASE GIFT C ‘oe Hf 
INCHASE GIFT CARDS blue 
AT THEBLUEPEAN,.COM 10643 123 Strect pear 
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December is here and we all know what that means. 

Yup, desserts—glorious, decadent desserts. We scour 

the internet for the most elaborate recipes, splurge on : thicken, gradually turn the speed up to medium, and 

luxurious ingredients like Callebaut chocolate and pure vanilla, : then high. 

and carefully create. But no matter how divine the end result : 

is, it can still be improved. And it's simple. Just adda single rich, : Step 4: 

luxurious dollop of real whipped cream. Heaven. : Add 1-2 teaspoons of vanilla (or other flavouring) per cup of 
Real whipped cream doesn't come out of an aerosol can or a : cream and 1-2 tablespoons of sugar (depending on taste). Icing 

little plastic tub. Jt comes ina carton very much like your typical : sugar tends to dissolve better than granulated. 

milk carton, in liquid form, and then you do the whipping. : 


Whip on low speed to start. As the cream starts to 


: Step 5: 
It's so easy and oh-so-worth it. Here's how: : Whip until soft peaks form. Check by lifting up the beaters. 
U Sie cream, not light half-and-half. It's thi ees e t—it will clump and separate. INE Fo , D Music 
se whip; , not light cream or half-and-half. It's the : Don't overbeat—it w : id 
butterfat that traps the air bubbles, so the higher the butterfat : Fst sea wats 150 ros rm Paros 4 Tn coms wea von $50.00 : 
content, the better. : Step 7: Seooro scare tesans at 8-300 ewrt:? 
: Enjoy! ~earvnes 4 Form counse ica, erxanero, 00 pans Fem $80.00 jong gpg 


Step 2: : 
Chill everything—the cream, the bowl and the beaters. Cream : Whipped cream is best fresh, but you can refrigerate it for 
whips much better when everything is cold, so throw the bowl : a day or so. If it separates or deflates, just give it another 
and beaters in the freezer for 15 minutes before you start. : quick beat. 
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DISH // POMEGRANATE 


Plentiful pomegranates _ 
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_Now's the time to pick up this fruit 


a 


— 


a 


JAN HOSTYN 
// JAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


| te ama those humongous 
red fruits you see invading the bins 
at the grocery stores right now, are 
definitely worth tossing into your cart. 
Well, maybe placing gently—they're 
technically members of the berry fami- 
ly and, even with their thick skin, aren't 
immune to bruising. 

If you've never peered beyond that 
leathery pinkish-red skin, now's the 
time to do it. They're at the height of 
their season, and since they're only 
available from October to January, time 
is quickly running out. 

Although many people are still mysti- 
fied by this unique fruit, it's definitely 
not new. In fact, pomegranates are 
thought to be one of the first fruits ever 
cultivated. They are said to have origi- 


nated in the Middle East, but are now 
grown in a number of different coun- 
tries, including the United States, and 
are available almost worldwide. 

Don't choose a pomegranate based 
on colour—they vary from light pink 
to deep red. Pick them up. The heavi- 
er the pomegranate, the juicier it's 
going to be. 

Once you break open a pomegranate— 
you'll need a knife—you'll find clusters 
of tiny seeds embedded in a white 
membrane. Each individual seed is sur- 
rounded by a juice sac, or aril, and it's 
the juicy sweet-tart aril that you want to 
eat. The membrane is bitter, so separate 
the arils from the membrane before 
eating. This can be a messy task, but 
if you dissect the pomegranate under 
running water (or in a bowl of water), it 
minimizes the cleanup afterwards. 

Some people eat the whole aril, in- 


cluding the seed, and some eat just the 
juice and spit out each individual seed, 
since they can be a bit chewy. But give 
the seeds a try. Just think how good all 
that fibre is for you. 

Besides fibre, pomegranates are also 
a good source of folate and potassium 
and a very good source of vitamins C 
and K. Claims have also been made 
stating pomegranates have high levels 
of antioxidants. 

So, despite having to put a bit of ef- 
fort into the dismantling of a pome- 
granate, the result is worth it. But if 
you really don’t have a few minutes 
to spare, you can actually buy just the 
arils, already neatly packaged—for a 
premium, of course. 

Pomegranates are perfectly tasty just 
as they are, but they're versatile, too. 
You can throw the arils or juice into 
practically anything. WV 
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et’s be honest for a moment: theatre 
not a green medium to work in. 
Wooden sets get built up only to be torn 
down and tossed a few weeks later, the 
energy bill is high from tech rehearsal 
to dosing night and plenty of other 
resources get burned through with 
alarming necessity. 

It'snota pretty truth, but it was one on 
lan Leung's mind as he crafted U: The 
Comedy of Global Warming. He's tried 
to keep the entire production as close to 
carbon neutral as possible. 

"| don't think theatre is at a practice 
yet where we're aware of that a lot,” Le- 
ung explains. "This was kind of an ex- 
ercise in seeing how far we could go ... 
{being green] was something that was 
very Much in the designers’ heads as 
we approached the design.” 

There were limitations, of course, in 
terms of cost and feasibility, but Leung 
did find some successes: all the energy 
used in the show is being offset by Bull- 
frog Power, a green energy company that 
provides “clean, renewable electricity.” 
And whatever eco-unfriendly aspects re- 
main in the nuts and bolts of the produc- 
tion as necessary evils, the subject mat- 
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THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING 


AN INTERVIEW WITH IAN LEUNG AND 


GREEN BROADCAST >> U: The Comedy of Global Warming intersperses environmen- 


tal facts into its narrative fiction //supplied 


ter is anything but carelessly wasteful: 
an ambitious mix of multimedia and live 
action, and blending truth into its ficti- 
tious narrative, U—which also kicks off 
the indie5 theatre season—follows the 
comic relationship of an oil tycoon anda 
“climate change refugee," combined with 
video segments, factual interviews con- 


ducted with real scientists, politicians, 
activists and average Edmontonians on 
the subject of climate change. 


Of course, by crafting a satirical com- 
edy, Leung didn't get interviews with 
everyone he hoped to have chiming in. 
"We tried to speak to the Minister of 


PO TTTSTTTTTEO CLUE LLCCLCCTLELEELCTCCUTTTTTT 


Environment, but he declined, for rea- 
sons I think I understand,” he admits, 
noting he also didn’t approach oil ex- 
ecutives, figuring he already knew their 
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climate change issue for those interested 
in broadening their understanding of 
climate change. It’s not all new info, he 
notes, but a good ae place for those 


This was kind of an exercise in seeing how far we 
could go ... [being green] was something that was 


very much in the designers' heads as we approached 


the design. 


answer. Still, the breadth of interviews 
Leung gathered is a pretty enlightening 
spread, with voices chiming in from all 
sides of the issue—even Leung, a for- 
mer environmental scientist before he 
entered the arts, learned a thing or two. 
"(Working on U] deepened my under- 
standing of it," he says. "I know about it 
from having worked in the field, the Envi- 
ronment Ministry of Ontario some years 
ago, but!'d been away fromthe nitty-gritty 
of the science of it for a while, and the in: 
terviews allowed me to get reacquainted 
with what research was out there that was 
being done by the particular scientists." 
Leung couldn't fit it all into U, so he's 
set up a companion website (albertaville. 
ca) to include extended versions of the 
interviews, as well as an overview of the 


looking to educate themselves—which 
ultimately seems like Leung's goal, even 
if he couldn't take every green step he 
wanted to with U. 

"One time we were looking at putting 
programs on paper that you could plant 
and flowers would grow out of it. But 
that’s very expensive paper,” he sighs, 
“so we just didn't go that way.” 


THU, DEC 10 - SUN, DEC 20 (8 PM) 

U: THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY IAN LEUNG 
STARRING CLINTON CAREW, TIM HAMAGUCHI, 
GARETT SPELLISCY, COLE HUMENY, 

MELISSA THINGELSTAD 

MEDIA ROOM, FINE ARTS BUILDING 

(88 AVE - 112 ST), $15- $20 
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DANCE // THE NUTCRACKER 


A new nut to crack 


A year after its big overhaul, the Alberta Ballet's Nutcracker is still unwrapping new choreography 


FAWNDA MITHRUSH 
/{ FANEMOR@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ov ofthe most recognizable sounds 
of Christmas, along with the irre- 
sistibly terrible Boney M's "Mary's Boy 
Child,” is the playful celesta twinkle in 
the dance of the sugar plum fairy. But 
the seasonal tradition of The Nutcrack- 
er didn’t start off as well as one might 
expect—the versions that audiences 
see ae including Alberta Ballet's 
revamp choreographed by Edmund 
Stripe, are different from what 
was originally conceived back in 1892. 
"One — teally evolved is in its 
Success as a ballet,” explains Stripe. 
“When created by Petipa and 
Iraungeaian successful at all—it 
was basically considered a flop, espe- 
cially by Tchaikovsky himself. It wasn't 
until much later in the 2oth century 
when George Balanchine basically cre- 
ated a new version in America that The 
Nuteracker really took off as a Christmas 
Sort of phenomenon.” 


Since then, many choreographers and 
ballet companies have mucked around 
with the characters and taken liberties 
with the story's interpretation. 100 
years after Tchaikovsky composed the 
score, Mark Morris released a surpris- 
ing and macabre version set with danc- 
ers as Gl Joes and Barbie dolls. 


Stripe says it's not uncommon for 
dance companies to tweak their own 
renditions of the show, and in Alber- 
ta Ballet's case, a total overhaul was 
much needed. 

"The sets and the costumes hadn'tbeen 
changed in nearly 13 years. Our original 
costumes were falling apart at the seams 


quite literally,” Stripe says. "We had to 
have a major overhaul and we thought 
we might as well re-choreograph and 
redesign it at the same time.” 


Stripe's version, which debuted to 
great success last year, takes the story 
out of its traditional German setting 
and places it in an era more suited to 
the composer's roots, shifting every- 
thing to imperialist Russia at the turn 
of the 2oth century. Along with snow- 
flakes dressed like Russian princesses, 
and of course the Trepak dance in the 
second act, the placment of the new 
show was a perfect fit for New York de- 
signer Zack Brown. 

"Brown favoured that period—Russia 
is one of his specialities" Stripe says, 
adding that the set forthe drawing room 
in the opening of the ballet is actually 
a (very) large-scale version of Tchaik- 
ovsky's own house—one can only hope 
the long-dead composer might finally 
be pleased with this version. And the 
dancers seem to like it, too. 


"J think they were quite relieved ac- 
tually when we started doing the new 
choreography, some of our dancers had 
been doing the previous version for 
eight years and had it totally ingrained 
in their bodies,” says Stripe. "Mine is 
a pretty traditional Nutcracker story, 
although I have gone back to several 
of the ideas that E.T.A. Hoffmann had 
when he originally wrote the book. The 
book is actually nothing like the bal- 
let: when they go into the palace of the 
sugar plum fairy it’s actually only one 
or two paragraphs in the whole book, 
whereas in the ballet, of course, the 
whole of the second act rotates around 
that magical kingdom." W 


THU, DEC 10 — SUN, DEC 13.(7:30 PM) 
SAT, DEC 12, SUN, DEC 13(2PM) 
ALBERTA BALLET'S THE NUTCRACKER 
CHOREOGRAPHY BY EDMUND STRIPE 
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¢¢Riml's drama is 
smart, refreshing and 
somehow timeless.? 


The Globe and Mail 


Starring: 


JESSE GERVAIS 
JEFF HASLAM 
DAVINA STEWART 
FRANK ZOTTER 


Director: Bradley Moss 

Set & Costume Designer: Lisa Hancharek 
Lighting Designer: Scott Peters 

Sound Designer: Dave Clarke 

Media Designer: fan Jackson 

Stage Manager: Amy Kucharuk 
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DECEMBER 13 2003 “Sasibes 
The ROXY Theatre 10708 124th Street 


7 80-453-2440 fpasustes VUE ry 


ponsar: 


theatrenetwork.Ca@ — ~ rroovytenJéckson/EPic 


WUEWEEKLY // DEC 10 —- DEC 16, 2009 


e of those mysterious 
se origins are always elu- 

s of humour aren't really ever 
like, say, musical apprecia- 
because there isn't really 
that goes into the appre- 

+ you laugh or you don't, 
t -attempt to explain why basically 
ruins it. Best to just follow the zen-like 
wisdom of Homer (Simpson, of course): 
"Oh, a joke. I get jokes.” 

That seems to be working for Lindsey 
Walker. The sometime singer/songwrit- 
er and Rapid Fire Theatre veteran has 
spent the last year preparing to be funny, 
pulling together friends and acquain- 
tances to create the debut show of her 
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sh-a-sketch 


new sketch comedy collect, Ostriphant 
Outfit. And while the end result, House 
of Hilarity, will surely live up to its name 
if her track record is any indication, that 
doesn't yet mean she knows exactly 
where the funny comes from. 

"For myself, I usually think ofsomething 
funny when I'm on the train, or when I'm 
driving to get groceries—anything mun- 
dane, really,” explains Walker during a 
break from her day job which, judging by 
her sly comments about it, surely allows 
for a lot of room to come up with mate- 
nal. "I think it's really anytime I let my 
mind wander that I come up with stuff." 

And where previously that might have 
only found expression in emails, Walker 
has convened the brightest talents she 
knows to hash them out into full-length 
comedy bliss. It can be a dangerous prop- 


osition to start writing comedy with oth- 
er people—even if it's ineffable, what's 
funny is also pretty close to the soul, as it 
were—but Walker has found the group a 
valuable and cohesive cohort for putting 
together sketch comedy. 
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TELEVISION // MIXED BLESSINGS 


From cops to comedy 


Gary Basaraba gets to make use of his funny bone in Mixed Blessings 


DAVID BERRY 
// DRVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ofa career that has stretched from 
the Yale School of Drama to regular 
roles on both the small and big screen, 
Gary Basaraba has carved a character 
niche as an occasionally gruff but usually 
well-meaning guy. Something about his 
face, plaintively relaxed but sternly set, 
seems to suggest police officers in par- 
ticular, and up until now his most familiar 
roles have been as cops of one stripe or an- 
other, from Sheriff Kilgore in Fried Green 
Tomatoes to titled roles on respected cop 
shows Brooklyn South and Boomtown. 

It's not a resume that immediately sug- 
gests a turn as Hank, the sweet-hearted 
but frequently bombastic plumber that's 
one halfofthe couple at the heart of Mixed 
Blessings, but Basaraba has a couple of 
aces up his sleeve as far as that's con- 
cerned, The show, set in Fort McMurray 
and following the travails of a mixed fam- 
ily, one part Alberta Ukrainian and one 
part Cree, speaks to two parts of Basaraba's 
history: his old pay-the-bills jobs working 
constniction and a familiar setting, him 
being born in Edmonton and all. As he ex- 
plains, both come in handy for finding the 
soul of Hank. 

“Especially with comedy, making it close 
tothe bone, making it close to who you are 
yourself offers you a sense of spontaneity 
and improvisation,” says Basaraba, point- 


LAUGH IT UP >> Mixed Blessings is on 
to a third season //Supplied 


ing out that that kind of close relation is 
especially important on Mixed Blessings, 
which lets Basaraba and co-star Tina 
Lameman improvise much of the comedy 
for a more natural feel. "You're playing off 
of your core, so in a sense you become in- 
separable from the character.” 


Playing off the core seems particularly apt 
for Mixed Blessings. Airing on APTN, it's 
grounded both by its small-town Alberta 
setting and its lighthearted take on living 
in a mixed familly: now entering its third 
season, the show has dealt with everything 
from Hank taking part in traditional First 
Nations ceremonies to the life ofa hockey 
dad, and will now take on what it's like to 
raise a baby. For Basaraba, that grounding 
is what lets people relate to the more out- 
rageous moments of sitcom living. 

"You really have to honour the truth of 


the relationships in the situation that 
you're in,” he explains. "Even though 
we're cavorting and making comedy at 
the same time, if it comes out of a real 
place, if it comes out of characters and 
people where people can say, ‘This guy's 
just like me,’ or, ‘This gal’s just like the 
girl next door,’ if you can show that 
they have to deal with all the things 
that modern life that people have to, 
then people will let their guard down, 
and acceptthem in the more bizarre co- 
medic situations." 

Basaraba believes Mixed Blessings can 
have that effect because working on the 
show has already changed his own point 
of view, something he appreciates more 
and more as the show continues. 

"It's certainly been very enlightening 
in terms of the inside view of the way 
First Nations people look at themselves 
and the rest of society. That's a point of 
view that you just don't get to share as 
regular Joe Whiteguy," he points out. 
"And really what keeps me going is that 
it's not just 28 minutes of funny stuff 
and then forget about it. We're stirring 
that kind of stuffup." W 
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SAT, DEC 12 (3:30 PM) 
MIXED BLESSINGS 
STARRING GARY BUSARABA, TINALAMEMAN 


Because everyone is so different, and 
our experiences and types of comedy 
are so different, it really blends well,” 
she says of the group, which includes 
some other Rapid Fire participants as 
well as filmmakers and musicians. "It 


think Balance 
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makes for a nice melting pot of comedy: 
there might be a little thing in some- 
one’s sketch that someone else will pick 
up on and suggest something, and all of 
us have gotten really good at listening 
to other people.” 


The result is a multimedia mix, with 
both live and filmed bits that tend to fo- 
cus on tweaking the everyday world in 
an absurd new way. And, as Walker ex- 
plains, the process has been successful 
enough that we likely won't have to wait 
ayear for the next show. 

“We still have tons ofsketchesthat won't 
be in our first show,” she says, sounding 
a bit disappointed. "I guess that leaves 
something for the next one." W 


FRI, DEC 11 (8 PM) 

HOUSE OF HILARITY 

PRESENTED BY OSTRIPHANT OUTFIT 
PEL STUDIO THEATRE, TRANSALTA ARTS 
BARNS (10330 - 84 AVE), $12-$15 
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_ In life, there is no balance, only 


balancing. We are constantly jugaling 
home, work and personal interests in 
an effort to acheive a sense of 
balance in our lives. 


Understanding the need for balance, 
MacEwan offers courses on a part 
time basis to fit into your schedule 
where and wher you need them. You 
can take a course in the evening, on 
the weekend, or through computer 
managed learning. 


Before you know it, you will graduate 
with your degree or diploma. A more 
balanced employee, a more balanced 
individual. A more balanced life. 


University and college 
credit part-time. 


Start in January. 
www.MacEwan.ca/balance 
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VISUAL ARTS // A PERFECT STATE OF HAPPINESS 


Imperfect state 


A Perfect State of Happiness offers 
little with snapshots and sculptures 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
// ADAMWB@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
andace Makowichuk would like 
you to understand that she’s work- 
ing on serious ideas about feminist 
identity in the family and such, but 
in A Perfect State of Happiness all she 
has to show for it are a bunch of pic- 
tures of children. The photos are black 
and white, so you can tell that she was 
trying really hard to make them seem 
important. Some of them are printed 
on paper and the rest on cheap-look- 
ing transparent fabric, ruining their 
contrast and causing their unfinished, 
fraying edges to curl up and make the 
image harder to see. It's not immedi- 
ately clear if there is a reason for this. 
The photos themselves don't make 
much of an argument that might help 
salvage their presentation. The chil- 
dren are playing in the middle of the 
frame; there isn't too much specific 
action going on because Makowichuk 
would like them to seem timeless. 
Once you've seen one, the others feel 
like mere variations. Here, the child is 
playing in the dirt. Here, he's on grass, 
or in front of a sheet of fabriq; et cet- 
era. There really isn't much more to 
say about them. 


Ruth-Anne French's sculptures are a 
little better. Using an “intense colour 
pallet" of the same blue on every 
sculpture and nothing else, she's con- 
structed a collection of ramshackle 
structures topped with toylike sheep 
and birds. There is a little interest in 
these works from their bases, which 
swing between reference to thrown 
pottery made on a wheel—many of 
them were made this way, although 
they tilt to one angle under the weight 
of their accoutrements—and extrud- 
ed geometrical forms that seem like 
miniature steel I-beams and the like. 


Merr 


Brigh 


Topped with picturesque sculptural 
detritus, pieces of incomplete sculp- 
tures, one can imagine that French is 
approaching some kind of discussion 
about aesthetics and sculptural con- 
ventions, looking at sculpture with 
an historical eye. The overwhelming 
feeling, however, created by the not- 
groundbreaking fragmented pieces 


a The photos 
themselves don't 
-make much of an 
argument that might 
help salvage their 
presentation. 


and the shiny blue surface, is that 
you could buy these at a knick-knack 
store to put on your patio or use as a 
centrepiece. 

Remarkably, Harcourt House's main 
gallery is filled with this work; both 
artists have many pieces on display. 
It seems like each could have three to 
five pieces in this show instead with- 
out seriously affecting its overall im- 
pression, although perhaps there is 
a reasonable fear that it might cause 
people to skip over them entirely. To 
top it off, nobody looked over the two 
artists’ statements to make sure that 
they didn’t contain numerous spell- 
ing errors or change typeface in the 
middle of a sentence. You're better 
off staying in the Front Room Gallery 
this month. V 
eee 

UNTIL FRI, DEC 18 

APERFECT STATE OF HAPPINESS 

FEATURING THE WORKS OF CANDACE - 

MAKOWICHUK AND RUTH-ANNE FRENCH 

HARCOURT HOUSE ART CENTRE 

(THIRD FLOOR, 10215 - 112 ST) 


featuring 


q 


Chorealis 


Monday, 14.December 2009 


7:00 PM 
Unitarian Church of Edmonton 


(10804 119 Street) 
FREE Admission 


SH EATEN HC MMR UREMMIMNTANAHHH 


VISUAL ARTS // NANABOZHO: THE TAIL OF GIVING 


Carving up fables 


Jason Carter's paintings and soapstone sculptures draw from 


trickster tales in Nanabozho: The 


AMY FUNG 
1] AMY @VUEWEEKLY.COM 
rowing up in Edmonton, Jason 
Carter didn't feel exposed to very 
much of his Aboriginal spirituality. In 
his search to reconnect to his heritage, 
he found Nanabozho, the trickster rab- 
bit, in the unlikely form of soapstone. 

A few days before the opening of his 
most recent exhibition, Nanabozho: 
The Tail of Giving, Carter shared, "I 
started carving soapstone in 2003 af- 
ter I had mentioned offhandedly to my 
sister that I would love to try soapstone 
carving, and at Christmas, I got a piece 
of soapstone, which I left in the closet 
for a while. But as I continued look- 
ing to connect with my spirituality, I 
was looking for a flat piece of stone to 
smudge with and carry around with 
me, I ended up cutting off a piece of 
this soapstone, which turned into a tiny 
eagle's wing, and that's when I really 
started playing with it.” 

Beginning with the nontraditional 
tools of a wrench and a screwdriver, 
Carter began carving his first pieces 
of free form and animal forms. With a 
friend and mentor in St. Albert-based 
Doug Smart, Carter has gone on to have 
two solo exhibitions in the past year, 
been picked up by Bearclaw Gallery and 
selected as one of six Aboriginal artists 
to represent Alberta at the upcoming 
Olympics in Vancouver. 

“I started carving soapstone because I 
was searching for my Aboriginal spiri- 
tuality," he continues. "In that, in trying 
to get height out of the stone, I found 
Nanbozho, the trickster rabbit. In Cree, 
Mi'kmag and Ojibway, they all use the 
rabbit as their trickster character, some- 
thing used by the elders to traditionally 
teach children about morality and their 
surroundings, and in my research, I was 
inspired by these stories.” 

Within many fables, it is Nanabozho's 
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Tail of Giving 


trickery that leads to and explains why 
the beaver has a flat tail, or why the 
grizzly bear has a hump on its back. 

Working as a live camera operator for 
City TV, Carter combined creative forces 
with his coworker and TV personality 
Bridget Ryan for a mun of cabaret story- 
telling and art exhibition at the Catalyst 
Theatre for most of December. 

"I see a streaming narrative through- 
out the pieces that are intercon- 


nected," says Carter, who trained in 
graphic design and hasn't taken any 
formal art training since high school. 
"We were trying to tie the two shows 
together through storytelling, as both 
shows are tied to stories. I've only ever 
seen one cabaret, so I'm not sure what 
to expect, but there are 18 new songs 
all interconnected through story and 
within context they all tell a story 
through song.” 


Carving primarily in soapstone, as wel! 
as chlorite and wonderstone, the exhibi 
tion features 13 paintings and 13 sculp- 
tures. Although soapstone is not exactly 
a popular art medium outside of most 
Northern Canadian communities, Car'- 
er seems committed to the art form. 

"The history of soapstones include 
smaller pendants as they would be 
more mobile,” says Carter, whose piec- 
es weigh roughly 15 - 25 pounds each 
"There's quite a few carvers up north 
but not too many in the south, or urban 
cities, It's a very messy medium, | have 
to wear a full suit and wear a masked 
ventilator as soapstone dust is bad for 
the lungs, and I kick up a lot when I'm 
carving. It's hard for anyone to get into 
It's really messy and expensive, but I re- 
ally like doing it." W 
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BALLET - Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave 
‘The Nutcracker choreographed by 


‘CALGARY, VIA MONTREAL - 5 
04 St» calgaryopera.com/arrata 
‘witih Montreal's La Otra Orilla and 
ganna Terracciano « Dec 12, 8pm + 
under 10) at 403.262.7286 


‘The Landing Pad, #201, 10923- 
*milezerodance.com + Winter 
p (days): A intensive workshop on 
e techniques» Dec 14-18 


+ City Hall main foyer « 780 434.4386 


‘Metro Cinema, 9828-101A Ave Zeidler Hall « 
‘+ FAVA Freshworks Screening « Dec 12, 7pm. 


ART BEAT GALLERY « 26 St Anne St, St Albert» 
780.499.3679 * PEOPLE MAKE YOU SMILE: Whimsical 
paintings by Angela Morgan and Buddy Kennedy and 
new works by gallery artists Frances Alty-Arscott, Shirley 
Cordes-Rogomnsky, Igor Postash, Bev Bunker, Fran Heath, 
Min Ma, and Audrey Pfanmuller « Through Dee 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA - Enterprise Sq, 100, 10230 
Jasper Ave « 780.422.6223 » MUSEUMS IN THE aST CENTU- 
RY-Concepts, Projects, Buildings: Presenting the world’s lead- 
ing museum building projects conceived in the 21st Century; 
‘until Deca3 » CANADIAN MUSEUMS NOW: Contributions 
fiom the Art Gallery of Ontario, Royal Ontario Museurn, 
Gardiner Museum in Toronto; Canadian War Museum in 
Ottawa and the new Canadian Museum of Human Rights 
in Winnipeg; until Dec 13 » THE NEW FLANEURS: Con- 

‘Urban Practice and the Picturesque: A selection 
of picturesque works of art from the AGA collection. 
Featuring Don Gill; until Dec 13 « BUILDING A VISION: Art 
‘Gallery of Alberta and Randall Stout Architects: Compare 
‘building sketches, photographs, diagrams and plans with 
the final model of the new Art Gallery of Alberta, charting 
the design and construction of Randall Stout Architects’ new 
Art Gallery of Alberta; until Dec 13 + Window, (102 St, Enter- 
prise Sq) INSIDE OUT: WEM AND THE SUBCONSCIOUS 
SPACE OF THE CITY: Installation by Dan Briker, until Dec 
43 « Art for Lunch: Enterprise Square Atrium; Free on the 
jast Thu each month, 12:10-12:sopm « Free (member)/$10 
(adult)/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-x2yrs)/free (syrs and 
under\/$20 (family); Pay-What-You-May, Thu, 4-8pm 
ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY - 3rd Fi, 10217-106 St+ 
780.439.9532 » Open House: The artists who call ArtsHab 
home will open up their studios and homes «Thu, Dec 
10, 4:30-9pm 


ASSINIBOIA HALL-Women's Studies Program Gallery 
+ U ofA Campus » Mon-Fri, zarn-7pm « LOVE LETTERSTO 
FEMINISM: Hosted by University of Alberta's Women Stud- 
ies Program - Until Dec 32 

BILTON CONTEMPORARY ART-Red Deer « 4b-s809-st 
Ave, Red Deer, 403.343.3933 « Furniture by Jim Coffey, 
paintings by Steve Coffey « Until Jan 2 

CATALYST THEATRE - 8529 Gateway Boulevard « 
NANABOZHO: THE TAIL OF GIVING: Artworks by Jason 
Carter « Until Dec 20 


CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA « 9103-95 
Ave «780 461.3427 « MINIATURES AND MORE; Miniature 
paintings by various artists and photographs by Yves 
Caron » Dec 11-23 + Opening reception: Dec 11, 7-8:30pm; 
artists in attendance 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY « 9621-82 Ave 

= 780.498.1984 « CRAZY FAMILY: Large paintings depicting 
‘Christi's family life over the years + Until Dec 31 
COMMON SENSE GALLERY « 10546-115 St + 
780.482.2685 « PORTRAIT HELMETS: Sculptures by Ryan 
McCourt « Until Dec 20 


DANDY SALON - 11104 Whyte Ave + 780.433.7078 » New ink 


and charcoal drawings by Moana Wasywich » Until Dec 31 
‘780.482.1402 + silver jewellery by Wz 
es Ao ecarbeas cael he 


FLAVOURS MODERN BISTRO - 10354 82 Ave + 
780.439.9604 » NEW YORK: 3 OCTOBERS: Photographs 
by Tracey Tomtene « Dec 11-Feb 28 » Opening recep- 
tion: Dec a3, 7-1pm_ 


FRINGE bes mrs + 10516 Whyte Ave, Paint Spot bsmt 
* 780.432.0240 » STREAM TO THE RIVER: Paintin; 
Jennifer Shook « Until Jan 1s > clas 
GALLERY AT MILNER - Stanley A. Milner Library 
Main Fl, Sir W Hh Churchill Sq + 780.496.7030 « 
FALLING: , STILLNESS AND MOTION: Land- 
scapes by Lorraine Shulba - Until Dec 20 


GALLERY IS_Red Deer - 5123-48 St, Alexander Way, 
Red Deer, 403.341.4641 « Annual Miniatures Exhibition 
+ Until Dec 31 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY «11215-102 St 

= Main Galley: A PERFECT STATH OF MAPPINGS yore 
type photography and clay works by Candace Makowichuk 
and Ruth-Anne French » Front Room: WHEN YOU HAVE 
NOT BEEN THERE, YOUR HEART IS FULL OF LONGING 
(REDUX¢ Photographs by Lee Henderson » Until Dec19 


HARRIS-WARKE GALLERY-Red Deer - Sunworks, 4924 
Ross St « 403.346.8937 « BELONGING, MAIL ART PROJECT: 
Arts a la Carte’s Belonging Project « Until Jan 8 


JEFF ALLEN ART GALLERY - Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave « 780.433.5807 « CHRIST- 
MAS SHOW: Artworks by artists who exhibited in 
2009 « Until Dec 23 


JOHNSON GALLERY - Southside: 7711-85 St + 
780.465.6171; Christmas art fair; works by various art- 
ists « Northside: 11817-80 St + 780.479.8424; Artworks 
by various artists « Through Dec 


KAMENA GALLERY « 5718 Calgary Tr « Open: 
Mon-Fri 1oam-6pm, Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 1oam-spm « 
Featuring a wide variety of artworks 


MCMULLEN GALLERY « U of A Hospital, 8440-112 St 
780.407.7152 « GROWING UP: Paintings and drawings 
about personal and universal experiences of growing 
up + Until Dec 23 


MCPAG - Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery, 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain « 780.963.2777 - Paintings by 
Russ Hogger Until Jan 20 


MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE - 5 Mission Ave, St Albett « 780.651.8176 « 
Aboriginal Veterans Display + Gift Shop « Finger weav- 
ing and sash display by Celina Loyer 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM <5 St Anne St, St Albert « 
780. 459.1528 = LOVE ‘EM, HATE 'EM: CANADIANS AND 
THEIR POLITICIANS « Until Feb 14 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS + 9225-118 
Ave + 780.474.7611 « OBJECTS AND CURIOS: A Winter 
Show and Sale « Until Dec 23 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY «19 Perron St, St Albert 
= 780.460.4310 » NOCTURNAL: Artworks by Jime Davies, 
Leona Cochrane, Chris Lavis and Maciek Szczerbowski, and 
Karolina Kowalski’s « Until Dec 24 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA - 8555 Roper Rd 

+ 780.427.1750 « NOW AND THEN: Featuring photographs 
from the Provincial Archives of Alberta's holdings recreated 
by photographers from Images Camera Club (both sets of 
photographs on display) + Until Jan 24 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM - 12845-102 Ave « 
780.453.9100 » MUCH MORE MUNSCH; for children aged 
6-12; until Apr 5 « DIAMONDS-MINED, REFINED AND 
DESIGNED: An interactive, bi-lingual (English/French); 
until Jan 17 + VANISHING CULTURES: Photographs by 
Lany Louie; until Jan 31 « A NORTHERN ALPHABET: 
Artworks by Ted Harrison; until Jan 3: 


SCOTT GALLERY « 10411-124 St « 780.488.3619 « CEL- 
EBRATING THE SEASON: Landscapes by Wendy Wacko, 
Jim Stokes and Jim Visser; Robert Sinclair's artist albums; 
ceramic works by Arne Handley; still lifes by Leslie Poole 
and Pamela Thurston + Until Dec 24 


SIDESHOW GALLERY « 9609 Whyte Ave + 780.433.1430 +A 
LITTLE BIT OF THIS, A LITTLE BIT OF THAT: Artworks by 
Anthony Baker, Brandon Dalmer, Susan Fothergill, Marysol 
Foucault, Dana Holst, Travis McEwen, Esther Scott, Jodi 
Sharp, Jill Watamaniuk, and Laurel Westlund « Until jan 2 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY « Melcor Cultural Centre, 
35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove « 780.962.0664 + CHRISTMAS STORE: 
‘Works by Allied Arts Council members « Until Dec 23 


STUDIO GALLERY «21 Perron St, St Albert, 780.460.5993 * 
WET PAINT: Artworks by the VASA artists (Visual Arts Studio 
Association St Albert) « Until Dec 31 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE - 780.452.9100 « 
telusworldofscience.com/edmonton « THE SCIENCE 
OF TOYS: Dec 19-Jan 3, 12-4pm + The Light Before 
Christmas; In IMAX 


TU GALLERY « 10718-124 St - 780.452.9664 « ANOTHER 
BRUSH WITH YARDLEY JONES: A retrospective look at 
the life works of Yardley Jones « Dec 12-Jan 16 « Open- 
ing reception: Sat, Dec 16, 12-4pm 

VAAA GALLERY + 3rd Fi, 10215-222 St « 
780.421.1731/1.866.421.2731 * SURROUNDINGS: Pho- 
tographs by Aaron Falkenberg, James Gaa, and TJ. 
Mclachlan « Until Dec 19 


WEST END GALLERY « 12308 Jasper Ave «780.488.4892 
+ WINTER COLLECTION: Artworks by Robert Savignac, 
Claudette , Pierre Giroux, Rod Charlesworth, 
Claude A. Simard, Bill Webb, and Glen Semple 
WOMEN'S STUDIES PROGRAM GALLERY « Assiniboia 
Hall, U of A- LOVE LETTERS TO FEMINISM: Mail art 
exhibition « Until Dee 31 


[ARTERY « 9535 Jasper Ave «780.441.6966 « theartery.ca « Liter- 
ary Saloon «Thu, Dec 10,7-pm 


AUDREYS BOOKS - 10702 Jasper Ave « 780.423-3487 » Writer 
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tn iene, ath Mace’ Every Tuc Th, 30-spm 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE « 9624-76 Ave + 780. + Stor 
Slam: yrd Wed each mionth Bo as 
CITY ARTS CENTRE - 10943-84 Ave «780.932.4409 + 
TALES. Grele: Tell stories or come: 
to listen; and Fri each month « Until Jur, 8pm; $3 (free first 
time); Finger food potluck on Fri, Dec 1, 7pm. 


GREENWOOD'S BOOKSHOPPE « 7925-104 St = 
780.439.2005 + Theo Fleury will be signing his book (not 
memorabilia signing or posed pictures) « Tue, Dec 1s, 4pm 
CHAPTERS-Red Deer « 5250-22 St, Red Deer « 4033092427 
+ Book signing with NHL hockey legend, Theo Fleury sign- 
ing his memoir, Playing with Fire «Wed, Dec16, 6pm 
PRANA YOGA STUDIO « 203, 18332 Lessard Rd, Hawkstone 
Plaza « Launch of Tyler Enfield's children’s book, Wrush:The 
‘Secret Worlds Of Tabetha Bright + Dec 12, 2-6pm 

ROUGE LOUNGE - 10111-117 St + 780.902.5900 + 
miwieateteciliiecackcae 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE - 11153 Saskatchewan Dr+ 
780.422.2697 » Christmas Tea and Tales: An evening of 
Christmas tales with storyteller Marjorie Russell « Dec 10, 
7pm » $u5/$13 (member); pre-register 

‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY. 7 Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq «780.496.7000 « Centre for Reading: From Books to 
Film; every Fri, 2pm + Teen Movie Scene: movie club for 
teens; ist and 3rd Thu every month 


UPPER CRUST CAFE - 10909-86 Ave + 780.422.8174 « The 
‘Poets’ Haven Weekly Reading Series: Presented by the 
Stroll of Poets Society » Every Mon, 7pm « $5 (door) « Harold 
Cashman, John Chalmers, Diane Dalley, Seaneen O'Rourke, 
and Sonya Solomonovich on Dec 14 

— 


BRIDGET RYAN, BRIDGET RYAN’S BIG OL' CHRIST- 
MAS CABARET « Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Blvd 
+ Directed by Stewart Lemoine « Dec 10-20, Tue-Sat 
7:30pm, Sun 2pm « $26 (adult)/$xs (student/senior); Tue: 
two-for-one at TIX on the Square 


(CHIMPROV « Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave + 780.433.3399 
+ Rapid Fire Theatre's improv show every Sat, Dec 12, 1pm; 
returning on Sat, Jan 9 « $10 (door)/$8 (Rapid Fire Theatre 
member)/$s (high school students) at TIX on the Square 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL - Citadel Maclab Theatre, 9823-1014 
Ave + 780.426.4811 « Adapted by Tom Wood, directed by Bob 
Baker, starring Tom Wood - Until Dec 23 


DIE-NASTY - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave «780.433.3399 
+ Live improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen 
every Mon,730pm « Until the last Mon in May + Sio 


HANSEL AND GRETEL - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Aye + Alberta Opera Musical Theatre for Young People, 
starring Jason Hardwick, Robyn Wallis, and Matt Van 
Boeyen + Until Dec 13 + $22 (child)/free (adult with child 
under 12) at TIX on the Square 


HOUSE OF HILARITY - PCL Studio Theatre, TransAlta 
Arts Barns, 10330-84 Ave « Presented by Ostriphant 
Outfit « Fri, Dec a1 (8pm) » $12-Sis 


11'S A WONDERFUL LIFE! « Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 
Ave « Teatro's live radio broadcast of Frank Capra's film. Star- 
ring Jeff Haslam, Davina Stewart, Leona Brausen, Kendra 
Connor, Cathy Derkach, Andrew MacDonald-Smith, and 
Mark Meer « Dec 1-19 with complimentary eggnog, mulled 
wine « Fri, Dec 18, 7:30pm; Sat, Dec 19, apm, 7:30pm - $25 
(adult\/S20 (senior/student) at 780.433.3309, TIX on the Square 


LEND ME A TENOR - Walterdale Theatre, 10322-83 Ave 
« By Ken Ludwig, directed by Elizabeth Day. Set in 1934, 

this farce revolves around tenor Tito Merelli, known as 

“Tl Stupendo” + Until Dec 12, 8pm; Sun mat at apm + $12- 
$16 at TIX on the Square 


LUCK BE A LADY - Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 2690, 
8882-170 St, Il, WEM « 780.484.2424 + Vegas in the 'sos 
and ‘60s with the music of Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, 
Sammy Davis Jr. and others + Until Jan 23 


MOSTLY WATER - Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St Variety 
show mixing live stage performance with video shorts, and 
musical guests + $21 at TIX on the Square « Sat, Dec 19, 8pm 


NIK AND STU'S SH*TTIEST CHRISTMAS EVER - 
Avenue Theatre, 9030-118 Ave « Two kids are putting on 
a Christmas pageant when the director dies suddenly. 
In order to save Christmas, twelve baby Jesus’ have to 
perform twelve Christmas miracles in twelve days, No 
minors + Fri, Dec 11, 9pm (door) « $12 (door) 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL « Varscona The- 
atre, 10329-83 Ave + 780.433.3399 + varsconatheatre.com/ 
ohsusanna « The Euro-style Variety Spectacle’s celebration 
of the Yuletide, hosted by Susanna Patchouli and Eros, 
God of Love! Laughs! Music! Eggnog « Sat, Dec 19, pm + 
Tickets at the door starting at 10:30pm 


POSTER BOYS - Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 St + Theatre Net- 
work, by Michele Riml « A local bank hires Caroline to create 
a queer-positive ad campaign; she is shocked when the 

models turn out to be her ex-fiancee and his partner « Until 
Dec 13, Tue-Sat 8pm; Sun apm « $13-$27 at TX on the Square 


RAPID FIRE THEATRE IMPROV - Artery, 9535 Jasper Ave 
+ 780.441.6966 « Improv hosted by Rapid Fire Theatre « 
‘Thu, Dec 17, 7-11pm + $5 


ROXY PERFORMANCE SERIES « Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 
St+ Variety show presented by sketch comedy troupe Mostly 
Water Theatre « Sat, Dec 19, 8pm « $21 at TIX on the Square 


THE SUPER GROOVY ‘70S - Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
16615-2109 Ave «780.483.4051/1-877-529-7829 (toll free) « The 
"70s generation is reborn with some of the best music, 
fashion, big hair and disco + Until Feb14 


THEATRESPORTS - Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave» 
70.433:3399 + Rapid Fire Theatre every Fri, 13pm until Dec 18, 
returns Fri, Jan 8 « $10 (door)/$8 (member) 

U: THE COMEDY OF GLOBAL WARMING - Media Rm, 
Fine Arts Bldg, U of A + Written and directed by lan Leung, 
presented by Theatre Number 6 + Dec 11-21 


gatun 


1. Rosanne Cash—The List (emi) 


2. Karla Anderson —Brand New Day (indelible) 


lusic Destination 


TOP 20 FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 10, 2009 


3. Blue Rodeo-The Things We Left Behind (warner) 


4. Tom Waits - Glitter & Doom Live (anti) 


5. Hany Manx —Bread & Buddha (dog my cat) 


6. Los Cenzonties with David Hidalgo & Taj Mahal - American Horizon 


(los cenzontles) 


7. Carolyn Mark & NQ Arbuckle — Let's Just Stay Here (mint) 


8. Lyle Lovett —Natural Forces (lost highway) 
9. Them Crooked Vultures — S/T (interscope) 


10.The Flaming Lips — Embryonic (wamer) 
11.Levon Helm — Electric Dirt (dirt farmer) 
12.The Swell Season — Strict Joy (anti) 


13.John Wort Hannam — Queen's Hotel (black hen) 
14.Colin James — Rooftops & Satellites (maple) 


15.Maria Muldaur & Her Garden Of Joy - 


16. The Heavy - The House That Dirt Built (counter) 


17.Monsters Of Folk - S/T (shangrila) 


18.Corb Lund = Losin’ Lately Gambler (new west) 


19.Sam Baker — Cotton (music road) 


20.Dan Mangan — Nice, Nice, Very Nice (fur) 


BUILT TO SPILL 
THERE 1S NO ENEMY 


From the early 90’s until now Built To Spill have 
made a solid career out of pleasing their fans 

with top notch rock. There Is No Enemy shows 
that a band doesn't have to consistently break 


new ground to remain relevant. 


IMCMTON 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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FILM // ME AND ORSON WELLES 


Finding his inner Orson 


Christian McKay's portrayal of Orson Welles seems peeeeeened by his own life 


~ JOSEF BRAUN 
/{ }OSEF@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ere are the roles we seek and the roles 
that seek us, that sneak up behind us 
and whisper in our ears something about 
destiny. Christian McKay was once a con- 


cert pianist, occupying the prize position- 


in numerous celebrated piano concertos 
at the tender age of 22, by his own account 
mercilessly insulting the conductor and 
turning other members of the orchestra 
against him. He was often in the spotlight, 
respected as a young virtuoso, yet still be- 
haved terribly toward his collaborators. He 
was practicing to play Orson Welles. 

When I spoke with McKay over the 
phone last week this charismatic natu- 
ral orator seemed to possess countless 
stories attesting to the inevitability of his 
assuming the role that would completely 
change his career. He spoke of flying 
to Austin for a screen test with director 
Richard Linklater, waking from anap, and 
realizing his was directly over Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, Welles’ hometown. He spoke 
of walking into Musso & Frank's in Holly- 
wood and being asked, "Your usual table 
Mr. Welles?” MacKay protested the ruse, 
but the elderly maitre d’ calmly asserted, 
"This has always been your table Mr. 
Welles, "just like Lloyd the bartender serv- 
ing drinks to Jack Nicholson in The Shin- 
ing. McKay recently worked on a picture 
with the grandson of John Huston, one 
of Welles' best friends. They were filming 
in a castle owned by William Randolph 
Hearst and staying in a hotel called The 
Mercury. Even after wrapping his portray- 
al of Welles, the master's shadow seems 
reluctant to leave McKay be. 

Based on the novel by Robert Kaplow, Me 
and Orson Welles is itself about the vaga- 


ries of destiny and brushes with greatness. 
Set in New York in 1937, it’s a backstage 
drama in which a very green teen actor 
(Zack Efron) becomes cast in the Mer- 
cury production of Julius Caesar, where 
he's granted a sentimental education by 
the unfathomably energetic, talented 
and egocentric Welles and his seductive 
production assistant Sonja Jones (Claire 
Danes). It feels like a less distinctive effort 
for Linklater, butit's rich in detail and good 
fun, tonally a bit like a Woody Allen period 
piece, if not as fluent with mannered dia- 
logue. Most especially it functions as an 
ideal showcase for McKay, who had pre- 
viously played Welles in a one-man show 
entitled Rosebud, a hit at the Edinburgh 
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Idiots and Angels 


Fringe that wound up in New York, where 
Linklater attended his final performance 
and caught up with him afterwards. 

"I had that wonderful thing I'd read 
about and never expected to happen to 
me,” McKay explains, "that divine luck at 
being in the right place at the right time 
with the right role. I stood there like a 
complete imbecile giying Richard the 
names of famous Hollywood actors that I 
feltcould play Orson Welles, thinking that 
you can't possibly cast an unknown—a 
totally unknown, never heard of myself, 
never mind anybody else! A Limey none- 
theless, a stage actor who's never made a 
film. Who knew?” 

McKay admits that his Rosebud experi- 
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Win, Lose or Watch 
by Brian Gibson 


Mv Brian Gibson looks at the confines of 


ence was probably a hindrance as much. 
as a head start on playing Welles for the 
silver screen. Though Linklater himself 
never even bothered to watch the screen 
test, McKay begged to be allowed to watch 
it. He was horrified by what he saw, some- 
thing clearly theatrical, too large and flam- 
boyant for the camera's intimate scrutiny. 
But through Linklater—whom I can only 
imagine is as easy-going and generous as 
Welles could be micro-managing and ma- 
nipulative—McKay was provided a whirl- 
wind caurse in movie acting. Welles was 
McKay's first role, but his performance 
reads as relaxed, seasoned, immersive. 
"Richard made me look at film ina com- 
pletely different way,” claims McKay. "I'd 


the sports movie genre. 


tum up every morning with thousands 


questions. I'd talk him right through the 
day and he never lost his patience. He 
taught me to understand the medium. | 
was playing an entirely theatrical animal, 
larger than life, but-I wanted to become 
Orson. If you only make an impression, o; 
an imitation, rather like ifyou give a stag 
performance on film, the camera will find 


you out and destroy you.” 


Of course research also constitutes an 
enormous part of McKay's performanc: 
McKay has read nearly a hundred books 
on Welles. He became friends with No; 
man Lloyd, the 95-year-old actor and Mer 
cury alumnus: "He told me stories about 
Welles that made my toes curl." His sense 
of the nuances of Welles’ speech patterns 
body language and facial tics is immacu 
late. McKay's own mixture of admiration 
and repugnance toward Welles has seeped 
into his portrait of the artist as a brilliant 
young egomaniac: "I'm not an apologist 
for him. Ijust wanted to try and get him as 
authentic as possible." But finally, McKay's 
Welles is also quite simply some twisted 
variation of McKay, now 36, whose colour 
ful and diverse career has nurtured its own 
set of tendencies and anxieties. 

"Even when you're playing a real person, 
all you have to go on is yourself,” explains 
McKay. "So I'm afraid I have myself to ref- 
erence at 22, and I was similarly arrogant 

- and lost. Not anywhere nearas talented as 
Orson Welles, but I was playing the Third 
Rachmaninoff Concerto in those days and 
was shouting at people: Useless!’ Terrible 
behaviour. Thankfully I've grown up a bit 
I don't think Orson ever did." W 
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MEANDORSONWELLES 

DIRECTED BY RICHARD LINKLATER 

WRITTEN BY HOLLY GENT PALMO, VINCENT 

PALMO JR. STARRING ZAC EFRON, CHRISTIAN 

MCKAY, CLAIRE DANES 

Koko 


Unseen thrills 


TCM's collection of Hitchcock thrillers is mostly inessential but endlessly fascinating 


Alfred Hitchcock was prolific enough that 
though he's the most famous director in his- 
ory the breadth of his filmography re- 
mains unseen to all but the most 
ardent .admirers. One of the 
pleasures of Hitchcock comes 
from tracing the obsessions, 
variations and attempts at rein- 
vention found throughout the 
corpus. In the latest of their eco- 
nomically priced packages, Turner 
Classic Movies has smartly curated 


a quartet of films under the no-nonsense : 


title of TCM Greatest Classic Films Collec- 
tion: Hitchcock Thrillers. Only one of these 
rests firmly in the essential canon, but the 
others are consistently fascinating, complex, 


: often deliciously queer, and above all reveal- : 
: ing glimpses into the filmmaker’s psyche. : 
‘ Two of these find Hitchcock deliber- : 
ately working against established : 
strengths, embracing unfamiliar : 
styles while simultaneously im- : 
buing the films with an unusual : 
abundance of personal content. : 
Not to mention casting actors in : 
roles that ignite a compelling fris- : 
son between their star images and : 


private lives. 


Joan Fontaine meets Cary Grant ona train. : 
: He gropes her in the darkness of a tunnel, : 
: inserting himself in her cabin once she fits : 
: the bill for his bump to first-class. This is : 
: a kind of romance, but Suspicion (1941) is : 


choked with psychological trauma. Grant's : 
an opportunist, a no-good bon vivant, his : 
ruthlessness disguised by boyish charm, his : 
words of love accompanied by no strenuous : 
efforts at sincerity. Like Gloria Grahame in 3 
In a Lonely Place ('50) Fontaine spends the : 
film's duration wondering what violence her : 
beloved is capable of, but in Suspicion the = 
ambiguity never ends—even the final scene : 
feels less like resolution than yet another of : 
Grant's quick-saves. Though the story was : 
: cobbled on compromise—the source novel : 
ends very differently—the result is some- : 
thing marvelous, a pitch-black metaphor for : 


everlasting romantic Love. 


Another train, another chance meeting. ; 
What strikes me most when | revisit Strang- : 


ers on a Train, many years after my first : 
awed teenage viewings, is just how utterly : 
homophobic—the : 


homoerotic—perhaps 
picture truly is. Based on Patricia High- 


smith's novel, this story of men who meet : 
by accident and agree, however tacitly, to : 
swap murders, is most rewarding when read _: 
as one of male-to-male seduction, a sort of : 


senator's daughter serves the film splendid- 
ly. Hitchcock, who'd already deftly exploited 


Granger's homosexuality in ), clear: 
: ly doesn't believe his hero's ‘inrigcence and 
neither do we, tainting the ostemsible reso 


lution with palpable unease, greatly improv- 
ing what might have felt like a triumph of 
closeted blandness over perverse insight. 


gay Fatal Attraction (87), where Robert Tay- : 


lor’s mama's boy pseudo-aesthete genuinely : 
does seem to act on the hero's behalf, stran- : 
gling the hero's conniving wife, her glasses : 
tumbling into the grass, bearing witness to : 
their owner's death as he silently lays her : 
? down and puts her to sleep. That hunky Far- : 


I hadn't seen | Confess ('53) and always 
assumed it was a flawed curiosity. | didn't 
expect it to be so boldly laced with uncer- 
tainty and so gorgeously photographed. Nor 
was | prepared for Montgomery Clift as the 
Québécois priest accused of murder. Clift's 


ley Granger seems not entirely convincing : 


as the tennis-playing hero trying to marry a : 
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ance is itself the most elegantly 
ambiguity-laden thing in the film, torment- 
ed, ag conspicuously cagey. | Confess is a 
film re and faces, mainly, of 
boric steeples and nerve-wracked gaz- 
es. The establishing shots seize the Quebec 
‘exteriors in high contrast, tilted images 
upset purely on a design level Again, 
‘Htchcocks hero has privileged knowledge 
the killer, somewhat non- 
‘ing him into his confidence, 
some experiment in loyalty 
male outsiders. The killer's hilari- 
ved not only with Hitchcock's 
uuthority but also given a wife 
same name as Hitchcock's: Alma 
for soul), Again, Hitchcock uses 
5 sexual ambivalence brilliantly. 
pies beautiful, troubled Clift abandon 
romance and enter the priesthood because 
he's gay? By the end, Clift's mar- 
ried e spills her guts, Alma spills 
her guts, the killer spills his guts. Every- 


But we never learn what's 
with Monty. The film's hero is by 
2 eid 

more serious, less glamorous 
Rs The Wrong Man (56) finds Hitchcock 
suspended somewhere between the poles 
of noir and neorealism. There's an oft-told 
anecdote about how Hitchcock's father had 
his five-year-old son imprisoned on a lark, 
and Hitchcock saw his anxieties about po- 
lice reflected in the strange but true story 
of Manny Balestrero, a Queens bassist fin- 
gered for robberies he didn't commit. In the 
wake of McCarthyism Hitchcock conjured 
his most Kafkaesque vision of America, 
where the assignation of guilt has the po- 
tential to impose guilt upon you. This night- 
mare scenario unfolds through a hybrid of 
dream-like artifice—a long, weird dissolve 
suggests that Manny's prayers to Jesus are 
instantly answered by his double, walking 
a lonely street somewhere—and in some 
of the most realistic settings in Hitchcock. 
The subway rumbles past the windows of 
apartments and offices, through the shops 
where the cops escort Balestrero and, ina 
bizarrely malevolent procedure, force him 
to revisit the scenes of his ostensible crimes. 
Henry Fonda Is perfectly cast as Manny, the 
jazz musician who neither drinks nor does 
drugs and is always on time. He was the ev- 
eryman who could be any man. It's a shame 
he'd never work with Hitchcock again. W 
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Armored 

Directed by Nimréd Antal 

Written by James V. Simpson 

Starring Columbus Short, Matt Dillon, 
Laurence Fishburne 


KK 


Just when it seemed action films 
couldn't be anything but blood- 
drenched, super-stunting vengeance- 
splatters, along barrels Armored to 
show that a taut, unassuming little 
thriller can be pretty damn enjoyable 
when it doesn't try too hard. 

The clichés, even down to some of the 
twists, are there—an armoured-truck 
heist, an inside job and the in-fighting 
gang of usual suspects, including the 
trigger-happy hothead (Laurence Fish- 
burne) and the glaring ex-con. But the 
low-level desperation and the waver- 
ing of consciences, against a working- 
class backdrop in a slumping neigh- 
bourhood, turns James V. Simpson's 
first script, in director Nimréd Antal's 
(Kontroll) steady hands, into not just a 
fairly gripping heist-gone-wrong movie, 
but a fairly gritty reflection of an anx- 
jous, bankrupted America. 

Ty Hackett (Columbus Short) has 
made it back from the Iraq War only 
to find himself guardian of his dead 
brother's son, Jimmy, in a home the 
bank's about to repossess. Still, when 
buddy Mike (Matt Dillon), his fellow 
Eagle Shield armored-truck guard, 
asks him to join four of them in rip- 
ping off a $42-million shipment they'll 
be carrying and pretend it was robbed, 
he's reluctant to go along. The plan 
quickly goes sideways and Ty finds 
himself stuck in a stick-up spinning out 
of control. 

The actors do what they can with 
characters not as nicely developed as 
the plot. Fred Ward plays the Eagle 
Shield boss as a resolute, tough-as- 


nails overseer, while Fishburne brings 
a burly menace to gun-toting Baines. 
Skeet Ulrich, as Dobbs, manages to 
be sympathetically jittery as he starts 
to doubt whether he's doing the right 


thing. Dillon sometimes seems like an 
actor playing a working-class guy, but 
Short is tersely no-nonsense as a vet- 
eran who doesn't fondly recall his stint 
in Iraq, struggles to get Jimmy on track 
and needs more shifts in order to hold 
off the bank for a few more weeks. 
With these working-class Joes trying 
to turn their back on late-night dinners 
at roadside hot dog stands and stave 
off foreclosure by stealing money 
from the flush banks they've always 
been shuttling between, Armored is a 
thriller for a depressed, deindustrial- 


ized 2009 USA. The crooked five hide 
the money in the skeleton of a rust- 
ing steel factory, and it's there that the 
movie turns into a kind of locked-room 
mystery, with Ty trapped in one of the 
armoured trucks as the four try to get 
at him and the money. 

What emerges, between two screech- 
ing truck chases and Ty's flailing efforts 
to stop any more killing, is a sense of 
traumatized, desperate men. Ty's been 
changed by his war service, while an- 
other guard's been deeply scarred by 
his time in jail. In Armored, the Ameri- 
can Dream is a failing, tainted long-shot 
and even the ideal of sticking together 
in "brotherhood" rapidly falls apart 
And there's no easy redemption or 
shruggingly violent resolution—des- 
perate times lead to bloody, pathetic 
measures, and sometimes just being 
able to make it home is enough. 

BRIAN GIBSON 

// BRIAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
[eee SS 
Good Hair 
Directed by Jeff Stilson 
Written by Lance Crouther, Paul March- 
and, Chris Rock, Chuck Sklar, Jeff Stilson 
Featuring Rock 

took 


The relative ignorance of white people 
about the hidden world of black hair 
isn't something Chris Rock devotes 
much more than a passing joke to in 
Good Hair, but as a white guy, the 
peek into a world that | wasn't even 
aware existed, much less had any kind 
of insight into, is more than enough to 
recommend this sloppy but charming 
documentary. Black hair is a chemical 
war zone, a construction site with rig- 
ging worthy of Cirque De Soleil and, as 
Rock reveals, a $9-billion industry that 
works as a microcosm for some of the 
problems and quirks of the African- 
American experience. 

Rock is motivated on his exploration 
by his daughter's complaints about 
her own hair, and it's from the same 
basic concerns that the entire industry 
is created: basically, good hair is white 
hair—or, more accurately, the long, 
straight tresses of caucasians and 
asians. (Although Rock does seem to 
have a narrow conception of race: at 
a hair trade show, he learns that most 


of the black hair companies aren't ac- 
tually controlled by black people. The 
whites have it, he assumes; no, he’s 
corrected, it's mostly asians. At least 
one part of the black experience seems 
to be a worldview that is quite liter- 
ally black and white) It's awfully hard 
for natural black curls to go wavy or 
straight, though, and so they have de- 
rived a few potent methods for dealing 
with that. 

The more brutal method is by using 
chemical relaxer, a paste with a fairly 
significant concentration of acid—just 
to drive this point home, Rock visits a 
scientist who shows us some dissolved 
pop cans, though the stories of chemi- . 
cal burns and torture-liké sessions in 
the salon chair are enough—that's 
used by African Americans as diverse 
as three-year-old girls to the Reverend 
Al Sharpton. It's also given the nick- 
name "creamy crack" by some of its us- 
ers, though Rock doesn't seem to take 
that much more seriously than the al- 
literation. 

Part of the reason for that is that if 
relaxer is crack, than the weave, the 
other major source of good hair, is 
cocaine. Something like a wig that is 
either clipped or sewn to the natural 
hair, weaves are serious business, usu- 
ally costing upwards of $1000, able to 
be put on layaway, never to be touched 
and so prevalent that India, the number 
one source of the hair used to create 
them, actually counts hair as its third- 
largest export. This has, unsurprisingly, 
created a whole culture surrounding 
them, from black men helping their 
mothers and girlfriends pay for them 
to the process underlying some fairly 
lucrative salon careers 

If those issues were explored a bit 
more fully, Rock would have some- 
thing more than the breezy trifle he's 
got here, but he's an entertainer, not 
a journalist, and he uses a hair-cutting 
competition as an amusing but unen- 
lightening framing device, leaving some 
of the meatier issues to be dealt with 
by short talking-heads bits. Still, the 
peek at a deep, unexplored subculture 
is worthwhile enough to hold interest 
DAVID BERRY 
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Buy your tickets before January 24, 2010, fora chance to win the Early Bird prize, 2 Coffee-Connoisseur package 


Available online at www.ckua.com/harley 
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Complete rules and regulations - www.ckua.com/harley. Raffle License: 285797. All proceeds support the CKUA Radio Network. 


O1OXL Nightster 


c 1 
including a professional espresso machine, Barista lessons, coffee for a year and.much more! 


] 


dD 


EC 10 — DEC 16, 2009 // WUEWEEKLY 


FILM // 37 


IT MIGHT GET LOUD 
NIGHTLY @ 7:00PM 
SAT & SUNDAY MATINEES @ 1:00PM 


Nighily @ 7:10 and 9:10pm — 
Saturday & Sundoy Matinees @ 2:00pm 


SAT & SUNDAY MATINEES @ 3:00PM’ PG. coarse languoge, . 


RATED: PG. SEXUALLY SUGGESTIVE SCENES 


RING oS 


10337 Whyte Ava. 780 433 0728 


Unmistaken 
Child 


FRIDAY. SUNDAY, MONDAY wo TUESDAY ar 7PM 
SATURDAY r 9PM 


FAVA FRESHWORKS 


SEVERELY NORMAL} 


SATURDAY yt 7: ooPM 


TURKEY SHOOT 


PRESENTS: 
THE POSEIDON 
ADVENTURE | 4 
WEDNESDAY «78:00PM ~ 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to Wwww.metrocinema.org 
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FILM // IDIOTS AND ANGELS 


Silence is 


silver 
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The wordless animations in Idiots ditd-Angels 
are compelling, but the simple story could use some depth 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


t's a simple dichotomy that Bill Plym- 

jpton sets up in Idiots and Angels, his 
wordless animated feature. But there 
séems some kind of earned wisdom to it: 
either you walk—or, in the case of Plym- 
pton's angel-winged protagonist, fly—the 
righteous path, or you're an idiot, with 
pain and misery your only rewards. This 
is hardly a new or underexposed mes- 
sage—Plympton is sharing more than 
Just imagery with religion here—but its 
ubiquity does something to dull the edge 
of its fairly basic wisdom, and a voice {or 
perhaps it would be best to say style) as 
off-kilter as Plympton's does much to re- 
store its weight. Besides, the basic moral- 
ity suits the fairy tale-like dimensions of 
this story of an unwittingly reformed sin- 
ner who grows wings. 

Given thesilencein which itall plays out, 
Plympton's drawings are at the forefront 
here, and they are a strange and unique 
thing to behold. On the one hand, they 
are stylized but fairly simple, sort of like 
line-drawn New Yorker cartoons filtered 
through a Charles Bukowski sensibility, 
neither especially cartoony nor notably 
realistic. But there is an undeniable visual 
creativity at work, most noticeable in the 
way his subtle shadings pulse and move 
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while staying between the lines, giving his 
tableauxs a vitality and life beneath their 
surface. His willingness to futz with con- 
ventions of animation, frequently playing 
with the ambiguity ofisolatedimages—in 
a morning routine montage, for example, 
the soap from the showering man turns 
to shaving cream, the water from rinsing 
his razor turns to milk splashing into his 
cereal—is also anice trick, notto mention 
one more visual dimension to a film that 
lacks any verbal one. 

That said, his visual acuity doesn't quite 
translate to the narrative. Granted, keep- 
ing quiet severely limits your ability to tell 
a story—there's a reason cave painting 
didn't evolve into our preferred narrative 
format—and there is a certain accom- 
plishment in being able to create a coher- 
ent story without saying a word. But even 
still, this is a noticeably shallow tale: com- 
pared to other attempts, like say The Trip- 
lets of Belleville (which is maybe unfair, 
given that film's preoccupation with mu- 
sic, although that's something Plympton 
has used to pretty great success before, 
and wouldn't be unwelcome here) or even 
the silent stretches of recent Pixar films 
like Wall-E and Up, the latter of which told 
an entire life story in 10 minutes and still 
managed to finish with an emotional gut- 
punch, it suffers for its simplicity. 


Idiot and Angels follows a particularly 
sleazy dude, a downer who shuts his 
alarm clock off by flinging it at the birds 
on the window, and who spends his day 
haunting the same barstool, alittle-used 
and mysterious briefcase by his side. He 
is unconscionably hideous to his few fel- 
low patrons and the proprietor, at least 
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until they notice the tiny wings that ase 
sprouting on his back, at which poin 
they getto turn the tables. Soon enough 
though, those wings are fully sprouted 
and while his initial forays are mooning 
jet liners and stealing purses, they act 
as a kind of conscience, slowly pushing 
him into goodness and light, to the point 
where he actually foils a robbery on hi 
beloved bar, chasing down the culprit 
from the air. 

Naturally, the darker side of him want: 
them gone, though they're impossible 
to get rid of. He gets his wish twistedly 
answered, though, when the greedy 
bar owner and an enterprising doctor 
scheme to off him and use the wings 
to their own purposes, some clamps 
serving to reign in their do-goodery 
tendencies. Not that it lasts for long: ill- 
gotten success is fleeting, and soon our 
reformed hero will be back to use the 
wings for their rightful purpose. 

Again, it's all aboutas simple as a fairy 
tale. Plympton's style and visual wit are 
enough to keep it interesting, and it's 
less than 90 minutes anyway, but this 
probably could have been covered in a 
short, and wouldn't be hurt one bit by a 
little more going on. Simplicity of mes- 
Sage and economy of style aren't the 
sharpest combination, and Plympton 
could have stood to go deeper onat least 
one ghee Mo 
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a documentary 
een itself and 
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eness. Following the 

Geshe Lama Konchog, 

le Tenzin Zopa is sent in 
child whom his master was 
si of rituals directs him 
Ts » Valley {also his home- 


J is then Zopa's goal to 
‘boy's role, including getting a 

bor approval from His Holiness The 
Dalai Lama (whose anticipated cameo is 
hinted at like that of Oscar 

on The Rachel Zoe Project). 


starts to revolt. Like any 

f he objects to Zopa taking a 
pe razor to his scalp for his official 
debut. More: importantly, his parents are 


visitors took forward to the child's arrival, 
shower him in gifts and line up to touch 
his forehead. If this were public televi- 
sion, a talking head academic of some 
sort m 


usiness: shifting around in our seat. In- 
Fo sealed a rather uneasy fam- 

‘see Zopa revel in joy at 

ered his beloved master. 

hand, The Unmistaken Child is 

B especially Zopa's conflicted 

journey th the valley as it evolves 
besa arse revelation of his own grief 
unfaltering, his 

a form of self-doubt not 

n seen in representations of Tibetan 
inks, a story set beautifully against 
de. Though it ae in the 
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my CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6084 Connaught Dr, faxper, 780.852.4749 


Closed for renovations tomidDecember — 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE 
Stanley A. Milner Library Thestre, 7 Si Winston Churchill Sq, 


NOTHING LIKE THE HOLIDAYS (PG, language) 
Wed Dec 6, 630 (BAmionton pele eed i 


5076-130 Avs, 7804729779 
‘SINGH: SALESMAN OF THE YEAR (HINDI 
WESTIGTO be 


Fri-Sat 105, 4:25, 7-50, 11:05; Sun-Thu 1205, 4:25, 7:50 
DE DANA DAN (HINDI W/ES.T,) (Pc) 
Daily 1110, 4:20,7:45 


‘SAW VI(:8A. gory scenes, brutal violence) _ 
pee Sun-Thu 7:35, 9:55 


(PG) 
E45, 7-15, 9:30, 12:00} Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40, 
oe TY 1:50, 4:45. 715, 940 


ZOMBIELAND (12A, gory violence) 

~ Fri-Sata35, 4:40, 7:25, 9°50, 12:05; Sun-Thu 2:35, 4:40, 
725.9:50 

‘THE INVENTION OF LYING (PG, language may offend, 
not recommended for young children) 
Daily 1:10, 4205, 6:55, 9:25 

SURROGATES (14A, violence) 

Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:25, 7:20, 9:30, 22:40; Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 
7-20, 9:30 

(CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF MEATBALLS (G) 
Fr ESHA #35:7:00; 920) 32:20; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:35, 
7:00, 9:20 

WHITEOUT (1A, not recommended for children, gory 
scenes, nudity) 

Fri-Sat 2:55, 4:30, 7-10, 9:45, 22:50; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 
FA10, 9:45 

YOU MIGHT AS WELL LIVE (sTC) 

Daily 230, 4:10, 6:50, 915 

INGLOURIOUS BASTERDS (:8A, gory violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:00, 4:15, 7:30, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:00, 4215, 730 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
‘VA231-097 Ave, 780.732.2236 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
No passes Daily 12:05, 2:30, 5:00, 7°30, 9:50 


No passes Daily 12:10, 4.10,7-10, 10:15 
ARMORED (14A) 

Daily 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10210 

BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 


Daily 1:30, 4:30, 725, 10:05 

THE ROAD (4A, disturbing content) 

_ Daily 12:40, 3:45, 7:00, 9:50 

OLD DOGS (G6) 

FricThe, Thu 12:25, 2:40, 5:00, 7:15, 9:45; Wed 2:00, 2:50, 
5.00, 7S, 9:45 

NINJA ASSASSIN (13A, gory violence) 

Daily 1:20, 4:15, 7:55, 10:30 

PLANET 51(G) 

Fri-Sun 1:55; Mon-Thu 1:05 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:00, 45, 630, 9:15 Digital Cinema Daily 1:00, 
£00, 730, 10:25 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 1245, 3:40, 6:50, 9:40 


Tecate 

2072 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

Fri-Sun 2:00, 6:30, 10:00; Mon-Thu 315, 8:15 

THE BOONDOCK SAINTS Il: ALL SAINTS DAY (1A, 
language may offend, violence) 

_ Daily 12:30, 3-30, 7-45, 10°35 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


"vescetemeorecvee veers cesieotetiecnnnttoerceivvieiteneninieet 


Daily 12:50, 3:40, 725, 59 


Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7530,10:25 


THE ROAD (144, disturbing content) 

Fri, Sun-Wed az-1s, 315,710, 10:30; Sat 4:15, 7:10, 10:30; 

Thuazas, 315, 10730 

OLD DOGS (G) 

Daily 12535, 3:05, 5:20,7:45, 10:05 

NINJA ASSASSIN (:8A, gory violence) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Thu 1:30, 4:45, 7:30, 10:10; Sun 1:30, 4:00, 

10:10 

FANTASTIC MR. FOX (PG) 

Fri-Sun, Tue-Thu 12:45, 320, $25, 7:55, 1015; Mon 1245, 

3110, 105 

PLANET 51(G) 

Daily 12:50, 2:15, 4:35,7:05, 9:30 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 

Digital Cinema Fri-Wed 12:00, 12:30, 3:00, 3330, 6:30, 7:00, 

9:49, 10:10; Thu 12:00, 12:30, 3:00, 3:30, 6:30, 7:00, 9:40 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 

Daily 2220, 3:25, 6:40, 9:45 

PRECIOUS: BASED ON THE NOVEL "PUSH" BY SAP- 

PHIRE (244, coarse language, seaial violence, disturbing 

content) 

Daily 1200, 3:45, 6:35, 9:35 

20T2 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
children) 


young 

Fi, Sun-Thu 2:00, 6:30, 10:00; Sat 12°30, 6:30, 10:00 
DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3D (PG, frightening 
‘scenes, not recommended for young children) 

Digital gdDaily 12:10, 3:20, 6:45, 9:25 

THE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER (Classifica- 
tion not available) 

Sataz00 

WWE TLC TABLES, LADDERS & CHAIRS - 2009 
(Classification not available) 

Sun 6:00 

AVATAR (STC) 

No passes Thu 12:00 


CITY CENTRE 9 
0200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital, No passes Daily 12:20, 
3°45, 6:45, 9:45 
TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:00, 9:55 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 
ME AND ORSON WELLES (PG, coarse language) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital, Digital 3d Daily 1:00, 4:00, 
JAG, 10:00 
THE! ROAD (14A, disturbing content) 

Stadium seating, DTS Digital Daily 12:40, 3:20, 6:50,9-40 
FANTASTIC MR. FOX (PG) 
DTS Digital, Stadium seating Daily 12:45, 3:00, 5-20, 
T40, 1035 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Stadium seating, Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Daily 
12210, 235, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50 
NINJA ASSASSIN (28A, gory violence) 
DTS Digital, Stadium seating Daily 12:00, 2:30, 515, 
7-45,10:10 
BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 


matter) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital Daily 12-15, 2:50, 6:40, 95 


AILS Ave, 720.472.7600 
2072 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 


young 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20; Sat-Sun 2:00, 7:20 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:45, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1200, 3:50, 6:45, 9:35 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 3:45, 6:50, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 6:59, 9:45 
PLANET 51(6) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:30, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:00, 6:30, 
9:00 

NINJA ASSASSIN (3A, gory violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50,7:25, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4°50, 7:25, 9:50 


* BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 


Fri, Mon-Thu 4:25, 7:15, 9:55 Sat-Sun 145, 4:25, 7-15. 9°55 
ARMORED (144) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40,7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 2:10, 4-49, 7:05. 9°39 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
420, 7.00, 9:25 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 3:40, 6:40, 9:49; Sat-Sun 12:40, 
340, 6:40, 5-40 


7 —— DAVE MATTHEWS BAND 3D (Classification not 
pi ee Digi No pases ej Man‘Thn 405, Se 
No yin 0.8 020,58 AVATAR (STC) 

12 on a __ Digital 34, Midnight, No passes Thu 1x01 
mini il Ae ee 
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DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 
601-48 Ave, Camrose, 780.608.2064 
‘THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 6:55 9:20; Sat-Sun, Tue, Thu 1:55 


BROTHERS (14A, coarse Language, mature subject 
matter) 


Daily 7:05 9:05 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, wiolence) 
Daily 6:45, 9:15 Sat-Sun, Tue, Thu 2:00 

OLD DoGs (6) 

Daily 7219 910; Sat, Sun, Tue 210 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (6) 
Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat, Sun,Tue, Thu 1:00 3:00 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Dr, 780.416.0150 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

No passes Fri 10, 7:30, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12"15, 2:40, 5:10, 
730, 9:50; Mon-Thu 730, 9:50 

INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 

No passes Fri 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; Sat-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 6:30, 
9:30; Mon-Thu 6:39, 9:30 

ARMORED (144) 

Fri 3-40, 7:00, 10:10; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:40, 7:00, 10:0; Mon- 
‘Thu 7:90, 1020 

BROTHERS (144, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 

Fri 4:20, 7:20, 10:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:20, 7:20, 10"15; Mon- 
Thu 7:20, 10:15 

OLD DOGS(G) 

Fri 45 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4715, 6:40, 9:15; Mon-Thu 
6:40, 945 

PLANET 51(G) 

Fri-Sat 4:60, 7:15, 9:20; Sun 1:20, 4:00, 7215, 9:20; Mon-Thu 
TAS 9:20 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 

Fri 3:45, 6:45, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 10:15; Mon- 
Thu 6:45, 10:15 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 

Fri 3:50, 6:50, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 10:00; Mon- 
Thu 6:50, 10:00 

2072 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

Pri 4:20, 8;00; Sat-Sun 12:40, 40, 8:00; Mon-Thu 8:00 
DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3D (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young children) 

Digital 3d Fri 4:30, 7210, 9:40; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:30, 7:10, 
9:40; Mon-Thu 710, 9:40 

THE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER (Classifica- 
tion not availabie) 

Sat1z00 


GRANDIN THEATRE-ST ALBERT 


Grandin Mall, Sie Winston Churchill Awe, St Albert, 
TBOASE.9822 


PLANET 51(G) 

No passes Daily 1:20, 3:15, 5:00, 6:55, 8:50 
BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 

No passes Daily 1:15, 3:30, 530,730, 9:30 
PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 

Daily 1:00, 3:00, 4°55, 6:50, 8:49 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 1:45, 4525,7:00, 9:20 

TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Daily 1:30, 4:05, 6:40, 9:15 

LEDUCCINEMAS, CINEMAS 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (<) 

Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3-20 

OLD DOGS (G) 

Daily 7:05, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3-25 

BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 

Daily 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3-30 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:35 

AVATAR (STC) 

Thu Decaz; Midnight show 


9628-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 780.425.9202 
UNMISTAKEN CHILD (PG) 
Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 7:00 
BILL PLYMPTON'S IDIOTS AND ANGELS (STC) 
Fri, Sun, Mon, Tue 9:00 


SILENT NIGHT, DEADLY NIGHT (STC) 
Fri Dec 18: 9:00 


PPARKLAND CINEMA7 CINEMA7 


Corttury Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780.972.2302; Serving 
ie ‘Spruce Grove, Stony Ptair; Parkland County 


THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Daily 7:00, 9215; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:15; Movies for Mom- 
mies: Tue, Dec 15 2:00 
NINJA ASSASSIN (8A, gory violence) 
Daily 7:05, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05, 505 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 


HHL LTHNUHON Acco 


Daily 6:45, 9:30; Sat, Tue 12:45, 330; Sun i245, 
PLANET 51(G) 

Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:0, yo 

THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25; Sat, Sum, Tue 12555, 3:25 

OLD DOGS (G) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun, The 1110, 3-20 

2072 (PG, frightenin: ig Scenes, not recommierided for 
young children) 

Daily 7:30; Sat, Tue x00 


‘S7T2-109 St, 780.453.0728 


AN EDUCATION (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


WO337-S2 Awe, 780.433.0723 
COCO BEFORE CHANEL (PG, sexually suggestive 
scenes) rd 
Daily 9:00; Sat, Sun 3:00 
GOOD HAIR (PG, coarse language senial content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 
IT MIGHT GET LOUD (Pc) 
Daily 7-00; Sat-Sun 1:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 

WEM, 8882-170 St, 7B0Ab6 2600 
THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
No passes Daily 12°00, 230, 500, 7:30, 9:59 
INVICTUS (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Daily 12-10, 3:20, 630, %40 
ARMORED (144) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5-15, 8:00, 10:30 
EVERYBODY'S FINE (PG, coarse language, mature 
subject matter} 
Daily 1:10, 3:40, 6:59, 9:20 
BROTHERS (14A, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 
Daily 1:20, 4:10,7:40, 10:15 
OLD DOGS (G) 
Daily 130, 4:20, 7:00, 9330 
NINJA ASSASSIN (18A, gory violence) 
Fri, Sun-The, Thu 12:20, 2:40, 5-10, 7:50, 10:20; Sat 10, 
7°50, 10:20; Wed 12:20, 2:40, 10:20 
PLANET 51(G) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Tue, Thu 2:15, 3:45, 6:40; Si 
Wed 11s, 3:45 
TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG. 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Tue, Thu g-19; S 
Cinema Pr-Wed 12:49, 4° 
Thu 1240, 4:00,7:20 
THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
Daily 12:50, 3:50, 7:10, 10:10 


lun 12:30, 2:45; 


2072 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

Daily 2:00, 6:30, 10:00 

DISNEY'S A CHRISTMAS CAROL 3D (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for young children) 

Digital gdDaily 12:00, 2:20, 4:40, 7-15, 9:45; 


Fri-Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:30, 6:45, 9:15; Mon 11:30, 1-45, 6:45, 925 2 


THE ROYAL BALLET: THE NUTCRACKER (Classifica 
tion not available) 

Sat 1:00 

WWE TLC: TABLES, LADDERS & CHAIRS - 2009 
(Classification not available) 

Sun 6:00 


AVATAR (STC) 
Digital 3d, No passes Thu 12:01; Imax 3: No passes Thu 
1201 


TH Ave, Grost Ad, 7BOASSS726 
EVERYBODY'S FINE (PG, coarse language, mature 
subject matter) 

DTS Digital Fri 720, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:15, 4-10, 7210, 10200; 
Mon-Thu $30, 8:30 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 6:30, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:30, 735, 
6:30, 9°35; Mon-Thu 500, 8:00 


2012 (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended for 
young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri 8:00; Sat-Sun 12°45, 4-20, 8:00; 
Mon-Thu 7:00 


THE BLIND SIDE (PG, mature subject matter) 
DTS Digital Fri 6:50, j; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4200, 6250, 9°50; 
Mon-Thu 515, 815 


BROTHERS (144, coarse language, mature subject 
matter) 

Daily 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 200, 3-25 
OLD DOGS (G) 

Daily 70, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1219, 325 

THE PRINCESS AND THE FROG (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun £05, 320 
AVATAR (STC) 

‘Thu Dec 17; Midnight show 

NINJA ASSASSIN (8A, gory violence) 
Daily 9-30; Sat-Sun 3:30 


TWILIGHT SAGA: NEW MOON (PG, violence) 
Daily 6:55; Sat-Sun 12:55 
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COVER // MANRAYGUN 


Going deeper 


Older and wiser, Manraygun is full of surprises 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


erhaps the best way to describe 

Manraygun is that the group 
doesn't really lend itself to easy in- 
terpretations. Any chance of gener- 
alization, or of simple slotting, is re- 
sisted. Most bands can be reasonably 
summed up in a genre tag, but the Ed- 
monon quintet is a riddle wrapped in 
an alt-roots act inside a group of men 
who happen to like playing and drink- 
ing together. 

You really need not look any further 
than the band's makeup. There is a 
quartet of Edmonton scene veterans, 
the type of men whose basements 
house Americana orchestras, but 
there's also Steve Lenarduzzi, who will 


And yet there's a refreshing lightness 
around the band, more than evident 
at its recent stop by the Vue studios. 
Murray splashes whisky into mugs, 
the only available drinking receptacle, 
while Dennis takes a satisfied sip and 
deadpans "Damn, you guys make fine 
coffee." Steve takes razzing for show- 
ing up late, more still when he has to 
get into his rock-star mode, slipping 
on a suit jacket. Throughout the ses- 
sion, a witty jibe and a drink are never 
far off, and even after an hour of re- 
peated takes and subtle adjustments, 
they give off the impression they'd be 
happy to play until we clicked off the 
lights and barred the door. 

"L struggle to figure that out myself,” 
says Steve of the band's dual spirit. "I 
think we're very happy people, truth- 


Sa 


« a ‘Tthink we're very happy people, truthfully, but ! 


think we understand that in order to be happy, you 
have to shed your demons a little. 


casually joke that his only band experi- 
ence before the group was “campfire.” 
But eyen among the experienced, good 
luck trying to find a type. The rhythm 
section consists of appropriately no- 
madic lifers—everybody always needs 
a drummer and a bass player—but 
their backgrounds share little but 
sharp dressing and whisky: Tom Mur- 
ray has plucked basses stand-up and 
straight fora record's rack worth of alt- 
country and folk acts, including Old 
Reliable, while Silas Grenis made his 
name pounding skins for the punkier 
likes of the James T. Kirks. 

The front row is no different: Everett 
LaRoi is the shaggy blonde tunesmith 
who spent time employed with the 
cleaner, crisper likes of Idyl Tea be- 
re rurining into Dennis Lenarduzzi, 
e pugilist build and gruff voice 

to his history of punk, blues 
and roots. It's a damn shame "motley 
s already taken. Although as 
dicative names go, a portman- 
<, something that finds a pointed 
hi tween two otherwise unrelated 
ideas, is highly appropriate. 
as with everything about Man- 
doesn't simply end with su- 
D appearances. There is an at- 
hat permeates both interaction 
the members and their record- 
and it is characteristically hard 
in down. There is, if not a proper 
darkness, at least a rueful appreciation 
of the rougher side of life, especially a 
life lived hard. That is probably the 
most prevalent theme in the songs, 
which are filled with tales of men and 
women dealing with life's hardships, 
both epic and mundane. 


fully, but I think we understand that 
in order to be happy, you have to shed 
your demons alittle.” 


And so enters Everything Is Temporary, 
the band's newest album. The title is 
as much a salve for the wounded as a 
reminder that we all must keep mov- 
ing, an arm around the shoulders 
that eases your load as it pushes you 
forward. The album is populated by 
people who are dealing with their de- 
mons, metaphoric and, in at least once 
instance, quite literal. It's the kind of 
big-picture subject that can be dealt 
with by focusing on minute details— 
broken pictures, yellow ribbons on 
trees, more whisky—which lends it- 
self to the band's narrative tendencies 
as songwriters. 

"One of the tenets of our band is to be 
cinematic,” explains Dennis, his man- 
ner of speaking more restrained and 
thoughtful than his rough, rambunc- 
tious stage presence. "Lyrically, we've 
kind of fallen into that, too. What's 
the big-picture story that we're trying 
to convey with this recording? Some- 
times it's very overt and thought- 
through, but this one is interesting, 
because it just kind of came through. 

"The whole idea of nostalgia, look- 
ing back, looking forward, there just 
seems to be a whole bunch of stories 
that were about that, reflecting on past 
experiences and breaking the cycle of 
the past, using the past as a stepping 
stone for the future, living in the mo- 
ment—they were all explorations that 
came up,” he continues. "That's where 
the title Everything Is Temporary just 
kind of made sense. It glued all those 


Online at vueweekly.com 


The Classical Score: highlights of the 
week's classical performances 


eVuetube: Manraygun performs live at 
Vue Weekly 


+: Backlash Blues 


WATCH MANRAYGUN PERFORMING LIVE AT THE VUE STUDIO ON VUEWEEKLY.COM. 


Singer/guitarist Dennis Lenarduzzi //Eden Munro 
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‘and the little cinematic short-stories, 
it made a nice anthology.” 

Buried inside that explanation is an- 
other curio of this thing that is Man- 
raygun. There isa definite feel of loose 
improvisation surrounding them, 
even as they play: between takes of 
one song, Murray and Grenis discuss a 
mandolin part, and though eventually 
the whole band will offer a suggestion, 


it ends with the shrugged confidence 
of a “Well, play it how you play it.” But 
these are not jazz instrumentals, nor 
formless jams: these are songs where 
the parts are carefully arranged, and 
the stories told finely tuned down to 
novelistic detail. Though their sound 
and themes suit a prairie landscape, 
the better geographic metaphor is a 
coastline, where the basic structures 
hy remains the same, 
while actual space changes reli- 
t profoundly as time passes. 
i feeling is more pronounced 
than ever on Everything Is Temporary, 
whose styles and touchstones seem to 
shift with every song. At least part of 
that may be attributable to the band 
taking its own eponymous advice, and 
striking out in a new creative path. 
"We were getting into kind of a simi- 
lar process with the last couple releas- 
es, so in this one we purposely tried 
to mess with the system we had been 
using,” explains LaRoi, the gentle soul 
of the band. "And that totally messed 
everything up, actually. After about a 
month of recording, we didn't have a 
single track we wanted to keep, and 
for the first time we actually had some 
tension about how we were recording 
and how it was all coming together." 
"But I don’t think we have any fear 


things together: the little vignettes © 


about being uncomfortable,” offers Den- 
nis as an explanation for why the band 
would be willing to mess with a success- 
ful formula. "We're so close that we can 
screw around a little bit and get to that 
ugly place, because we know that there's 
going to be something beyond that. And 
on this one we really found it." 


And that sort of understated confi- 
dence, not only a willingness but also 
the ability to not let things rest, seems 
like the spirit that Manraygun mast 
embodies. It is the quiet assuredness 
of people who are comfortable as they 
are, and who therefore grow and en- 
compass more and more as life keeps 
being lived. That goes a long way 
towards explaining their complex- 
ity, their inability to be contained in 
simple ideas, the way they can wade 
through styles and diverse stories and 
still come out as a focused, coherent 
group, a natural unit. They are not the 
types to really ballyhoo this fact, but 
more than anything it’s what unites all 
the disparate threads of the band, and 
keeps it going forward together even 
as the members shed their pasts. 

“We're reasonable: we'reall grownup, 
and we've been beat up and can deal 
with it,” offers Dennis on the band's 
mood. "It's not something spectacular, 
it's just getting some maturity. 

"We have a lot of stuff behind us,” 
he adds. What he doesn't point out is 
that that has led to a lot of stuff within 
them, too. WV 
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SHAW CONFEREN 


EDMONTON AB - 7 PN 
PORTION OF EVERY TICKET SOLD TO BE DONATED 


“HOT INCLUDING SERVICE CHARGE 


the band is far too complex to nail 
etait 


trajectories that the group is about to 
set off on as it wanders its way along the 
peaks and valleys ofits third release. 

A wash of sound drifts up like a mist, 
unsettled as slight sounds roll up against 
each other, broken by the sting of an 
electric guitar which quickly turns into 


‘a dusty roll. "Trouble Coming Down" 


moves steadily onward and Everett La- 
Roi, one of four vocalists in the group, 
Sings in the opening verse, "Found a 
little tavern just outside of town /Sat on 
that bar stool, took a bad look around.” 
It's a small line, just a brief moment 
in an album that’ stretches across 16 


~ tracks and covers nearly an hour, but 


it speaks volumes: this is not going to 
be an easy journey, the band taking its 
time to step surely as it travels across 
treacherous ground. And the promise of 
uncertainty is fulfiled in songs like "Sin- 
ner’s Rain" and "Crooked Pictures on the 


~ Wall,” with lines describing riverbeds 


of tumbled lies, cold coffee and wasted 
days and nights, colouring Everything Is 
Temporary in many a shade—but with 
occasional sunbeams splashing across 
the shadows to break up the darkness. 


Despite an assortment of earthy 
sounds—egnitty vocals, acoustic guitars, 
mandolins—it would be wrong to try to 
characterize the albumiasa roots record. 
Better to say that Manraygun has carved 
itself a space to occupy in a thoughtful, 
noirish sound—one that is surely in- 
formed by a wide range of country mu- 
sic, but which is driven just as much bya 
punk-rock heart—LaRoi's seething gui- 
tar solo at the end of "Sinners Rain” ca- 
reens along, restraint falling by the way- 
side, while "Souvenir Dishes” alternates 
betweenarumblingchordalstompanda 
gallop—and a skillful approach to melo- 
dy and tone—Dennis Lenarduzzi's "Ring 
Around Her Finger,” Steve Lenarduzzi's . 
“Roll Out the Red Carpet” and drummer 
Silas Grenis's “Goodman Brown," a roll- 
ing, thunderous crash, are all marked 
by subtleties that are hidden within the 
vocal lines and which lend themselves to 
deeper readings of the material. 

Andit's the variety of possible readings 
that gives Everything Is Temporary such 
long legs—this is a record to be delved 
into, casting eyes at every flicker lest 
something escape attention. W 
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LIGHT MY FIRE! 


A WINTER DANCE PARTY « BLUE J & TRAVY D 


SAT DEC 1B piniena sigur oIMedss MEMORIAL 


HELLBOUND 


THE OZZY OZBOURNE EXPERIENCE | COLD METAL 


THU DEC U7 /ai,ior Hors Funonnista 


ALENANDER CHEMIST 


WHISKEY WAGON | FEAST OR FAMINE | MICHAEL JAMES BAND 


FRI DECEMBER 18 


FAME tics cane pay 


SHYD | OJ TRON | OPTIMDXKPRIME | DUSTY G 


SAT DECEMBER 19 


5™@ VEGAS 


FENIX FOUNDATION | RHODES 


NEW YEARS EI: SOULICITOR 


NEEDLES TO VINYL | MY SISTER OCEAN 


10551 82 ave 
Edmonton, Alberta 
www.lucky-13.ca 


Every Monday is Industry Night at Lucky 13 
Music by digitally screwed DJ Chad Cook 


$3 Highballs 
$4 Shooters 


$115 Bottle Service 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


TUTTI LLL ULL LLCLEACLL EC CECE COLLECT EEOC CL 


THURSDAY 


AXIS CAFE 100 Mile House 
(CD release party) 


BLUES ON WHYTE Fistfull 
of Blues 


CENTURY CASINO 
Dreams (Fleetwood 
Mac tribute); $14.95 at 
780.643.4000 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


CROWN PUB Bass Head 
Thursday: Drum and Bass, 
Dub Step, Hip Hop, Break 
beats; 99m. 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursday 
open jam hosted by the 
Assassins of Youth (blues/ 
rock); 9pm; no cover 


DV8 Open mic Thursdays 


ENCORE CLUB With A 
Latin Twist: free Salsa Dance 
Lessons at 9pm 


FESTIVAL PLACE I'm 
Dreaming of a Wright 
Christmas: Michelle Wright 
(country); sold out 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Open jam, 6:30pm; The 
Original Six with Eli Eli; 
7:30pm (door); 9pm (show); 
$10 (door) 
HYDEAWAY-AIl Ages 


Art Space International 
Human Rights Day: 


Everything Nicks, Marshall 
Lawrence, Doctor of the 
Blues, Mike Roste, Alicia 
Glenn, Light Travels, John 
Spearn, Tribal Garage; all 
ages; 5-10pm; donations to 
Sunshine Treeshade 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm 
JULIAN'S-Chateau Louis 
Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); 8pm 

L.B.'S PUB Open jam with 
Ken Skoreyko; 9pm 

LIVE WIRE BAR Open 


Stage Thursdays with Gary 
Thomas 


NAKED CYBERCAFE 
Open stage every Thu; bring 
your own instruments; 8pm. 
NORTH GLENORA HALL 


Jam by Wild Rose Old Time 
Fiddlers 


RED PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show 
featuring the Red Piano 
Players; 8pm-1am 


RIC’S GRILL Peter Belec 
(jazz); every Thu; 7-10pm 
SECOND CUP-Varsconz 
Live music every Thursday 
night between 7pm and 
9pm 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Foxx Worthee 


YARDBIRD SUITE PJ. 


Perry (CD release party 
Nota Bene); 7pm (door), 8pm 
(show); tickets at the door 


Dis 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Big Rock Thursdays: DJs on 3 
levels-Topwise Soundsystem 
spin Dub & Reggae in The 
Underdog 


BUDDY’S Dj Bobby Beatz; 
9pm; no cover before 10pm; 
Shiwana Millionaire Wet 
Underwear Contest 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with DJ S.W.A.G. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls 
Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte 
Ave Requests with DJ 
Damian 

GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
4o/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban 
Substance Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: 
with Allout DJs DJ Degree, 
Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with 
DJ Mark Stevens; 9pm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish 
Thursdays: funky house/ 
techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks 
with DJ Krazy K, hardstyle/ 
techno with DJ Decha, tech 
trance/electro with DJ Savage 
Garret; no mifiors; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Bingo at 9:30pm followed by 
Electroshock Therapy with 
Dervish Nazz Nomad and 
Plan B (electro, retro) 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 
8pm; Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, urban 
and dance with DJ Mikee; 
9pm-2am; no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-St 
Albert Hit It Thursdays: 


breaks, electro house spun 
with PI residents 


PROHIBITION Throwback 
Thu: old school r&b, hip hop, 
dance, pop, funk, soul, house 
and everything retro with Dy 
Service, Awesome 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal 
Thurzday with org666 


STARLITE ROOM Music 

ist and The Techno Hippy 
Crew: Bassnectar, Kush Arora, 
Shamik and guests; 8pm 


STOLLI'S Dancehall, hip hop 
with DJ Footnotes hosted by 
Elle Dirty and GonScience 
every Thu; no cover 


TEMPLE Surely Temple 
Thursdays: with DJ Tron, 
DCD, Optimixx Prime, 
Miyuru Fernando; gpm 
(door); $5 (cover) 


FRIDAY 


180 DEGREES Sexy Friday 
night every Friday 

ARDEN THEATRE Terry 
McDade and the McDades; 
7:30pm; $32 

ARTERY Manraygun (CD 
release), Pale Moon Lights; 
7pm (door); $15 (incl copy 
of the CD Everything is 
Temporary) 

AXIS CAFE Crowded City 
Skyline 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE 

Gaye Delorme 


BLUES ON WHYTE Fistful 
of Blues 


BRIXX BAR Blazing Violets, 
Tomas Marsh, Arms Up; 9pm 
(door); $12 (door) 


CARROT Live music Fridays: 
The Proper Charlies; all ages; 
730-9:30pm; $5 (door) 


CASINO EDMONTON 
Catalyst (Carribean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 


‘The Emeralds (nostalgia) 


COAST TO COAST Open, 
Stage every Friday hosted by 
Steve Kennedy; 9:30pm 

DVB TAVERN Live music 
every Fri; gpm; $5 

EARLY STAGE SALOON 
Stony Plain Bryan Bayley 
and the Circus featuring Trin. 
Nestibo 

EDDIE SHORTS Blue Lerno, 
{rock and roll) 


ENCORE CLUB 4 Play 
Fridays 


FRESH START CAFE ii. 
music Fridays: Jim Findley 
Trio; 7-10pm; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB pj, 
Sang Song (CD release party), 
7:30pm (door), 9pm (show): 
$10 (door) 

IRISH CLUB Jam session; 
8pm; no coyer 


IVORY CLUB Duelling 
piano show with Jesse, Shane, 
Tiffany and Erik and guests 


JEKYLL AND HYDE Pup 
Every Friday: Headwind 
(classic pop/rock); 9pm; no 
cover 


JEFFREY'S Rollanda Lee 


(Christmas and jazz classics ); 
Sis 


JULIAN'S-Chateau Louis 
Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); 8pm. 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 


Live music every Fri 


NEW CITY Screeching 

Weasel (punk rock), Old 

Wives, The Spin-offs; no 
minors; 7pm; $32 

NEW CITY LIKWID 


LOUNGE Weasel afterparty, 
with the Blame-Its, guests 


OSCAR'S PUB-Sherwood 
Park Dwayne Cannan 
(country, 's0s/'60s, roots, 
originals); 8pm-12:30am 


180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave 

AVENUE THEATRE 9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2149 
AXIS CAFE 10249 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 1076s Jasper Ave, 
780.420.9098 


BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 
780.484.7751 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 
780.439.1082 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3982 
BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 

BRIXX BAR 10030-102 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 
BUDDY’S 1172sB Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 

CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argylll Rd, 780.463.9467 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464153 St, 780 424 9467 
CHATEAU LOUIS 11727 Kingsway, 780 4527770 
CHRISTOPHER'S 202: Millbourne Rd, 780.462.6565 
CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail 

COAST TO COAST 5552 Calgary Tr, 780.439.8675 


CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bldg, U of A, 
780.492.3611 


COPPERPOT Capital Place, 101, 9707-110 St, 
780.452.7800 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd, 
780.472.7696 


CROWN PUB 10709-109 St, 780.428.5618 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 11845 Wayne Gretzky 
Drive, 780.704.CLUB 


DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave, 780.465.4834 
DOUBLE D'S 15203 Stony Plain Rd 

DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 

DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 

DVB TAVERN 8307-99 St, DV8TAVERN.com 
EARLY STAGE SALOON 4921-52 Ave, Stony Plain 


EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase Ill, 
780.489. SHOW 


ENCORE CLUB 957 Fir St, Sherwood Park, 
780.417.0102 


FESTIVAL PLACE 100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park, 
780.449.3378, 780.464.2852 


FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St 
FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 780.916.1557 


FLOW LOUNGE 11815 Wayne Gretzky Dr, 780.604. 
CLUB 


FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 
FOXX DEN 205 Carnegi Drive, St Albert 

FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 780.433.9623 
FUNKY BUDDHA 10341-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 

GAS PUMP 10166-1124 St, 780.488.4841 

GINGUR SKY 15505-2118 Ave, 780.913.4312/780.953.3606 
HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.423. HALO 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120A (basement), Stony 
Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 


HILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-2124 St, 780.452.1168 
HYDEAWAY 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 

IRON BOAR PUB 4o11-sist St, Wetaskiwin 
IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South 
JAMMERS PUB 11948-3127 Ave; 780.451.8779 

J AND R 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 

JEFFREY’S CAFE 9640 142 St, 780.451.8890 
JEKYLL AND HYDE 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 
KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 

L.B.S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Albert, 780.460.9100 
LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, and Fl, 
780-447-4495 


LIVE WIRE 1107 Knotwood Rd. East 


MACLAB CENTRE-Leduc 4308-50 St, Leduc, 
780.980.1866 


MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St 
MCKERNAN BAPTIST CHURCH 1103-76 Ave 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 101:8-79 St 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE SUB Building, U of A 
Campus 


NAKED CYBERCAFE 10354 Jasper Ave 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 

NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 

NIKKI DIAMONDS £130 Gateway Blvd, 780.439.8006 
NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-109A Ave 
O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 780.414.6766 

ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 780.482.4767 
ORLANDO'S 115163-121 St 


OVERTIME-Downtown 10304-1312 St, 780.423.1643; 
South Whitemud Crossing, 4221-106 St, 780.485.1717 


PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2112 
PAWN SHOP 1055:-82 Ave, Upstairs, 780.432.0814 
PLANET INDIGO-Jasper Ave 11607 Jasper Ave; St 
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Albert 812 Liberton Dr, St Albert 

PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave 
PROHIBITION 11026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL 10425 
University Ave 


RED PIANO BAR 1638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882-170 
St, 780:486.7722 


RED STAR 10538 Jasper Ave, 780.428.0825 
RENDEZVOUS PUB 10108-2149 St 


RIC’S GRILL 24 Perron Street, St Albert, 
780.460.6602 


ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE Concordia 
Compu Sie Age 


ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 10211-117 St, 
780.482.5253 


ROSE AND CROWN 10235-101 St 


SECOND CUP—Mountain Equipment 12336-102 
Ave, 780.451.7574; Stanley Milner Library 7 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq; Varscona, Varscona Hotel. 
106 St, Whyte Ave 4 


SHELL THEATRE-Dow Centennial CentrE 8700- 
84 St, Fort Saskatchewan, 780.992.6400 


SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 780.453.6006 


SORRENTINOS-South 4208 CalgaryTR S, 
780.434.7607 


SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St 
STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 


STEEPS-College Plaza 11116-82 Ave, 780-988,8105; 
Old Glenora 1241: Stony Plain Rd, 780.488.1505 


SUNNYBROOK HOTEL Hwy 39, Sunnybrook, 
780.789.3614 

STOLLI'S and Fl, 10368-82 Ave, 780.437.2293 
SUEDE LOUNGE 1806 Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 


TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St Albert, 
780.458.0860 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 10330-84 Ave 
UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.702.2582 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544-82 Ave, 780.437.7599 
WALKABOUT PUB 10439 Whyte Ave 


WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 Ave, 780. 
452.5506 

WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780.476.3388 
WUNDERBAR 8120-202 St, 780.436.2286 

Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, 
yafterhours.com 


YESTERDAYS PUB 1:2, 205 Carnegie Dr, St Albert, 
780.459.0295 5 


AZUCAR PICANTE Every 
Fri: DJ Papi and Dj Latin 
Sensation 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Connected Fridays: 91.7 The 
Bounce, Nestor Delano, Luke 
Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no 
cover 


BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Friday DJs spin Wooftop and 
Main Floor: Eclectic jams with 
Nevine-indie, soul, motown, 


GINGUR Flossin’ Fridays: 
with Bomb Squad, DJ Solja, 
weekly guest DJs 


Toonflash; 9pm (door); $5 
www.playnightclub.ca 


Pane 
lays: funk, soul, 
hip hop with Dj Gatto, DJ 
Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE Solice 
Fridays 


SPORTSWORLD th 
Birthday Weekend; 7-10:30pm 
STOLLI'S Top 40, R&B, 
house mes DJ 
STONEHOUSE PUB Top 4o 
with DJ Tysin 

SUEDE LOUNGE D) Nic-E 
Remixed every Friday 
TEMPLE T.G.1 Psydays; gpm 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with 
the Pony Girls, DJ Avinder 
and DJ Toma; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS 
Foundation Fridays 


ARDEN THEATRE Terry 
McDade and the McDades; 
730pm; $32 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: live acoustic 
music every Saturday 
afternoon; this week Trevor 
‘Tehir; 4-6pm; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rault 
Family Christmas 


BLUES ON WHYTE 
Saturday Afternoon Jam; 
Fistfull of Blues; (evening) 


CARROT Open mic 
Saturdays; 7:30-10pm; free 


CASINO EDMONTON 
Catalyst (Carribean) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
‘The Emeralds (nostalgia) 


CENTURY CASINO UFC 
106; $10/$s (with Winners’ 
Zone Card One 31); no ady 
tickets 


COAST TO COAST Live 
bands every Sat; 9:30pm 


CROWN PUB Acoustic Open 
Stage During The Day Electric 
Open Stage at night with 

Lawrence; 1:30pm. 
(sign-up), every Sat, 2-spm 
DV8 TAVERN Live music 
every Sat; gpm; $5 


EARLY STAGE SALOON- 
Stony Plain Bryan Bayley 
and the Circus featuring Trina 
Nestibo 

EDDIE SHORTS The Good 
Fer Nothin’s, Shelly Foss (rock 
and roll) 


ENCORE CLUB So Sweeeect 
Saturdays 


FESTIVAL PLACE Songs of 
John: Mark Sterling (playing 
songs by John Lennon) with 
Mike Lend (bass), Sandro 
Dominelli (drums), Van 
Wilmott (keyboard); 7:30pm; 
$30-$36 at Festival Place box 
office, TicketMaster 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Sweetheart, Lady Electric; 
730pm $10 (door) 


HILLTOP PUB Open stage/ 
mic Sat: hosted by Sally's 
Krackers Sean Brewer; 
3-530-3pm. 


IRON BOAR PUB Jazz in 
Wetaskiwin featuring jaze 
trios the ast Saturday each 
month: this month: The Don 
Berner Trio; 9pm; $10 
IVORY CLUB Duelling 
piano show with Jesse, Shane, 
‘Tiffany and Erik and guests 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday 


jam, 3-7330pm; country/ 
rock band 9pm-2am 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Etown Beatdown, 
Guilty Party, Randy Graves 
O'BYRNE’S Live Band 
Saturday 3-7pm; DJ 9:30pm 


(country, '505/6os, roots, 
originals); 8pm-12:30am ~ 
PAWN SHOP Hellbound 
(Pantera Tribute), The Ozzy 
Osbourne Experience, Cold 
Metal; 9pm (door); $12 (adv) at 
Bl: , Megatunes 

RED PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring. 
the Red Piano Players; 
9pm-2zam 

RENDEZVOUS PUB 
Submerge the Sky (CD 
release), Guillotine Falls; 8pm 
(door); $8 


RIVER CREE-LIVE Lounge 
Holiday Extravaganza (oldies) 


SNEAKY PETE'S The Kyler 
Schogen Band; 9pm 


SORRENTINOS-South Jazz 
Series: Thom Bennett Trio; 
8pm; no cover 


STARLITE ROOM Sloan, 
Magneta Lane, TV Heart 
Attack; no minors; 9pm 
(door); $20 at TicketMaster, 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd 


SUNNYBROOK HOTEL Mr 
Lucky (blues/roots); 9pm-1am; 
no cover 


TOUCH OF CLASS- 
Chateau Louis Barry Paetz 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 

WILD WEST SALOON 
Foxx Worthee 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Christmas Carol Project; 8pm; 
$27 (adv at Winspear box 
office)/ $32 (door) 


YARDBIRD SUITE Jack 
Semple with Sandro 
Dominelli (blues) 


JULIAN'S-Chateau Louis 
Petro Polujin (classical 
guitar); 8pm. 

ROBERT TEGLER 
STUDENT CENTRE 
Concordia University 
College of Alberta School of 
Music, Festival City Winds 
Society, Wendy Grasdahl 
(director); 7:30pm; $8 at TIX 
on the Square, door 


SHELL THEATRE-Fort 
Saskatchewan Celebrate 
Christmas: The Mill Creek 
Colliery Band; 7:30pm; $18 
(adult)/$14 (students/seniors) 
at Dow Centre box office 


AZUCAR PICANTE Every 
Sat: DJ Touch It, hosted by 
DJ Papi 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Saturday DJs on three 
levels. Main Floor: Menace 
Sessions: alt rock/electro/ 
trash with Miss Mannered 


BUDDY'S Dj Earth Shiver 
‘n' Quake; 8pm; no cover 
before 1opm. 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, 
hip hop, house, mash up 


ESMERALDA’S Super 
Parties: Every Sat a different 
theme 


FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays 
Gone Gold Mash-Up: with 
Harmen B and DJ Kwake 


FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte 
Ave Top tracks, rock, retro 
with DJ Damian 

GINGUR SKY Soulout 
Saturdays 


HALO For Those Who 
Know: house every Sat 

with DJ Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, Ari 
Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizzle 
Saturday; DJ Groovy Cuvy 
and guests 


NEWCASTLE PUB 
Saturdays: Top 40, requests 
with DJ Sheri 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Punk Rawk 
Saturdays with Todd and Alex 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Saturdays Suck with Greg 
Gory and BlueJay 


PAWN SHOP sonic 
Presents Live On Site! Anti- 
‘Club Saturdays: rock, indie, 
punk, rock, dance, retro rock; 
8pm (door) 


aN INDIGO-Jasper 
ive Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with PI 
residents 

RED STAR Saturdays indie 
rock, hip hop, and electro with 
DJ Hot Philly and guests 
RENDEZVOUS Survival 
metal night 


SPORTSWORLD éth 
Birthday Weekend; 1-4:30pm 
and 7-10:30pm 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Top 40, R&B, house with 
People's DJ 


SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Underground House with DJ 
Nic-E every Saturday 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every 
Saturday, Cobra Commander 
and guests with Degree, 
Cobra Commander and 
Battery; 9pm (door); $5 (door) 


WUNDERBAR Featured Dj 
and local bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release 
Saturday 


SUNDAY 


AVENUE THEATRE Old 
Ugly Circus, illfit Outfit, Doug 
Hoyer, The Joe, Tyler Butler, 
Jaded Hipster Choir, Caity 
Fisher, CBT, Jessica Jalbert, 
Mikey Maybe, Mitchmatic, 
Phatcat, Racoon Suite, 
Rappers Are People, Warrior 
Music; no minors; 2pm; $io 
(ady)/$13 (door) 

BEER HUNTER-St Albert 
Open stage/jam every Sun; 
2-6pm 

BLUE PEAR RESTAURANT 


Jazz on the Side Sundays: 
Marc Beaudin 


BLUES ON WHYTE The 
Greggs, Brian, Harry and 
Moses with Ian Stults (blues/ 
rock); 9pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosette 


Guitars 


CARROT CAFE D-Gang 
(father and son musical duo); 
7-9pm; $10 

CROWN PUB Metal 
matinee— Heavy Metal Night 
every Sun; 6pm $3 
DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 
Celtic Music Session, hosted 
by Keri-Lynne Zwicker, 4-7pm 
EDDIE SHORTS Sunday 
acoustic oriented open stage 
hosted by Uncle Jimmy; all 
gear provided; 9pm-1am. 

} AND R BAR Open jam/ 


stage every Sunday hosted by 
Me Next and the Have-Nots; 


37a 

NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday 
acoustic open stage with Willy 
James and Crawdad; 3-6pm 
NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday 
hosted by Ben Disaster; 9pm 
(sign-up); no cover 
O'BYRNE'S Open mic jam 
with Robb Angus (the Wheat 
Pool) 

ON THE ROCKS Shocker 
Sundays: Slowburn; gpm-1am 
ORLANDO'S 2 PUB 
Sundays Open Stage Jam 
hosted by the Vindicators 
(blues/rock); 3-8pm 

RIVER CREE-LIVE Lounge 
Holiday Extravaganza (oldies) 
SECOND CUP—Mountain 
Equipment Co-op Live 


music every Sun; 2-4pm 
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YARDBIRD SUITE 
Christmas Bureau fundraiser 
concert: Colleen Brown, 
Sandy Foster, Tiff Hall, James 
Clarke; 6pm; $50, or 2 for $90 
at Magic 99 


CONVOCATION HALL 
Celebrate Christmas: Mill 
Creek Colliery Band; 3pm; $18 


(adult)/Sx4 (student/senior) at 
TIX on the Square 


MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH Edmonton 
Columbian Choirs: Young 
Columbian Singers, Elaine 
Dunbar (director); the Junior 
Columbian Singers, Vern 
Slipetz (director); Chanteuses 
Ladies’ Choir, Heather 
Bedford-Clooney (director); 
ending with amassed carol 
sing-along for choir and 
audience; 2:30pm; Sis at TIX 
on the Square 


ROYAL COACH-Chateau 
Louis Petro Polujin (classical 
guitar); spm 

WINSPEAR CENTRE A Pro 
Coro Christmas: Richard 
Sparks, (conductor), featuring 
@ new work by Allan Bevan; 
2:30pm; $34 (orchestra 
adult)/$29 (orchestra student/ 
senior); $43 (terrace adult)/ 
$35 (terrace student/senior); 
$49 (dress circle adult)/S42 
(dress circle student/senior) at 
Winspear box office 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Industry Night: with 
Atomic Improv, Jameoki and 
Dj Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sunday Afternoons: Phil, 
2-7pm; Main Floor; Got 

To Give It Up: Funk, Soul, 
Motown, Disco with DJ Red 
Dawn 


BUDDY'S DJ Bobby 

Beatz; 9pm; Drag Queen 
Performance; no cover before 
iopm 


FLOW LOUNGE stylus 
Sundays 


GINGUR Ladies Industry 
Sundays 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Get Down Sundays with 
Neighbourhood Rats 


OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 
Sunday Industry Night: 
Requests with DJ Bo 


SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 
Reggae on Whyte: RoR 
Sundays with DJ IceMan; no 
minors; gpm; no cover 


SPORTSWORLD 6th 
Birthday Weekend; 1-4:30pm. 


WUNDERBAR Sundays 
Dj Gallatea and XS, guests; 
no cover 


MONDAY 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sleeman Mondays: live music 
monthly; no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Boogie 
Patrol (CD release party); 
no cover 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 
Open stage Mondays with 
different songwriters hosting 
each week; presented by 
Jimmy Whiffen of Hole in the 
Guitar Productions; 8-12 


NEW CITY This Will Hurt 
you Mondays: Johnny Neck 
and his Job present mystery 
musical guests 


IEW 
COMMUNITY HALL 
Acoustic instrumental old 
time fiddle jam hosted by the 
Wild Rose Old Tyme Fiddlers 
Society; 7pm. 


PROHIBITION Chicka-Dee- 
Jay Monday Night: Soul, 
R&B, British Invasion, Ska, 
Rocksteady, and more with 
Michael Rault 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE 
LOUNGE The Legendary 


Rose Bowl Monday Jam: 
hosted by Sherry-Lee Wisor 


DRCAMS 


The Ultimate Tribute to... 


PETER 
ASHER .« 


s 


of PETER AND GORDON 


ALL SHOWS DOORS AT 7PM + 13103 FORT AD » 643-4000 


iAVGOL SDNILSTT NOK 
LIWANS iSNTd 


FIRE THEMED EVENT... 


MEN WEAR BLUE/WHITE {ICE} 
WOMEN WEAR RED/YELLOW {FIRE} 


PRESENTED BY GRAVITY EVENTS 
DOORS AT SPM + NO MINORS -TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 


THE 4™ ANNUAL 


BOODANG CUSTOMER APPRECIATION 
AND CHRISTMAS PARTY 


MARCUS 
SCHULT = 


COMPLIMENTARY ADMISSION BEFORE 11 PM, $20 THEREAFTER 


THE BIG BANG 
NEW YEARS wi: 


SAT DEC 5 


EVE EVENT oz 


DAVID 
GUETTA 


\ PRESENTED BY CONNECTED 
EARLY BIRD TICKETS AVAILABLE AT FOOSH, OCCULIST {WEM}, ALEXIS {WEM} 


B LUND 


= AND THE =< 


PH DOORS «NO MINORS 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER ° 


MARCH 7/8:OUR LA 


# 
EDMONTONEVENTCENTRE.CA 


COMMENT >> CHERRY PICKING 


Unbundling the music _ 


"Tis the season when albums gasp a few more breaths 


The record industry calls it "cherry picking’; 
that's the practice of a consumer choosing : 
to spend 99 cents or $129 or whatever the : 
per-track price to buy asingle song from: 
an artist rather than an album. And, 
in the MTunes era, It's a practice 
that has killed the traditional 
album for about Ti/I2ths of 
every year. 

But, at least for the next 
couple of weeks, we hit the 
time—can we all stand up and 
yell, "Festival!"—when albums 
mean something. 

A newly released study from Harvard 
Business School associate professor Anita : 
Elberse states that"... there is considerable : 
seasonality in sales, with the fourth quarter : 
typically generating higher sales. For exam- : 
ple, the mean sales per mixed bundle areas : 
much as three to four times higher in the : 
top week—the week before Christmas— : 
than in a regular week.” : 

A mixed-bundle? That's retail jargon : 
for a collection of music that is made : 
available as a bundle—an album—or as : 
individual songs. 

Elberse's study, Bye Bye Bundles: The Un- 
bundling of Music in Digital Channels, is 
fascinating. She went through sales figures, : 
both online and physical retail, of albums : 
from over 200 artists from 2005 — 2007. : 
What she wanted to see was just how : 
much the practice of "cherry picking” has de- : 
stroyed the whole idea of the album. 

Here are two keys, and | am taking them : 
right from the report: : 

" ... for every one percent increase in the : 
music download activity rate, the sales : 
across the individual songs in a bundle in- : 
crease with nine percent.” 

Sounds good. That means that as more : 
people come online, the sales of single : 
songs rise exponentially. Not really. This is : 


: songs, even from artists they love. 


: where close to that math as of yet. 


from her conclusion: 

"While the demand for individual songs 
is growing at a faster rate than the de- : 
mand for albums is declining, the dollar 
amounts gained through new song 
sales remain far below the leve 
needed to offset the revenues 

lost due to lower album sales. 

According to my estimations, a 

drop of around one-third of the 
average weekly mixed-bundle 
sales are directly attributable to : 
increased digital music downloading : 
activity from January 2005 to April 2007, 


recorded-music business: the unbundling of 
music online poses a significant risk to re- : 
cord labels which, over time, will probably 
see a further erosion of revenues.” 

Repeatedly, she uses the term “trade-in.” : 
Consumers are trading in the album, choos- : 
ing instead, on average, to buy one or two : 


- 
Basically, the amounts brought in by arise : 
in single-song sales don't equal the amount : 


: of lost sales of the more expensive albums. : 
: For example, if the average person chooses : 
= to buy two songs on iTunes rather than an = 


entire album, (s)he has only spent $198 : 
rather than $9.99. That means that even if : 
three times the amount of people choose : 
to buy a couple of songs than would have : 
bought albums, the artist and label have lost : 


: a ton of money in potential sales. Do the : 


math. Instead of $9.99 per buyer for an al- : 


: bum, three buyers, assuming two songs pur- ; 
chased, bring in just a little less than $6.00. : 


Based on 99 cents per download and : 
$9.99 an album as average prices, it would : 


: take a little more than 10 single sales to : 


equal one lost album sale. And we are no- : 


While Elberse works with raw sales data, : 


: it's hard for her to say exactly how the bot. 
: tom lines are affected. It has to be bad. 


"The costs for labels are almost surely lov, 
er online, since digital distribution costs are 
only a fraction of physical distribution costs 
and the royalties paid to artists are typically, 
less than $150 on digital albums, as com. 
pared to approximately $2.25 on physical a| 
bums. However, per-unit revenues are also 
lower for digital’ albums ($9.99) than the, 


: are for physical albums (round $14). Ever, 


if the labels’ profit margins on digital prod 
ucts exceed the 35 percent gross Margin 


: typically attributed to physical albums, the 
= which confirms recent concems about the : 


estimated drop in revenues therefore js a| 
most certainly far too steep to make mixed 
bundling at least as profitable for the label: 
as pure bundling.” 

(Pure bundling is to only make the songs 
available as a package.) : 

See, these aren't the claims of some blog 
ger who writes in his or her spare time. ( 


: some apologist for free downloads who stil 
: hides behind the smokescreen that some 


how the music industry is lying about how 
bad it's being hurt by technology. This i 
study from Harvard Business School. 

In the end, no one can stop unbundling 
In her conclusion, Elberse points to pricing 
as an issue. And | agree. Even when | was 
in high school a 45 single would cost two 
or three bucks. And that was 20 years ago 


? Now, a single is worth 99 cents. And | don't 


even want to bring inflation into the argu- 
ment. Sooner or later, the industry is going 
to have to radically change per-song prices 
Of course, a dramatic price increase would 
drive consumers back to illegal downloads 
Or we could make Christmas come once 
a month. W 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 


: of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 


living in Toronto. 
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and Darrek Anderson; 8pm 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondays: Service Industry 
Night; no minors; 9pm-2am 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: Eclectic 
Nonsense, Confederacy of 
Dunces, Dad Rock, TJ Hookah 
and Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S DJ Dust ’n' Time; 
9pm 

FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal 
Mondays: with DJ S.\W.AG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays 
Mixer 


LUCKY 13 Industry Night 
with DJ Chad Cook every 
Monday 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Daniel and 


Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


TUESDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE Boogie 
Patrol (CD release party); 
no cover 


BRIXX BAR Troubadour 
Tuesday's: Hosted by Mark 
Feduk (Red Ram), featuring 
Joey D and James Renton; 
gpm (door); $5 (door) 


CROWN PUB Underground 
At The Crown: underground, 
hip hop with DJ Xaolin and 
Jae Maze; open mic; every 
Tue; 10pm; $3 


DRUID—Jasper Ave Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 


L.B.’S PUB Ammar's Hot Philly PLEASANTVIEW Nest Wed Night: Brit pop, 
Moosehead Tuesday open COMMUNITY HALL new wave, punk, rock ‘n’ rol! 
stage every Tuesday night; Acoustic Bluegrass jam with LL Cool Joe 
gpm-iam; featuring guests; WEDNESDAY presented by the Northern BUDDY'S DJ Dust'n’ Time 
hosted by Mark Ammar and Bluegrass Circle Music : J cor, ep ame 
Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Society every Wednesday Seas eee meso’ 2OPIT 
: 5 Glitter Gulch, The Ho Ho Ho evening DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 
O BYRNE S Celtic Jam with Down: Sean Brewer and the Windiup Wednesdays: R&E 
Shannon Johnson and friends © Switchmen PLEASANTVIEW Roe Pp ia ak ‘ 
COMMUNITY HALL iphop, reggae, old skoo 
SECOND CUP-124 Street BLUES ON WHYTE Boogie i reggaeton with InVinceable, 
5 B) Acoustic Bluegrass Xmas Djs 
Open mic every Tue; 8-opm Patrol (CD release party); Party/Jam: presented by Touch It, weekly guest DJs 
SECOND CUP-Stanley adel the Northern Bluegrass FLUID LOUNGE 
Milner Library Open mic COPPERPOT Circle Music Society; Wednesdays Rock This 
every Tue9-gpm RESTAURANT Live j proceeds donated to charity; 

Me NEST TP: Wednesd NE, fat 5:3pm (door); $1o (NBCMS LEGENDS PUB Hip 
SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday ies Persea a a member)/S20 (non-member) hop/R&B with DJ Spincycle 
All Star Jam with Alicia Tait id 

= PROHIBITION Wednesdays NEW CITY LIKWID 
audickey Sierras nae EDDIE SHORTS Wedopen ith: Roland Pemberton III LOUNGE DJ Roxd Slade 
seantagstnghtvnaa sich soba Vee theentehe stage, band oriented, hosted (indie, punk and metal) 
Djs by Chuck Rainville; gpm-1am = RED PIANO BAR Jazz ‘ Biecs 
: and Shiraz Wednesdays NEW CITY SU Shake 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE BIDDER? spiced ge featuring Dave Babcock and It: with Greg Gory and Eddie 
Main Floor: CJSR's Eddie ower J Pen sabe wa his Jump Trio Lunchpail; no minors; 9p™ 
Lunchpail; Wooftop: with DJ. Brian Gregg SS a (door) 
Gundam Wednesdays 
; FORA OE Se Live Rock Band hosted by NIKKI DIAMONDS 
BUDDY'S DJ Arrow Chaser; parce ater Yukon Jack; 7:30-9pm Punk and ‘Sos metal every 
9pm open stage; 8pm-i2am Wednesday 
5 HAVEN SOCIAL SECOND CUP—Mountain 
ESMERALDA'S Retro every s ME Open staB& Equipment Open Micevery RED STAR Guest DJs ev<") 
Tue; no cover with student ID Me z Jenny Mac; 8:30pm; Wed, 8-10pm Wednesday 
FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte STEEPS TEA LOUNGE- STARLITE ROOM Wild 
Ave Latin and Salsa music, -_- HOOLIGANZ PUB Open College Plaza Open mic Style Wednesdays: Hip-Hop 
dance lessons 8-1opm stage Wednesdays hosted by every Wed; hosted by Emie Sut 
Shane and Naomi Tersigni; & rae 
GINGUR SKY Bashment apie STOLLI'S Bestparty 
Tuesdays: Reggae music; GRY EEO RorEamy TEMPLE Wyld Style Wednesdays: House, 
ae. sien peat) os Ps t Wednesday: Live hip hop, progressive and electronic 
welcome to spin a short se! every Wed: $5 with Rudy Electro, DJ Rystar 
NEW CITY LKWID | every Wed Space Age aoil wees guest: 
‘abilly,Ghoul-rock, = ansnanennennrnstarenntantnennenseneznnne a nat 
spooky with Dylan Cadaver LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open Dis Spmi-aain, wee bestp2rt 
PROHIBITION Tuesday aie BANK ULTRA LOUNGE WUNDERBAR Wedsi=r 
Punk Night NEW CITY Circ-O-Rama- Wednesday Nights: with DJ new DJ; no coy 
Licious: Gypsy and circus Harley Y AFTERHOURS Y Not 
RED STAR Tuesdays: fusion spectaculars; last 
Experimental Indie Rock, Wed every month BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Wednesday 
Hip Hop, Electro with DJ Main Floor: Blue Jay's Messy 
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= '« THIS CHRISTMAS, 
GIVE THE.GIFT OF MUSIC! 


HANNA LADY GAGA 


Rated | R The Fame Monster 


New album includes “Russian Roulette,” Brand new Limited Edition 2 CD set features all 

“Wait Your Turn” & “Hard.” of Lady Gaga's hits including “Just Dance,” 

; "Poker Face” and “Love Game-~ Plus, 11 new 

www.rihannanow.com songs including “Bad Romance” and 
“Telephone” featuring Beyonce, 


www.myspace.com/ladygaga 


kkk 

ihe best pop 

records of the year 
ing Stone 


. one oF 


Single-disc version 
also available 
with 8 new songs. 


HEAR THIS AT PPV 


TIVIBALAND THE BRAVERY 


AD A 
HEAR THIS AT THE FAME MONSTER 


Shock Value il 

Timbaland presents Shock Value ll Produced by John Hill (M.I.A, 
Includes "Morning After Dark” Santigold), ‘Stir The Blood’ is the 
featuring Nelly Furtado and SoShy. follow-up to 2007's ‘The Sun And 


The Moon! Includes the first single 


Pius guest appearances from Justin "Siow Polson? 


Timberlake, Katy Perry. OneRepublic, — 
The Fray, Keri Hilson, Drake's mordl:: www.thebravery.com 


TIMBALANOG le oe 844% 
I or less” 


evet CK 
ED PERS 


_ MORE NEW MUSIC! . . 
5S: ROBIN THICKE Sex Therapy’ / Dec.21: EMINEM Relapse Refill 


WAYNE ‘Rebirth / NINE Soundtrack 


listen-watch-play hmv 
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Union€vents »: Com 


FEBRUARY 3 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS AT 8PM - ALL AGES WELCOME 
TICKETS ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


SATURDAY JAN 22 
STARLITE ROOM | 


DOORS T 8PM - 18+ 1D REQ. § 
TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


VUE bsg 


SAT 8PM 18+ 
SO AT BLACKE 


- = 


MERFALL 


are 
DIAM 


WITH POWERGLOVE 


MARCH 21 
STARLITE ROOM 


DOORS AT 8PM - 18+ ID REQ. 
TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


WITH MUTINY WITHIN 4 


le 
APRIL 16 - STARLITE ROOM 


v DOORS AT 8PM - 18+ ID REQ. 
(VE TIX ALSO AT BLACKBYRD 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON ticketmaster.ca 78 
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PREVUE // MAGNETA LANE 


Sittin' on top of the world 


Magneta Lane is on a roll six years into the band's career 


CAROLYN NIKODYM 

// CAROLYN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

t's probably safe to say that everyone 

has watched a band on stage and want- 
ed to trade places, wanted to be the one 
hugging the microphone or bashing the 
bass drum. 

That is exactly where the women of 
Magneta Lane were six years ago, just 
out of high school. Sisters Lexi Valen- 
tine and Nadia King and friend Francine 
"French" DiBacco decided that going to 
shows was just not enough. 

"We were pretty much just fans of mu- 
sic. That's where we were," Valentine 
explains. "When we first started, we just 
got a bunch of, like, gear that was pretty 
much all broken, and we were just try- 
ing to make noise in this small basement 
because we just loved music so much. 
We thought, 'Hey, maybe we can do this.’ 
And then it actually started turning into a 
melody and then from there, we just kind 
of taught ourselves.” 

A year after forming, the trio released 
the critically acclaimed EP—The Con- 
stant Lover—and a year after that, 
Magneta Lane was on tour with k-os. 
It has been a bit of a whirlwind. The 
Toronto band has performed on stages 
from here to Japan, been compared to 
the Pretenders and is currently, on the 
heels of its second full-length release, 
on its second tour with Canadian indie 
icons Sloan. 


UNCHAINED MELODY >> Magneta Lane turned some broken Bear into six yea; 


of music // supplied 


Achieving a goal after a lot of hard work 
canbe alittle bittersweet, though, Itleaves 
abit ofa vacuum. 

"Exactly—that's where we're at,” Val- 
entine says. "When we were done this 
album [Gambling with God], we were like, 
"What do we do now?’ Obviously, it's not 
like we've reached Britney Spears status 
or anything like that, but I guess just the 
goals that we had made for ourselves 
when we first started, we have gotten to 
the goals that we had made for ourselves, 
And it's kind of unreal that we had done 
that. I don't want to say it was ‘that easy’ 
because it hasn't been easy. It's taken a 
lot of work, a lot of time, especially from 
our personal time and our personal san- 
ity, butT don't know, itjust flowed and that 
was the way it was supposed to be and 


that's crazy.” 


Of course, this isn't exactly a bad prob 
lem to have, and because tse 
Lane was just learning to put melodic. 
together a short time ago, there is sti)| 
plenty to learn. 

"We not the greatest musicians. We're 
pretty honest about it,” Valentine says 
“Yd like to think that they respect us 
more, just because we're being hones; 
about it. 

"You'll realize thatmore people than you 
think are willing to kind of guide you and 
teach you things,” she adds." They want 
you to know what they've learned 


HHUA LANA LN FoRITONETURUN TH TANEHATENHNHNAWAT 


SAT, DEC 12 (9 PM) 
MAGNETALANE — 
STARLITE ROOM, $20 
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PREVUE // SHAWN BERNARD 


Feenix rising 


Shawn Bernard's life provides him with plenty of fodder for his art 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// @RYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
Ree Shawn Bernard, also known 
as Feenix, has been a lot of things 
in his life, but it's his newest gig that is 
bringing him the most rewards. Having 
gotten himself into gang life through 
addictions to drugs and alcohol, Ber- 
nard would often write rhymes while in 
prison, thinking that he would record 
them when he got out and kick start his 
dream of having a rap career. It didn't 
happen that way, however. 

"I'd write songs in there but as soon 
as 1 was out I'd head right back to the 
streets and fall into the same cycle, the 
same pattern, same habits," he says, 
before explaining that the only thing 
that did eventually pull him out of 
this downward cycle was the death of 
his sister, and the threat that his sons 
would be placed permanently in foster 
care. "My ex-girlfriend was gonna sign 
over my boys for good to the system— 
foster care—and then the police came 
to see me to tell me that my sister died 
and that was my breaking point. I start- 
ed praying and praying for help to get 
out of jail because I was on bail await- 
ing to go to bail hearings and set a date 
for trial. I just prayed for help and said 
if] got another chance !'d straighten my 
life out and be a father to my kids." 


Indeed, Bernard would get the chance 
he asked for. After turning his life 
around, a National Film Board docu- 
mentary was made about him, he start- 
ed giving talks to at-risk youth about 
his experiences and he applied for a 
grant from the Alberta Foundation for 
the Arts to make a rap demo. When he 
was featured in Say Magazine—a maga- 
zine for aboriginal youth—his eyes 
were opened to the possibilities music 
offered. After signing autographs in 
Toronto to support the story, the maga- 
zine invited him to attend the Canadian 
Aboriginal Music Awards. 

"I was in awe that the whole Aborigi- 
nal Music Awards even existed—I 
didn't know that we had that,” he says, 
incredulously. "Afterwards 1 went to 
the after parties at these clubs and 
they were jam packed with these rap- 
pers and they were rapping and I told 
myself, ‘You know what, Shawn? If you 
get that grant you're gonna record your 
demo and you're gonna submit it and 
this is going to be you next year.’ I got 
back to Edmonton and I opened my 
mailbox and there was a letter from the 
AFA that said, ‘Congratulations, you 
got the money to record.” 


But after being nominated and not win- 
ning two years in a row, Bernard found 
himself consumed with self-doubt. 
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"A lot of thoughts went through my 
head—'Why am I doing this, I shoulc 
just give up,” he recounts. "Until that 
point everything that I asked for and 
prayed for was happening fast. Every- 
thing good that I wanted was happen- 
ing for me and so I said, ‘You know 
what, this is just a test to see how bad 
I want this, to see how true my words 
are that I say to kids. If I really want this 
dream to come true I need to try again 
next year, don't give up.” 

At this past year's awards, 
took home an award for best rap video 
It was a dream come true for the artist, 
and his career continues to take off at 
the furious pace it has been since the 
moment he first set foot in a recording 
studio. Close to finishing a new album, 
Bernard is preparing not only for Ms 
upcoming show but also for an app°*! 
ance at the Olympics. 

"It's an honour just to go,” he says of 
being invited to perform in Vancouve! 
"They said they're going to give me a0 
honorarium, but little do they know ! 
would have done it for free!" W 


Bernard 
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PREVUE // THE AMBERS 


A family affair 


The Suchy sisters sing together for the holidays and beyond 


CAROLYN NIKODYM 
// CAROLYM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
nen av eR YOUR SUNN NA 
others have an effect on us like 
Meoscay else we know. They can 
guilt us into action with a look and 
when they lay down the law, there's 
simply no arguing. 
When Renee, Stephanie and Amber 
Suchy decided they wanted to record 
an album together, their sister Julia 


FOR MATURE AUDIENCES 


JON LAWVJOIE 


2 SHOWS — EARLY SHOW & LATE SHOW 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 18 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE 


said, "No, no, no.” It wasn't any kind of 
rebellion, just that Julia is the only one 
of the four that never pursued music 
professionally. Unlike the other three, 
who have performed and recorded 
with bands like the Pursuit of Happi- 
ness, the Mocking Shadows and King 
Muskafa, heading into a studio was 
not Julia's thing. 

"I think the final factor was my 
mom," Amber Suchy says. "She said, 
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‘Julia, this is a sisters' album and you 
are a sister, and you sang with them 
their whole life and you're going to do 
this.’ So she came in and she did some 
harmonies, and now with this Christ- 
mas show that we are doing, it's a sis- 
ter project; it's a family project." 

It's also a dream project. The whole 
idea for the Ambers started when 
Renee was living in Toronto, playing 
with the Pursuit of Happiness. Front- 
man Moe Berg suggested he would 
love to produce the sister album, and 
the seed was planted. 

"A few years later, Renee moved back 
and it was just the right time,” says 
Suchy, who also sings for King Muska- 
fa, "I started writing songs too, and we 
got a grant, and Renee really pushed 
it, and we're glad she did." 


EPARTY 


While the album, Rain and Sun, came 
out in March, a couple of pregnancies 
meant the sisters haven't hosted an of- 
ficial CD release quite yet. That is set 
to happen at the end of December. Be- 
fore then, the Ambers' infectious pop 
harmonies will take Canadian-written 
Christmas songs. The setlist includes 
music by Bruce Cockburn, Joni Mitch- 
ell and Leonard Cohen, and includes 
some original Ambers' compositions. 

Although Christmas and its songs 
are steeped in tradition, Renee and 
Stephanie found plenty of song fodder 
in their memories about Christmas 
Eve pajamas and tree hunting with 
dad and cherry whisky. 

"My sister Renee took a memory of 
the four ofus in our childhood,” Suchy 
says. “Every Christmas we would 


NEW CITY SUBURBS ~-: 


10081 JASPER AVE 


An Evening With 


Cc 
MOLESTICS 


Including An 
All-Star Line-Up 
OF Some Of 
Eximonton’s 
Finest 
Masicians 


Sheri Barclay DJing 


eo DECEMBER 


No Minors 


LIKWID LOUNGE & SUBURBS 


——> WWW.NEWCITYCOM 
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get pajamas made by our nanny, our 
grandmother, and she would make 
pajamas, Christmas Eve pajamas for 
every kid. Stephanie decided to be a 
show off and she jumped out of her 
room in her pajamas, jumped on the 
top of the stairs, and they were really 
high stairs, and she went ta-da! And 
she tumbled all the way down. We al- 
ways remember that." 

It turns out that mother does know 
best—despite her initial reservations, 
Julia will probably relish singing along 
on meng BCUE: Vv 


FRI, DEC TI (7 PM) 

THE AMBERS 

WITH BOB JAHRIG, MARC LADOUCEUR 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL, $20 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT NEW CITY, MEGATUNES, 


FREECLOUD & SLACKBYRD MYOOZIK 


On-Line Tix Available At www. etickets.to/huy/?2e-3805 


Tickets Available At New City, Megatunes, 


Blackbyrd, Freecloud 


And On-Line At www.etickets. to/buy/?e=3547 


» DECEMBER 41 | 


NO MINORS DOORS 7PM 


POUND. ‘COM 
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YEAGNE TA LANE 
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TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETMASTER. BLACKBYRO, MEGATUNES | DOORS AT 9:00PM | NO MINORS 
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Miss Mannered 
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COMMENT >> TOP 10 ALBUMS OF 2009 


Love in a dangerous time 


Do you find that with each year that passes, : 
life seems to be going by more quickly? It : 
might be the way we deal with media, it : 
might be my own age, but for some reason, : 


years are feeling shorter and shorter. This 
makes it feel almost quaint for me to 
compile a list of favourite albums. 
In today’s rapidly expanding uni- 
verse, who has time to listen to 
an album, let alone 10? | have 
a theory that goes against this 
logic the next few years will 
see focus return to albums (or 
whatever a collected work will be 
called in the near future). Owing to the 


typical ebb and flow that seems to exist in : 


all facets of music, people will bounce back 
to absorbing full albums as a response to an 


oversaturated singles market. Andit maybe : 
: and organic instrumental compositions. 
: Some of the songs attempt such overtly : 
: traditional forms (gondola pop, AM radio) 
: that they end up feeling like a subversive 
The narrative of how this album was cre- : 
ated with just a digital recorder and a : 
shareware sequencing program comes up : 
frequently. That isn't what makes this al- : 
bum special The songs would be strong : 
no matter how they were presented. They : 
showcase an atypical marriage of Merrill : 
: to hear a Wu-Tang member make it out of : 
= Enthusiastic and unchained, there is als 
= a vulnerability behind Mica Levi's delivery 
: : that makes for a pleasantly tense ride 
: 5. The Juan Maclean, The Future Will : 

F : Come 
Some might criticize them as Nuggets comp : 
cannibals, but | think theirnew school garage : 
rock is an organic match for their stoned : 
persona. Their stylistic range, from Stooges : 
punk to purposefully censored spoken- : 
: couple. The result is obviously made for the 


starting with this list. 


10. TUnE-YaRdS, BiRd-BrAiNs 


Garbus's expressive voice with weird struc- 


tural decisions that make for a melodic yet : 
: obtuse thriller of an album, 


confrontational journey. 


9. Black Lips, 200 Million Thousand 


word psych to doo wop, is what puts these 


guys ahead of the pack. The straight-faced : 

: and the changes in tone ("Human Disaster” 

: isa self-effacing John Gale piano joint) make 
this a deceptively complex record. 


‘94 rap jam about doing acid ("The Drop | 
Hold") is a personal favourite. 


8. Tiga, Ciao! 


Dance is still a dirty word around the plaid 


clothed masses. It would beashametomiss : 

: singer wore a puka-shell necklace and the : 

bass player had a Led Zeppelin ringer tee : 

: [think itis. W 
° 


out on one of the most exciting pop records 
of the past few years because of a rave aver- 


sion. Tiga is closer to Brian Ferry or David : 


Bowie than the typical perception of the D// : 
: Superbad. They looked young. That ;2), 
: it was the best show I've seen all , 

: and the positives are all reflected on +, 
: record. Ebullient, breathy choruses . 

: repurposed glam stomp, it all sou, 

: draped in chrome, "Be My Girl” com. 
¢ from a horny place but becomes so 

: how much more powerful than any p 

: physical human impulse. They rendey 

: longing of a thousand virgins, all ti, 

: their guitars in their rooms, lonely fo; 

: hypothetical girl. 

way to convey innocence believably. : 

: 3. Animal Collective, Merriweather p. 
: Pavilion 

: lief in love is infectious. Savage's songs here : 

: cover a brave variety of styles in a hazy 


producer and his compositions with vari- 
ous esteemed songwriters (Soulwax, James 
Murphy from LCD Soundsystem) are hilari- 
ous, hyper-referential and very clever. 


Savage has tapped into the in- 
tangible, something far beyond 
his age and experience with this 
(double!) album. He's found a 


All the titles with "baby," "girl" and "love" 
in them aren't a put-on. His unflinching be- 


cross between minimal drum programming 


punk statement. 

6. Raekwon, Only Built 4 Cuban Linx fl 
Sequels are usually disappointing to those 
clamouring for the past. Those of us not ex- 


pecting a complete redux after 14 years got 


the doghouse with a cinematic, occasionally 


Mining the go-to euphoria of male-female 
vocal interplay, the Juan Maclean's talking 
heads John Maclean and Nancy Whang) 


recast themselves as an icy, electro power : 
+ fragments and jarring mid-song shifts help 
i to shape a claustrophobic tone, but there 
i are moments of dark humour and glim 
: mering nostalgia to temper that as well 
: Epic at moments yet strikingly spare in 
: others ("Quiet Dog Bite Dog” is composed 
: almost exclusively of timpani), Mos Def 
: has figured out how to elicit an expansive 
: theme in a way that is never heavy-hand 


dancefloor, but the narrative between them 


: &. Smith Westerns, Smith Westerns 


Seeing this band live was sobering. The 


hanging off of him. They didn't look cool 


ENTER 10 WIN TICKETS TO SEE 
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sch Srarlite ey 


at all They looked like characters f,.,, 


{ On Merriweather Post Pavilion, AC pet). 
: their kaleidoscopic sound and focus on +! 
: most interesting element of their my)<i 


the ability to make songs with simple se 


: ments and concepts (familial duty, dancin 
: cohabitation, materialism) feel larger ¢/ 
: the life they spring from. 


2. Micachu, Jewellery 


The energy generated on this album s« 
: unfathomable. A frantic bouillabaiss 
: sounds and clanging Instruments coal 


into a surprisingly catchy pop framewo 


4. Mos Def, The Ecstatic 


; "Pretty Danger" tells most of the story in 
: its title: Mos Def's The Ecstatic juxtaposes 
: beauty and fear in a remarkably lifelk 


way. The skits, recurring samples, song 


ed. The Ecstatic will hopefully be received 
in hindsight as the iconic recession album 


“UNMISTAKABLY SOULFUL HIP HOP™ 
- URB MAGAZINE NEXT 100 


WED DEC 16 
THE TEMPLE 


10030 - 102 ST. 


W/ KYPRIOS 


WIN TICKETS AT 
WWW.SWEATSHOPUNION.COM 


BRING THIS AD TO THE MERCH 
BOOTH FOR A FREE CD! 
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/[MAIKE@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
een eeemeeceareehaleaianiaeiaaail 
ast time I talked to rap artist Joe 
besGurba (a.k.a. The Joe) he was cel- 
ebrating the release of his latest CD 
Ut Oh, expanding his artist label Old 
Ugly to include a modeling agency and 
contemplating quitting rap altogether. 
Now, as he's preparing to release an- 
other rap record, he's starting work on 
a collection of fiction and curating this 
weekend's Old Ugly Circus, a one-day 
music-and-arts extravaganza com- 
plete with magicians, clowns, "maybe 
a horse,” the video premiere of his 
single “You're Cool” (made by Edmon- 
ton filmmaker Mike Robertson) and 
15 other artists ranging from rap and 
electronica to folk and pop. 

“This year’s the circus,” Gurba explains. 
"Then in the spring it'll be a Renaissance 
fair, and then a sci-fi expo, and then 
maybe a block party, when it gets hot. 
Like, a water fight show. We're gonna 
have to talk to the city about that." 

This is the universe that Gurba oc- 


// DANID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


uilding a reputation takes time, 

but despite the fact Spruce Grove- 
based quartet the Bird Sang Song 
hasn't even celebrated its second an- 
niversary, and the fact that half of the 
band's members don't yet have their 
high school diplomas, the group has 
Managed to make a name for itself in 
at least one important area. 

"We were in an alley after the show, 
drinking Pilsner—this guy loves FUBAR, 
‘so it's all he drinks,” explains singer/gui- 
tarist Curtis Van Brabant, motioning over 
to bassist Kyle Gillis, who gives a proud 
nod. "And some guy who wasn't even at 
the show comes up to us and asks if we 
were the Bird Sang Song, and wetell him, 
Yeah,’ and he was like, ‘Oh. You guys are 


cupies. He's a tireless artist whose 
creative output is outpaced only by his 
ideas and excited chatter. Running Old 
Ugly has kept him busy, as its roster 
has grown to include Illfit Outfit, Doug 
Hoyer (a.k.a. Bike Month, who will 
also debut a video at the Circus) and 
expanding its roster to include folk 
and electronic music. 

"We signed a lot of people, and con- 
solidated some other projects. The 
folk and electronic music—more than 
the rap, really—are the focus. Raccoon 
Suit and Jaded Hipster Choir are our 


" 


i E 
hi 


notorious for drinking Pilsner.” 

"I don’t know how we got notorious 
for that, or how that guy worked it out,” 
chirps in Gillis, "but that was the biggest 
compliment ever." 

And while the band's sound, an indie- 
approved mix of folky acoustics and 
big, bouncing pop melodies, doesn't 
necessarily suggest give-er mullets and 
FUBAR headbanging, the fact this quar- 
tet—rounded out by guitarist/vocalist 
Mark Coughlan and drummer Kevin 
Weibe—has a signature drink before 
even being legal drinking age is some 
measure of the members’ drive and am- 


bition. Spruce Grove isn't exactly a musi- — 


cal hotbed, and yet in less than two years 
the Bird Sang Song has already released 
an EP and is set to release its first full- 
length, Give This to My Children, which 
expands the band's scope and depth con- 
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UE // OLD UGLY CIRCUS 


You're cool 


Joe Gurba’s creative output outpaced only by his ideas 


main focus for electronic music, and 
then all of our folk singers, because we 
ate up Labrador City Records.” 

Local folk artists for the Circus will 
include Jessica Jalbert, Caity Fisher 
and Tyler Butler, while The Joe will 
be sharing the evening with his usual 
crew: Mikey Maybe, Mitchmatic and 
Rappers Are People. The diversity of 
the evening's line-up demonstrates. 
Gurba’s desire to promote and Support 
a core of likeminded artists. 

"This is the cement time. In the void 
of Cecil Frena leaving for San Francisco, 
and Eric Ng to Toronto, | think there's 
room for some newcomers. And since 
most of the people on Old Ugly are 
well-rooted anyway, it's pretty easy to 
build on. It's giving form to something 
that's already there." W 

SUN, DEC 13 (2 PM) 

‘OLD UGLY CIRCUS 


WITH ILLFIT OUTFIT, DOUG HOYER, THE JOE, 


(A) 
TYLER BUTLER, JADED MUSIC CHOIR AND MORE ‘ 


AVENUE THEATRE, $10 
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PREVUE // THE BIRD SANG SONG 


Bad reputation 


Spruce Grove quartet is proud of its name 


siderably, a rarity for bands of any age. 


Though you could probably chalk at 
least a little of the group's productivity 
up to the exuberance of youth, Van Bra- 
bant also reveals the band's secret moti- 
vational weapon: recording an album is 
a hell ofa lot more fun than being in high 
school. 

"Youstudy one night, andthenextnight 
you're recording an album," he explains, 
his enthusiasm showing. “You're late for 
school because you're recording until 
three, but then you get to school and see 
the other people, and it's just like, 'l won- 
der what they did last night?" W 
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Ihe first few seconds of Bob Dy- 

lan's first foray into the Christmas 
soundscape are heavy with cliché: 
jingle bells, ringing joyfully, break the 
seal, followed closely by a harmonious, 
descending "Ooh, ooh, ooh.” Not exact- 
ly the sort of sound one might expect 
from the man who once railed against 
injustice in "Hurricane"—"Here comes 
the story of the Hurricane / The man 
the authorities came to blame / For 
somethin’ that he never done’—or 
from the grizzled, modern-day blues- 
man that Dylan has evolved into over 
his last few albums. 

But then again, the electric side of 
1965's Bringing It All Back Home or the 
organ swirls and crunchy guitar of 
the same year's "Like a Rolling Stone” 
were hardly expected from the kid who 
started out strumming an acoustic 
guitar, feet planted firmly in the folk- 
singing tradition. And there have been 
audible gasps—both good and bad— 
many times throughout the years as 
Dylan has continually pushed buttons 
and drifted along many a cliff's edge, 
sometimes hanging on and other times 
stumbling right over the side. 

So when the man's worn-and-torn 
voice demolishes the standard holiday 


ist= 
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Bob Dylan 
Christmas in the Heart 


(Columbia) 
SSSEDBSE 


joy that holds sway over this type of 
album, his gruff, rushed "Here comes 
Santa Claus / Here comes Santa Claus 
/ Right down Santa Claus lane" refus- 


ing to sit quietly in the deep catalogue : 
of Christmas releases that swarm the : 


store shelves each season, it's really 


sounds, 


Santa," featuring a long-haired, Santa- 
hatted Dylan singing his way through 


a raucous party. The sceneintheclipis : 
the sort of Christmas party that a per- : 


son likely wouldn't mind finding them- 
self in the midst of during the snowy 


ing, what with the mansion, the girls, 


the accordion player, Dylan himself : 


and even an old-fashioned fight scene. 


But the album goes deeper than that : 


single song and video might indicate— 
there's a smoky take of "Christmas 
Blues," a relaxed go at "Have Yourself a 


up in a melancholy skin. 


As gruff as his voice is, though, Dylan if 
ultimately charms his way through the. : 


record by playing it all straight, treat- 


Dylan's ever had at his side. 


Is Dylan's Christmas album his best : 
work? Not by a long shot. Will this be- : 
come a holiday standard? Doubtful— : 
Dylan's voice alone makes this an : 
unlikely candidate for the collections : 
of anyone who sees holiday music as : 
something that should situnassuming : 
in the background, not drawing atten- : 
tion as much as filling the awkward : 
gaps in conversation. But for those : 
interested in avoiding the holiday : 
| ES 
: Elvis Presley 
: Elvis' Christmas Album 
: (RCA) 


schmaltz, Christmas in the Heart is an 
inviting soundtrack for the season. W 


10443 -.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www .listenrecords.net 


purple ve 


onde 


harry smith’s anthology 
of american folk music 
Le 


: beat and steel drums. 
ing the old standards like he would any : 
folk song: with respect for the melody, : 
treated just right by as solida bandas : 
: don't sell- songs like synth-ballad 


| 
ae 


: A Dipset Xmas_ 


(Koch) 
BPESES 
TEs Christmas rap 
tends to begin anq 
end with "Christ 


mas in Hollis," 
the endless ref, 
entiality of Chris, 
mas music is actu 


: ally perfect for hip hop, so there Teally 
not as un-Dylan-like as the idea first : 


should be more of it. Lately, the on), 


; artists with the guts to drop Christma 

For a sense of exactly what Christmas : 
in the Heart brings to the holiday table, : 
there's a video on YouTube for"MustBe : 


albums have been one-hit wonder A; 
roman (Colt 45 Christmas) and Dipset 
impresario Jim Jones. Of the two, Jone 
is unsurprisingly far superior: }, 


~makes an honest attempt to filte, 


Christmas sentimentality through hj 
loaded-up gangster persona, and 


: couple of these are downright touch 
: ing. Not everything needs to be trad; 
season—at least if you like plenty of : 
noise and drinks, and asettingthatsits : 
somewhere just to the left of confus- = 


tional this time of year. 
DAVID BERRY 
/] DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Boney M 


: Christmas Album — 
: (Atlantic) 


>: Se eee 
Merry Little Christmas” and aversionof : 


"TllBe Home For Christmas" that groans : 
amournful pianotuneinthebeginning, : 
before ultimately rising up and becom- : 
ing a promise of holiday cheer wrapped : 


m Sure, the centre 
sj] Piece is definitely 
# the Carribean-in 
j fluenced medley 
"Mary's Boy Child/ 
Oh My Lord,” with 
its light-reggac 
But while 
that's probably the best Christmas 
song to come out of the '70s this side 
of Bing Crosby and David Bowie 


"When a Child is Born" or their rela 
tively minimal take on "Little Drum 
mer Boy" short. This is one of the 
few Christmas albums dynamic 
enough to listen to the whole way 
through, which is saying some 
thing. 

DAVID BERRY 

// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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Honestly, there ar 
only two Christ 
mas albums | lis 
ten to with any 
regularity during 
the season and 
that's this one ana 


: Bing Crosby's White Christmas. The 
: sweet sadness of tunes like "Blue 
: Christmas” and "If Every Day Was 
: Like Christmas” have always seemed 
: to me to be a very appropriate coun- 
: ter to the saccharine season thal 
: Christmas feels like sometimes. After 
: a day of getting shoved by fellow ho! 

: iday shoppers or being force-fed that 
: unlistenable song "Santa Baby," ©! 
: Mariah Carey's screechy "All 1 Want 
: For Christmas Is You" in store afte! 
: store, there's something very 72¢" 
: about putting Elvis’ Christmas Album 
: on the turntable, hearing him oscil- 
: late between gospel and total kitsch 
: while selling every bit of it. 

> BRYAN BIRTLES 
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We Wish You A Metal Christmas 
(Armoury) 
ee wad 


a 7 : ; a 
: Keith Richards 
: "Run Rudolph Run" / "The 
% ae : Harder They Come" 
ceca We fou A Met- : 
SIND ci christmas has the : 


(Rolling Stones) 
Originally released: 1978 


Run.” Sure, it was released just 
before Christmas came down 
so there was a justification for 
putting the song out there as 
a holiday single. But the man 


| classic voj and : = ; 
3 : res ible for thi - 
bands tear- : At the end of 1978 Keith Rich- fees ree nora 


“ing into the season- : 
al standards, and : 
the merging of = 


ards had just pleaded guilty to 
possession of heroin in Canada—a 
downgrade from 


ing was Keith Richards, the 
epitome of drugged-out cool in 
his role as one half of the Glim- 
mer Twins, guid- 


Lucky: i 


dante p 
10551 82 ave 


heavy music and holiday classics yields : the original . ing the Rollin: Uowy-tsea 
etty unique, hard-rocking gifts. : charge stemming HARDS Stones’ alone 
"We You a Merry Christmas"— : from a 1977 ar- side his partner 
Cult's Chris Wyze,andBob : rest in a Toronto 


and Bruce Kulick of Kiss, among others : 
“merry” with “metal” half of : 


the time and probably best mixes the 


Lemmy’s throaty "Run Rudolph Run’ re- 


ally some new urgency into the : 
ai Dio’s operatic vocals and : 


> with possession 
seasonal spirit with power metalinone : 
package. Motorhead’s : 


hotel where he 
was charged 


of heroin for the 
purpose of traf- 
ficking. 

The Rolling 
Stones guitarist 


in crime, singer 
Mick Jagger. 

And to top it off, 
Richards was just 
coming off of that 
near-devastating 
drug bust, his sen- 
tence a period of 
probation and a 


moody translate nicely into an : was under seri- commitment to 
epic "God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.” ; ous pressure at two benefit con- 
PAUL BLINOV : the time, having certs—a relief, no 
/} PRUL@VUEWEEKLY.COM : spent the time (ps = doubt, but hardly 
t since the  ar- "-) a cause for out- 
= rest under the threat of serious jail time, : and-out celebration when the prosecution 
: not to mention in the throes of a wicked : was already appealing the sentence. 
Various artists : battle with the drug that had led him to : Unless there was something more to 
Merry Axemas: A Guitar Christmas : his troubles in the first place. Sowhen he : the choice, something running deeper 
(Sony) : released his first solo recording in Decem- : than the sort of cash-in-now approach 
ERRSR : ber of 1978, it made perfect sense that the : that seeps into so many holiday releases. 


= seven-inch was backed by Richards’ take 
When I was around : 
13, | took guitar les- : 
sons out in Sher- : 
wood Park from a : 
guy named Merlin.I : 
always thought that : 
that was his real : 
name—after all, he had a decal on his : 
neon pink Strat that would seem to indi- : 
cate such—but thinking back, perhapsit : 
wasn't. Anyway, he was a cool guy—ex- : 
actly the kind of guy a 13-year-old would : 
want to take lessons from: instead of : 
teaching me boring shit like scales and : 
modes, he just taught me how to play ev- : 
ery song from Nirvana's Nevermind, as : 
well as a few Ramones ditties. Well, : 
mostly: a week or two before Christmas,I : 
walked in and he put on this album. Lis- : 
tening back, it's easy to see what in- ; 
trigued me about it—this thing is about : 
as mid-’90s guitar wankery as you can : 
get without actually being Joe Satriani.I = 
thought it was amazing. Every yearIstill : 
terrorize my family with my version of : 
Kenny Wayne Shepherd's "Rudolph the : 
Red-Nosed Reindeer.” It wouldn't be : 


on jimmy Cliffs "The Harder They Come.” 


Hood-styled gangster in Jamaica, the 
back groove and the desparation in the 


song for Richards at that point in time, 


ing that time period. 


But what was surprising, at least on the : 
surface, was the A-side: "Run Rudolph : 


yick 
COIN 


> "Run Rudolph Run" was an old tune that 
+ had once been recorded by Richards’ 

The title track to a film that traced : 
the rise and fall of a reggae star/Robin : 


hero Chuck Berry, so, combined with the 
coming holiday season and the relaxing 


: of Richards’ legal troubles, perhaps the 
counterpoint between the song's laid- : 


song was a throwback of sorts to sim- 


: pler times from his past. 
lyrics in Cliffs original made it an ideal : 


Maybe "Run Rudolph Run," backed as it 


: was by "The Harder They Come,” was a 
and he spared nothing in digging into the : 
words, mining them for every ounce of : 
feeling. On the heels of a scratchy, pro- : 
totypical Richards guitar solo he sings, : 
"And | keep on fighting for the things | 
want / And| know that when you're dead : 
you can't / I'd rather be a free man in my : 
grave / Than living like a puppet or a : 
slave.” There's as much passion in that : 
vocal take as he's ever put into anything : 
he's done with his full-time band, andit's 
understandable given his situation dur- : 


statement by Richards, much as "Before 
They Make Me Run" was when it was re- 
leased on the Stones' Some Girls earlier 
that year. But while "Before They Make 
Me Run" saw Richards admitting—how- 
ever unrepetently—that he could no 
longer continue at the pace he'd been 
living, the solo songs found him relishing 
innocence—of childhood fantasies stud- 
ded with rock 'n' roll guitars in "Run Ru- 
dolph Run," and of the pure sensations 
of freedom in “The Harder They Come." 
"Run Rudolph Run” is currently on 
iTunes with a different B-side: a cover of 
Toots & the Maytals "Pressure Drop."W 


S The Hypnophonics 


Christmas without it. : Kid Harpoon Pl a 
BRYAN BIRTLES : Once co™ | ast Band on Earth 
/ SRYAR@VUEWEEKLY.COM : (Young Turks) (Stomp) 


= Crooning and strumming 
: Like Sondre Lerche only 


That's a Stand-up bass? 
It sounds like a typewriter 


_Mike Tomas spinning on the 1's and 2s 


$3 Highballs 
$4 Shooters 
$115 Bottle service ' 


- 


* 


* 


X 


FaM : More pronounceable ; Typing bad music 
eo Gift ay Our Gift ; 
Independent —————— 
ee @ ee : Bowling For Soup : Train ; 
: Sorry For Partying : Save Me, San Francisco 

An off-the-cuff : (RCA/Jive) : (Sony) 

Christmas record : ‘ : 

from locals F&M, : Kids of all ages : Grandiose pop band 


this 2006 EP is al- : Love a good song about dicks : They wrote that "Jupiter" song 


ternatelydelicate— : So here's 13 more ; Let the hatred flow 

Becky Anderson's : r 

vocal turns—and : : 
raw with just a bit of blood—Ryan An- : y 
derson's turns. But the disc is also a : Chuck & Albert : Blessthefall : i 
soothing salve for those who try like : Energie | ; ee ae a 
hell to avoid the barrage of polished, : (Independent) : (Fearless = oi - ; 4 
he Sy capa ae folk Screaming asshole kids ‘ ” & C " 

songs that are currently blaring : Acadian a 5 , WEDNESDAY ~ FE 
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Wear Child: 10, a retrospective album to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the charity’s founding in Canada was released 
on December Ist, 2009 by Universal Music Canada. The album 
features a selection of some of the extraordinary music donated to 
the cause over the years, as well as exclusive new recordings. 


Proceeds from the album sales will go to support War 
Child Canada, an award-winning charity that provides 
humanitarian assistance to war affected children in some of 
the most devastated regions of the world. 


The album is compromised of music from some of the world’s 
biggest artists, including Coldplay, Radiohead, Beck, and 
a brand new recording from Wolfmother (CanCon). 


Also includes the recently recorded Patti Smith song ‘People 
Have the Power. " by Friends Of War Child - Chantal Kre- 
viazuk, Liam Titcomb, Shiloh and Lucas Silveira of the Cliks. 


www.warchild.com 
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PREVUE // BOOGIE PATROL 


Bringing the funk 


Boogie Patrol is designed 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ith a name like Boogie Patrol, it 

only stands to reason that the mu- 

sic being made is the kind of thing that is 

designed to have people out of their chairs 

and on the dance floor. So when drum- 

mer Jimmy James says that the band's 

new album—entitled Groove on or Bug Off 

and set for release this Monday as part of 

a six-night stand at Blues on Whyte—is 
high energy, you best believe him. 

"We're a blues-based band, but we in- 
corporate a lot of funk, so a lot of it is 
showing some classic blues and then I 
guess incorporating that basic blues feel 
and chord structure with a funk feel to 
it," he says of the sound the band has 
crafted. "We always want to be energy— 
we're a really high energy band and we 
always want to portray high energy and 
chord structures that make people want 
to dance but also think.” 


The band—rounded out by Yuji Ihara on 
guitar, Nigel Gale on bass and Rotten Dan 
on vocals and blues harp—didn't exactly 
write the album in someone's basement 
jam space the way most group's do. In- 
stead, Boogie Patrol hashed out its licks 
ina trial by fire. 

"When we started playing we had to 
play three-hour sets right off the bat and 
with blues you can do that because you 


et you dancins 


can bullshit a lot and’we had to do ti,, 
because we didn't have three hours 
music. So right from the beginning y 

Were songwriting onstage and then [)3,, 


SKATNAMNEINLN 


When we started 
playing we had to 
play three-hour set; 
right off the bat and 
with blues you can do 
that because you can 
bullshit a lot and we 
had to do that becaus. 
we didn't have three 
hours of music. 


and Yuji would go home and really pic: 
it together and make it what it's come 
now,” James explains. "When you're play 
ing so many gigs three hours long you’: 
gonna eventually be able to do a CD 4 
least. Our CD's 14 songs—it's 80 minute 
long. It's a lot of material. And we have 
lot more material—we could probably « 
another CD, butI think ournext one we'rx 
gonna take a lot of time sifting through 
exactly what we wanna put on it.” 'V 
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HOROSCOPE : 4 


ARIES (Mar 21 — Apr 19) 
“Indignation is one of the most rewarding : 
of emotions,” writes Theodore Dalrymple, : 
“as well as one that automatically gives : 
meaning to life .. There is nothing like ir- : 
ritation to get the juices circulating and the : 
mind working.” Of all the ideas that have : 
made me irritable and indignant in recent : 
weeks, this one steams me the most. | dis- : 
agree so completely that | am practically $ 
beside myself with paralyzing rage. Andas : 
| plunge my attention further and further : 
into his ridiculous proposal, | feel 
the tension coursing through my 
body. | sense my mind becoming 
swampy, my perceptions dis- 
torted. There's a good chance 
that | am inducing in myself a 
state of stressed-out stupidity. 
Please don't follow my example, 
Aries. It’s possible that sour fury 
could be useful to you at other times, 
but right now you should avoid it. If you : 
want your intelligence to work at peak effi- = 
ciency in the coming days, you'll need long : 
stretches of tender, lucid calm. : 


F 
as 


TAURUS (Apr 20— May 20) 
The evidence is incontrovertible: you have : 
definitely acquired more power in 2009. : 
Whether that means you are now sitting in 
a corner office bossing around a gaggle of : 
subordinates, | don't know. What | do know : 
is that you are in greater charge of your : 
own destiny. You know yourself much bet- : 
ter, and are smarter about providing your- : 
self with what you need, when you need it. : 
You have gained access to enormous new : 
reserves of willpower, in part by harness- : 
ing the energy of your obsessive tenden- : 
cies. Blind fate just doesn't have the same : 
control over your life as it used to. More ; 


Vas 
2 oct 


: than ever before, you're making decisions : 
based on what's really good for you rather. : 
? fun and games. You will be invited to dra- 
: matically expand your understanding of : 
: the nature of commitment. You will also 
| trust you've traveled all over creation in : 
2009—or have at least exposed yourself : 
to a wide range of novel sights and sounds : 
near your home turf. | pray that you've e 


than on your unconscious compulsions. 


GEMINI (May 21 — Jun 20) 


escaped one shrunken niche, two nar- 


row perspectives, and three low expecta- : 
tions. I'm also hoping that in these last 12 : 
months, you have regularly sought : 


out pleasant jolts and breathtak. 


your mind blown. 


: CANCER (Jun 21 — Jul 22) 
: So how are you doing with your year-long : 
resurrection project, Cancerian? Have you : 
been taking care of the finishing touches : 
these past few weeks? If not, do so soon. : 
It's high time for you to officially and defini- : 
tively rise from the dead. Your wanderingin : 
the underworld is at an end. Your mourn- : 


ing for broken dreams should be complete 
In January, the age of exploration will begin; 


make sure your reborn spunk is ready for : 


action by then. 


LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 


| bet your relationship life will be a source : 
of revolutionary teachings in 2010. Ad- : 


ing vistas that have inspired : 
you to see the big picture : 
m_ of your unfolding destiny. If : 
you haven't been doing these : 
things with the eager abandon : 
you should have, please take the : 
next flight to the other side of the : 
world. Eat unfamiliar food, meet people : 
who are very different from you, listen to : 
strange music, climb a mountain and get : 
: tiny furrows, pits, and bulges. This is evi- 
: dence that many small creatures live there, : 
: although only the hungry ducks and egrets : 
know exactly where to look to find them. : 
: Now I'm quite impressed with the new : 


ventures in intimacy and partnership will : 
draw you into some highly educational : 
: "Best Performance of One's True Self.” 


be asked to dig deeper to discover your 
real desires, which up until now have been 


partially camouflaged by more superficial : 
longings that were grafted onto you dur- : 
: ing the darker days of adolescence. How : 
should you prepare for the interesting : 


tests of the next 12 months? How can you 
get yourself in shape to earn the demand- 
ing gifts that will be within reach? Now is 
an excellent time to start thinking about 
those questions. 


VIRGO (Aug 23 — Sep 22) 


Whenever the tide goes out, the creek| live : 
: SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22- Dec 21) 
: One of your top accomplishments in 2009 


next to loses a lot of its water to the bay. 
lt becomes a narrow trickle surrounded 


by stretches of mud. From a distance the : 
mud looks like a wet black desert, but if : 
= nected;It seems you decided that you were : 
; tired of being split up into fragmented sub- 


you get up close you'll see it's covered with 


Be like those birds, Virgo. As you survey 


your version of the mud flat, ignore anyone : 
who tells you that it's barren. Go searching : 
: edented singleness of purpose in 2010. 


: CAPRICORN (Dec 22 — Jan 19) 
? In his book The Way of Transition, Wil- : 
: iam Bridges defines the "neutral zone" as 


for the rich pickings. 


LIBRA (Sep 23 — Oct 22) 
It seems to me that in 2009 you've learned 
o love the fact that all the world's a 


stage. You've found roles that have been : 
: fun to play, and you've expressed yourself : 
! with the nuanced zeal of a skilled actor in : 
an elaborate theatrical production. | have 


very much enjoyed seeing you reveal the 


full range of your inner riches. If | were : 


: SCORPIO (Oct 23 — Nov 21) 
: "The nature of the work is to prepare for : 
= a good accident,” said filmmaker Sidney : 


going to award Oscars to the astrological : 
signs, you Libras would get the prize for : 


stripped of every single certainty and you're 
not wandering in limbo. But | suspect you 


: have at least let go of one aspect of your 


: old familiar rhythm and have yet to ease 


Lumet. He was talking about the craft of : 
creating movies, but he could have also : 
been advising you on how to make the : 
most of the coming week. Your task, as | 


: into the one that'll be familiar in the future 


My advice? Don't rush it. Get all you car 
out of this unique and educational time in 
the neutral zone. 


AQUARIUS (Jan 20- Feb 18) 


: In 2009, the cosmic powers-that-be have 
: see It, is to set in order everything that can = 
: be set in order. Get very organized. Make 
: sure you're well-rehearsed. Be warmed up 
: and highly alert. That way you'll be ready ; 
: to respond with graceful intensity when : 
: serendipitous opportunities arise within 
: the framework you've put in place. 


been conspiring to get you to expand your 


: self-image and enlarge your understand- 
t ing of your place in the world. So | trust 


that in these last 12 months you have 
started a business or organized a support 


= group or reinvented your physical ap- 
= pearance or begun your masterpiece—or 


: done something to initiate a new phase 


is the way you have united parts of yourself : 
that had not previously been very well con- : 


personalities that had different agendas. 
Somehow you managed to convince them : 
all to work together in a common cause. = 


spirit of cooperation that’s at work in your : 
depths. | predict it will lead to an unprec- ; 


"that in-between time, after you've let go : 
of your old life and before you have fully : 
discovered and incorporated your new life." 


: in your long-term cycle. If for some rea- 
: son you've been remiss about doing this 


work, | suggest you scramble to make up 
for lost time. And if you have been taking 
advantage of the abundant cosmic help, 


: it'll soon be time to move on to phase 
: two: consolidation. 


PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar-20) 

To prepare for his turn to hit, a Majo’ 
League baseball player slips a doughnut 
shaped piece of metal over the top of his 


: bat, making it a few pounds heavier than 
: it normally is, He then takes a number of 
: practice swings. The theory is that when 


he removes the doughnut and strides 


: up-to home plate to actually hit against 


a pitcher who's throwing the ball at 90 
miles per hour, the bat will feel lighter and 


+ he'll be able to swing faster. As you pre 
Sound familiar? Maybe the neutral zone : 
! where you're currently simmering isn't as ; 
dramatic as that—maybe you haven't been : 


pare for your own equivalent of going uP 
to bat, Pisces, | urge you to use this as you’ 
operative metaphor. WV 
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St + 780.414.6311 + Family 

ip for those who are support- 
member living with a mental 
,6:30-8:30pm 


DIAMOND LECTURE SERIES - Royal Alberta 
Museum Theatre, 12845-102 Ave + 780.453.9100 

« The Art and Beauty of Diamonds with Gabriel 
Jolkowsky, Master Diamond Cutter, Gabrielle 
Diamonds «Dec 10, 7pm « Free 

EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY « 10025-102A 
Ave, Rin 18128 «780.702.5117 « Fri, 12-1pm_ 


THE NATURE CLUB - Royal Alberta 
Museum, 12845-102 Ave « Monthly meeting; Gerald 
Romanchuk presents Three Steps to Bird Photography 
« Fri, Dec 18, 7pm (coffee), 7:30pm (meeting) « 
Admission by donation 


FERTILITY AWARENESS CHARTING CIRCLE - 

Block igi2 Café, 10361-82 Ave - fertilityawareness- 
i » Meets ist Wed each month, 

through to Apr, 6:30-8:30pm « Donation of $5 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL - Hos- 
telling International, 10647-81 Ave + 780.454.6216 + 
Christmas potluck, bring drinks, potluck dish and 
favourite slides (for others to guess location). Tur- 
key prowided for a donation « Dec 14, 6:30pm 


HOME-Energising Spiritual Community for 
Passionate Living - Garneau/Ashbourne Assisted 
Living Place, 1148-84 Ave - Home: Blends music, 
drama, and reflection on sacred texts 

to energise you for passionate living - Every Sun 
75pm 

LIFELONG LEARNING! « Jubilee Auditorium - A 
Series of Programs Designed for Seniors: monthly 
lectures, musical performances, visual art programs 
and creative activities « Dec 16, 12:30am-1pm 


SUGARSWING DANCE CLUB - Orange Hall, 

10335-84 iss cama . mire arias Sugar 

Foot Stomp: beginner lesson Wwe lance 
{éoor) 


every Sat, 8pm: 


SUPPORT FOR THOSE WITH BIPOLAR DISOR- 
DER AND SUPPORT PEOPLE - Suite 201 10621- 
100 Ave « 780.452.4661: 1st and yrd Tue each month, 
7-9pm « Rm 06m, Grey Nuns Hospital: Every Thu; 
7-9pm; Maxine 780.451.1755 


TOURETTE SYNDROME - Academy of King 

Edward, 8525-101 St, NW door + 1.866.824.9764 + 
Support meetings for parents of TS kids, and TS 
adults » ist Wed every month, 7pm 


Sietpend Publick ” Pas 
Te Dr, 
aie aabeary ‘erwillegar pease 
Bank and other social organizations will be in 

attendance « Dec 10, 6:30-8:30pm 


VEGETARIANS OF ALBERTA - Riverdale Com- 
ity Hall, 9231-100 Ave » Vegan/Vegetarian 
Potluck: Bring a vegetarian/vegan dish for 6 
€, serving spoon, plate, utensils, mug, copy 
of recipe « Sun, Dec 23, 5:30-7pm 


~ Abert Legulstere Step totoosy St, Vig or 
= , 10800-97 St + Vigil for a 
Real Deal on Climate Action in Copenhagen; show 
‘that Albertans care about climate change « Sat, Dec 
12, §:30-6:3pm + Free 


WOMEN IN BLACK « In Front of the Old Strath- 
cona Farmers’ Market Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd 
Sat, 10-12am, each month, stand in silence for a 
world without violence 


‘omy SS 


CENTURY CASINO - 13103 Fort Rd « 780.481.9857 
+ Shows start at 8pm Thu-Sat and ee 
ittesbatebess 
FACTORY - Gateway 
34 Ave, Calgary Tr « Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 8pm 


20pm « Steven Moore; Dec 10-12 + Nelson 


Codes; Dec'1z-19 


COMIC STRIP - Bourbon St, WEM «780.483.5999 

+ Wed-Fri, Sun 8pm; Fri-Sat 10:30pm « Hit or Miss 
Monday: Mon, Dec 14 « Paul Brown and Friends: 
Tue,Dec is - John Wessling, Kelly Dakus, and Vinee 
Flukz; Dec 10-13 « Hit or Miss Monday's: amateur 
comedy night; Dec 21 Erik Griffin, Andrew Iwanyk 
and Mike Harrison; Dec 16-20 « Sean Lecomber, 
Sean Gramiak and Sean Thompson; Dec 23-27 


DRUID - 11606 Jasper Ave + 780,710.2119 » Comedi 
Night: Hosted by Lars Callieou » Every Sun, at 


FESTIVAL PLACE - 100 Festival Way, Sherwood 
Park ane Dance Party of Newfoundland, sketch 
comedy group + Dec 11, 7:30pm » $32 (table)/$30 
(box)/$26 (theatre) at Festival Place box office 


HYDEAWAY-Jekyll and Hyde « 10209-100 Ave 
+ 780.426.5381 « Comedy show every Tuc, gpm + 
$5 (door) q 


LAUGH SHOP-Whyte - 2nd Fl, 10368-82 Ave 

+ 780.476.1010 »« Rob Brackenridge; Dec 10-13 « 
Amateur Night: with Kevin McGrath; Dec 15-16 » 
Kevin McGrath; Dec 17-20 « Paul Sveen's Comedy 
Class Graduates; Dec2za-23 
NEWCITY LIQUID LOUNGE - 1008: Jasper Ave 
+ Newcity Upstairs Underground Comedy Night 
presents: lies the state told you: Disestablish- 
mentarianism comedy night + ist Tue every 
month, 9pm 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA - Fine Arts Building, 
Media Rm, 88 Ave, 112 St - 780.420.1757 « albertaville. 
ca/about/ + Us The Comedy of Global Warming, writ- 
ten and directed by Jan Leung » Sun, Dec 20 


WUNDERBAR - 8120-101 St « Hangtime! hosted 
by Mike Robertson and Arlen Konopaki- Tue, Dec; 
every second Thu, 9:30pm 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-Red Deer « Sunnybrook 
United Church, Red Deer + 403.347.6073 + Affirm 
welcome LGBTQ people and their friends, family, 
and allies meet the 2nd Tue, 7pm, each month 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP - A 
social group for bi-curious and bisexual women 
every 2nd Tue of the month, 8pm - groups.yahoo. 
com/group/bwedmonton 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-106 St « 
780.423.5024 « and Thu: Illusions Social Club « 3rd 
Wed: Edmonton O Society « 2nd Tue: Edmonton 
Rainbow Business Association « Every Fri: Phi- 
losophy Café « Fri and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 10-3 

« Long Weekend Sundays feature the Stardust 
Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB - 117255 Jasper Ave « 
780.488.7736 « DJ Dust ’n' Time; Mon 9pm « DJ 
Arrow Chaser; Tue 9pm - DJ Dust 'n' Time; Wed 
gpm, no cover before iopm « DJ Arrow Chaser; Fri 
8pm, no cover before 10pm « Dj Earth Shiver 'n’ 
Quake; Sat 8pm, no cover before 1opm « DJ Bobby 


Beatz; Sun gpm « Drag Queen Performance Show, * 


Sun, no cover before 1opm 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) - Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton. 10304-119 St « A group of old- 
er gay men who have common interests meet the 
and Sun, 2:30pm, for a social period, short meeting 
and guest speaker, discussion panel or potluck 
supper. Special interest groups meet for other social 
activities throughout the month. E: edmontonpt@ 
yahoo.ca « primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION - teamedmon- 
ton.ca « Women's Drop-In Recreational Badminton; 
Oliver School Gym, 10227-1318 St; 780.465.3620; 
Wed, 6-7:30pm « Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary 
School at 15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-8:15pm; bootcamp@ 
teamedmonton.ca « Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100, 
3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat, 5-7pm; bowling@teamed- 
monton.ca « Curling: Mon, 7:15-9:1spm), Granite 
Curling Club; 780.463.5942 « Running: Sun, Tue, 
Thu; i ledmonton.ca « Swimming: 
NATIT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 7:30-8- 
<gopm; swimming@teamedmonton.ca « Volleyball: 
Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa Elementary 
School at 9008-10sA, 8-10pm; Thu intermediate 

at Amiskiwaciy Academy, 101 Airport Rd, 8-10pm; 
recvolleyball@teamedmonton.ca; volleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca - YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga every 
Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 10575-1315 St, 
yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS - 
780.387.3343 « meet monthly « Info; groups.yahoo. 
com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


INSIDE/OUT - U of A Campus + Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
identified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate 
student, academic, straight allies and support 

+ 3rd Thu each month (fall/winter terms); Speakers 
Series. E: kwells@ualberta.ca 


LIVING POSITIVE - 404, 10408-1224 St « edm- 
livingpositive.ca « 1.877.975.9448/780.488.5758 » 
Conflential peer support to people living with 
HIV - Tue, 7-9pm: Support group « Daily drop-in, 
peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM PADATION Ee St 
ean, Rm 3-28, 780.490.7332 « Program for HIV- 

K's eect treatment and harm reduction 
in French, English and other African languages 

« 3rd and 4th Sat, gam-spm each month « Free 

(member)/$10 (membership) + Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB - geocities, 

com/makingwaves_edm » Recreational/competi- 

ae gear Socializing after practices - Every 
ue, Thu 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB « 10220-103 St - Open Thu, Fri, 
Sat with DJs Alexx Brown and Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON - 9540-111 Ave « 
780.488.3234 + pridecentreofedmonton.org « Open 
‘Tue-Fri 1-10pm, Sat 2-6;30pm « LGBT Seniors 
Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm + CA: Thu (7pm) 
+ Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study group 
every Sat, noon + Youth Understanding Youth: 
Up to 25 years, support and social group every 
Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@shaw.ca + Womonspace: Board 
meeting 1st Sun every month, 10:30am-12:30pm « 
Trans Education/Support Group: Meet the ist and 
3rd Sun, 2-4pm, every month; albertatrans.org + 
Men Talking with Pride: Sun 7pm; facilitator: Rob 
Wells rabwells78o@hotmail.com » HIV Support 
Group: 2nd Mon every month, 7pm + Transgen- 
der, Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TTIQ) 
Alliance: Support meeting and Tue every month, 
7-30pm « Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and 
Questioning. Education, advocacy and support for 
men, Women and youth « Free professional coun- 
selling every Wed except the ist Wed each month; 
7-20pm; appt encouraged, drop-ins welcome + 
YouthSpace: drop-in for LGBTQ for youth up to 
2s; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR + 10524-101 St + 780.990.0038 « Wed: 
Free Poo}; Karaoke, 9pm-midnight « Thu: Prism 
Pool League; 7-11:30pm + Fri: Steak Nites; s-9pm; 
DJ at 9:30pm 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH - 
10209-123 St « 780.482.1587 « Soul OUTing: an 
LGBT-focused alternative worship + and Sun every 
month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30ama; people of all 
sexual orientations welcome. LGBT monthly book 
club and film night. E: jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH « 11526-76 Ave + 
780.436.1555 « People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome « Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE - 780.482.1794 « womonspace.ca, 
womonspace@gmail.com » A Non-profit lesbian 
social organization for Edmonton and surrounding 
area. Monthly activities, newsletter, reduced rates 
included with membership. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS « 11723 Jasper Ave « 780.488.6557 » Kara- 
oke with Nathan; Mon 8pm « Martini Mondays; 
3pm « You Don’t Know Game Show with Patrick 
and Nathan; Thu 9pm « Long Island Iced Tea; Thu 
3pm + Karaoke with Morgan; Wed 7pm « Karaoke 
with Kevin; Sun 8pm 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH - yuyedm.ca 
+ Meets every Sat, 7-9pm + E: info@yuyedm.ca, T: 
780.248.1971 


CHRISTMAS BUREAU FUNDRAISER CONCERT 
+ Yardbird Suite, 10203-86 Ave + Colleen Brown, 
Sandy Foster, Tiff Hall, James Clarke « Sun, Dec 
13, 6pm 


A CHRISTMAS PAST - Rutherford House, 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr + 780.427.3995 + Silent auction 
featuring hand-knit stockings by local artists; 
proceeds benefit the UEnd: Poverty charity + 
Sun, Dec 13, 12-4pm. 


ETS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS TOURS - Route 
includes Downtown, Candy Cane Lane, and 
Legislative Grounds « Dec 13-19 « Departs from the 
west side of City Hall at Transit Stop #1364, 100 

St between 103 and 103A Ave at 6pm, 6:1spm and 
6:30pm nightly; additional s-4spm departures on 
Sat and Sun « $3 each; limit of 8 per person at TIX 
on the Square; free for child 5 yrs and under, but 
must sit on adult's lap (no strollers) 


FMC CHRISTMAS BUREAU BREAKFAST - 
Westin Hotel, 10135-100 St + Dec 17, 7-8:3am » $65 
at 780.423.7385 


INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY CEL- 
EBRATION - Hydeaway-All Ages Art Space, 10209- 
100 Ave « MCs John Spearn and Rainer Bronner; 
music: Everything Nicks, Marshall Lawrence, Mike 
Roste, Alicia Glenn, Light Travels, John Spearn and 
friends, Tribal Garage; paintings by Yuri Lytviak 

+ All Ages Multi Arts Celebration « Thu, Dec 10, 
s-1opm « Free (child)/voluntary donation (adult) 


LETTERS TO SANTA - Train Station, Grain 
Elevator, 4A Meadowview Dr, St Albert « Holiday 
activities + Sat, Dec 12, 12-4pm » Free 


MAKE IT! THE HANDMADE REVOLUTION - 
Aviation Hangar, Alberta Aviation Museum 12410 
Kingsway Ave » MakeltEdmonton.com + Dec 
11-13 + $5 (door) 


STOLLERY BENEFIT DRIVE WITH CHILDREN'S 
BOOK LAUNCH - Prana Yoga Studio, 203, 18332 
Lessard Rd, Hawkstone Plaza « pranayogastudio.ca « 
Free kids yoga, crafts, reading from Wrush, and book 
signings fos local authors « Dec 12, 2-6pr 


WINTER SOLSTICE CELEBRATION - City Hall, 
1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq « Westwood Unitarian 
Congregation an evening of music, story, and 
celebration « Mon, Dec a3, 7-8pm. 


WOMONSPACE - Bellevue Community Hall, 
7308 122 Ave « Festive Dinner and Dance « Sat, 
Dec 12, 7-8:30pm (dinner), 9-1am (dance) « $25 
(member)/$30 (guest) at Prism Bar, Earth's 
General Store 
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12/42 OH SNAP IN BRO 


OH SNAP 


DEGREE / BATTERY / COBRA COMMANDER /« 
MAGNETA LANE / TV HEART ATTACK Stara rnourapoun — 


dOEY' & JAMES RENTON 


HOSTED BY MARK FEDUM OF RED RAM / UNCAS 


ACID CRUNK TOUR | 


WIT THE PROTEGE 
JUST 2 GUYS Z GUESTS 8 sounpractor Torreon 


22/26 BOXING DAY SOUNDCLASH 12/19 


MAT THE ALIEN | THE CANYON | 
GREENLAW & DEGREE ROSE OUTFIT 


12/31 NYE 2009! 7 BANDS, DJS, $10 
TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS 


RAVGUN COWBOYS |p TRINGE J 


OLD WIVES / SALLY'S KRACKER HOSTED BY MARK FEDUK DF RED RAM / UNCAS 
12/29 TROUBADOUR TUESDAYS 


a TET OUARTET| 
MATT BBOISVERT 


HOSTED BY MARK FEDUK OF RED RAM / UNCAS 


SLATES / MICHAEL RAULT 
12/31 NWYE2009! 7BANDS, 8DJS, $10 


COLD DRIVEN) RYGUN COWBOYS 


MIVLPHT ot JEZBELLE OLS SH 
@A/45 _LIVENATION PRESENTS THE RUMBLE STRIPPERS idl FIRE NEXT TIME 


SWITCHFOOT Geounpeo sta 


AND GUEST S3 nuetsipe / GREEN DIESEL 


HORIZE-CNTADA SHORT OF ABLE 


FUNDRAISER 
te mple BEND START ROM 


Oj DEGREE conna commandER 
oH SnAP! DJ BATTERY cn/ WEEKLY GUESTS 
SATURDAYS 


EVIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


12/18 ~ INFINITY SSO REPETITIVE 


FT. CPT. MOLEMAN & WUB DEEZ 


HATH Dd REND & FETT 
Dons HTS $5 


wWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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_ cab, led to him taking his life and 


LGBT >> DRINKING AND DRIVING 


Two months ago a friend confided that : 
both he and another friend, independent : 


of each other, drove home drunk after 
Beers for Queers. Historically this 
friend had been very conscious 
of taking a cab home, but 
that night his desire to leave, 
mixed with Edmonton's poor 
public transportation and his 
lack of plan around taking a 


those of others into his own inebri- 
ated hands. 


His admission confirmed for me that : 
drunk driving is on the rise in Edmonton. : 
For the week ending December 2 almost : 
one third more drivers were deemed im- : 
paired by the Edmonton Police Service : 
than during the same week in 2008. Of : 
those, 43 received 24-hour suspended : 
licenses, two had their licenses totally : 
suspended and three were charged with : 


Gay home safe 


other criminal offences, which may have : 
included assault and/or other traffic viola- 
tions. Of course statistics only count : 
those who were caught—they : 
ado not include people, like my : 
friends, who were on the same : 
toads as you driving blurry- : 
eyed with compromised motor : 
skills, commandeering 4000- : 
pound machines at breakneck : 
speeds. Maybe it has to be re- : 
: stated: drunk driving is dangerous. : 
: At best it results in cheating fate, or hav- : 
ing your licence suspended. At worst it : 
means one's own death, or knowing that : 9 ne a ee ‘ 
: too drunk ourselves to know how drunk : 
someone else Is or we are dependant on : 
them to get home. Sometimes we need : 
friends, bouncers, bartenders and strang- : 
: ommends leaving cab fare at your front : 
: door and then bringing it to the driver : 
after you have been dropped off. Leav- : 


you caused someone else's death. 


The thing that is difficult about prevent- : 
ing drunk driving is that the very factor : 
that makes someone a possible menace is : 
the very thing that allows them to think : 
that they can drive. Further complicat- : 
ing the issue is the fact that we are often : 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@ VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


CUTTING UROL LULL CULO LCUEDLLLEECOLCOOULLEOOULUOUCE OLCECCCLOO UES OLCEO ECCT CCLENT CORES OCCT COCO COCO 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


‘| Great opportunity to improve 


your health and wealth! 
For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrax4u.com/kenneths 


EDUCATIONAL 
FILM AND TV ACTING 
Learn from pro's how to 
act in Film and TV 
Full-time training. 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Cook/Thai cuisine. Must be talented and expe- 
rienced at cooking thai recipies. please e-mail 
resume to camsteri964@gmail.com 


EXTRAS 
0 Bolding $& 


D Caps $& Card#. 
CO Extra Line S$ Name 
7 Box Word Ad $& 


SSanbals St 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH 
ENGLISH: We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs 
around the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 

Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536-124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck - 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 

Ph 780.907.0570 


Desperately seeking an extreme massage 
therapist who will give a heavy duty, hard core, 
pain inducing deep tissue massage. Call Mark 

at 780.756.0869 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator, 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


Guitar lessons available 
LEARN ROCK, FOLK, COUNTRY, BLUES 
$2zo/hour 
Contact Justin T: 780. 760.7284 
E: Justin.wayne.shaw@gmail.com 


Music lessons: 
Guitar, bass, banjo, Ukele 
Call Tony; 780.484.6806 


HELP SUPPORT THE YOUTH EMERGENCY 


SHELTER SOCIETY-PROGRAMS FOR 
YOUTH 780.468.7070; YESS.ORG 


one aay aE FOUR LINES FOR $20 


FORM OF PAYMENT | 
OCash O Check Fiviss, Cimastercard 


Phone 7804261996 from 9am to Spm N Mon-Fri * Emait a ee com * Stop by 10303-108 St. Edmonton 
Deadline Tues at Noon * Please print legibly on Unes at right * Up to 45 characters par Line * Every letter, space or mark counts 2s one character + Allow one space following punctuation 


DON’T LET QUEERS 


drive 


ers to tell us not to drive. 


One of the most obvious ways around ; 


a SS 
ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, in 
person or by fax. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone Gle- 
nys at 780.426.1996/fax 780.426.2389/e-m office@ 
yueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 St. 
Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Nextfest 2010: Call for submissions from 
emerging theatre artists; Deadline: Dec 21, 
2009. send to: Nextfest c/o The Roxy Theatre, 
10708-124 St, Edmonton, AB TsM oH. For 
submissions in dance, music, visual art, non- 
script based performance contact Steve Pirot 
at steve@nextfest.ca 


Kompany Family Theatre: Call for complete 
draft, original play for the second annual 
New Works for Young Audiences. Submission 
Deadline: Jan 15, 5pm Info: Laura Rushfeldt, 
T: 780.944.9115 / E: kompany.admin@shaw.ca 


Profiles Gallery: call for submissions for 2011. 
Seeking proposals from artists working in all 
styles and mediums; Deadline: Sat, Feb 27, 
2010, spm; More info; Janine Karasick-Acosta 
at 780.460.4310, 31 or janinek@artsheritage.ca 


Submit exhibits for consideration in the fol- 
lowing categories; Environmental Site Specific 
Installation; Curated Group Exhibit, Individual 

or Two Artist Exhibit, and Community Pro- 
grams are invited to participate in 2010 at The 

Works Art Market and Food Street (deadline 

Feb. 15, 2010) and Street Stage (deadline Mar. 

15, 2010). Application at theworks.ab.ca 


Artist Volunteers needed at the Today Family 
Violence Centre to develop murals in their new 
facility that help in creating a positive environ- 

ment for clients. Patrick Dillon at 780.455.6880 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


drunk driving is to call a cab. HIV Edmon: 


drunk 


ton budgets for staff cab fare as part o! 
their holiday party planning. Eric Storey, 
part of Big Brothers and Big Sisters, rec 


*Payel 


Spartual Teachers *Feng Shui *Personsl Growth * and more 


} ing the fare at home Prevents you fron 
: spending it during the night. 


Sometimes budgeting for a whole ca}, 


: ride isn't an option. Edmonton quee 
: party planner Karen Campos suggest 
: planning a sleepover ahead of time wit, 
: atrusted friend, thus sharing cab fare. ;. 
: ducing the risk of going home with some 


one undesirable and potentially havin. 
a snuggle partner to fall asleep next ; 
Other options on the cheap include ar 
pointing a designated driver, utilizing O; 
eration Red Nose, which has voluntee; 
who will drive drunk people home j;, 
their own cars, partying close to hom; 
and making plans with the party host be 
forehand to stay over. 

Beers for Queers organizer Sean Thomp 
son wants people to have a great time ar 
does not want drinking and driving. "The 
aré enough options to get home Safely 
he says. "Why risk it?” W 


logers *ARemative Therapies *Healing Arts *Yoga +Fitnees *Dier 


CANADA'S LARGEST HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE EVENT 


“Body Soul 
_ Smirit Expo s 
explore - experience - en 


ay EDMONTON sree 
1-877-560- 6830 


ROMOTE YOUR 


NESS BOOK 
ae ikea 


PLUS; 


WE’RE HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s Jeader in face-to-face | 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our) 
fundraisers spread awareness and raise funds 
for a select group of non profits. 


¢ $12/h, guaranteed wage 
¢ Flexible hours 


¢ Travel and advancement opportunities 
¢ Perks such as daily coffee and treats 


* Friendly, socially conscious co-workers 


¢ A fun, dynamic, and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today!” 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 


Print your ad here: 
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E >> SEX 


. You're not the only one! Even : 

| people who need look no fur- = 
_, ther than the other end of : 
the couch often experience a : 
libido-slump in the winter. For : 
‘the single, who may have to ac- : 
f tually leave the house in order to 
dark so early | find that | find a prospective mate, the hurdles are 
thered. | don't want to meet : higher. There are all sorts of possible fac- : 
don't feel like having sex or : tors, including less exercise and its possibly = 
i associated weight gain and/or lack of en- : 
= ergy or the bigger push it takes to get up : 
: and bundle yourself into cold-weather gear : 
+ and slog through sleet or slush, as opposed : 
g fever" and can't wait to 


meet guys (Im a girl) when the : 


to merely flitting out the door in a darling = 
: little sundress whenever you feel like it. : 


Musical theatre company needs strong and 
(preferably older) tenor for production at the 
Arden in April. Paid position call 780.460.2937; 
Rehearsals start December 


idmonton: Any artist willing to donate 
of art to the Christmas Bureau will get 


apie 3 ee ee eee 
at least two mentions on local main stream 
radio. info about the Alberta  MIUSICIANS 
Graft Council where the work will be presented Bass player with strong harmony vocals wanted 
for sale Info: Dianne Brown 780.414.7681; E: for a regularly gigging, three piece, power, roots- 
dianne.brown@christmasbureau.ca based trio. Call Mary Machura @ 240-1509, www. 
ee Eee marvmachura.com; mary@marymachura.com 
Forever Growing, Forever S Gi 0 1) 6 a ee 
: Writers Guild of Alberta (WGA) The Works Street Stage call to artists from 
invite writers from across Alberta to submit to experimental, rap, hip-hop, to folk, bluegrass, 
y : categories. Deadline: Dec 31, country, blues, jazz and rock—all genres. theworks. 
2009 Info: 780.422.8174; writersguild.ab.ca ab.ca/societyfolder/calls/calls. html; Contact Dawn 


Saunders Dahl dawn@theworks.ab.ca 
Attention All Choirs: Any choirs interested 

in singing with other choirs in a 12th Night 

Celebration on Jan 3, 2010, please contact Vinee at 

780.436.8317 


Professional metal band is seeking a dedicated 
guitar and bass player. Please, no cokeheads, etc 
Contact Rob at 780.952.4927 


International Songwriting Competition (ISC) 
deadline extended until Dec2, 2009. Submit as 
many songs as desired, entries accepted online, 

by mail, email using a MySpace account. Info: 
songwritingcompetition.com, 615.251.4441, info@ 
songwritingcompetition 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
on the second Sunday of the month at 9119- 
128A Ave Rock, country & old time music Ph. 
780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


VOLUNTEER 
Meals on Wheels-Volunteers needed + To 
deliver nutritious meals (vehicle required) 
Weekdays 10:45am-ipm + To assist in the kitchen 
Weekdays 6am and apm; shift times are flexible 
= 780.429.2020 


a a SS EEE EEE 
U of A Job Shadow Week 2010 (Feb 16-19). 
Volunteers Needed. Register by Jan 11. De- 
tails at Eisisine salbertacaleapremplayere/ 
JobShadow.: 


6 EEE EEE 
Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. 
youthvolunteer.ca 


Heart and Stroke Foundation of Alberta, NWT 
& Nunavut: Take a few hours this February and 
join our team of Heart Month volunteers. Visit- 
heartandstroke.ca/help; 1.888.HSF.INFO 


ee ee ee 
Meals on Wheels is accepting unwrapped, new 
gifts suitable for seniors to be distributed during 
the holiday season. Drop off gifts at Meals on 
Wheels, 1111-103 Ave + Dec 1-11, Mon-Fri 8am-3- 
pm « Dec 1-2, 8am-8pm « Sat, Dec 5, 10am-2pm + 
Gift Wrapping Open House: Dec 9, 1-3pm 


a 3 ee ere 
Canadian Mental Health Association / Board 
Reerutiing ing 2009 Learn about our community 
work: www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca 
ES ee 
“Volunteer with the Aboriginal Health Group. 
ae ke AB iginal Health Week, Speak- 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


: never have to listen to Perry Como (actually, 


: There is holiday stress and all those happy ? animals (that includes us) to reach puberty, : 
: couple and happy family images forced : ovulate and (at least in the hamsters) expe- 
: down your throat all season, set to the anti- : rience the urge to go out and meet other 
: erotic soundtrack of "The Little Drummer : 


= Boy’ and "Winter Wonderland." Feh. 
; tt may turn out that there is something far : peptin is libido. And it turns right off in the 
: more elemental going on, though. It appears : 


: winter. They just stop makingit. It's cheering : 
: that you don't have tobe human ortryingto : 


: avoid Perry Como songs in order to experi- 
= ence a very precipitous drop in libido during 
= the winter. Siberian hamsters, for instance, : 


: | looked it up and was entranced by this list : ters, which is very good news for the baby : you have low kisspeptin. Maybe you just 


: don't like the dark. You could do the light- 
: all sorts of future kisspeptin-based treat- : box therapy anyway, no matter what your 


+ of people who famously recorded that nasty : hamsters. And it suggests the possibility for 
? thing: Bob Dylan, Tom Astor, George Strait, 

: Tony Bennett, Karen Carpenter, Perry Como, : ments, not just for libido and maybe late : friend says, and just see if it works. You 
: (ortoo-early) puberty but for infertility, Yay! : 
: Elvis, Goldfrapp, Cyndi Lauper, Darlene : But we're getting ahead of ourselves here. : 
: Love, Johnny Mathis, Ozzy Osbourne, Dolly : None of this works yet, unless you're a Si- 
: berian hamster. 


+ Twins and Enrico Ruggeri) and their libidos : 


: Bing Crosby, Rosemary Clooney, Eurythmics, : 


: Parton, Frank Sinatra, Stryper, The Cocteau 


completely shut off in the winter. 


: tin" regulates the release of the reproduc- 


: tree-swinging days. Our bodies know this, 


even if our monkey minds often gets too 


: distracted by the bright shininess of modern 
: hamsters. | doubt it will turn out to be this : technological existence to pay attention. Of 
: simple in humans but, for the hamsters, kiss- = 


course the seasons affect us. 
So what can you do? Your therapist friend 


= may be right, maybe you don't have the 
to hear, though, and not just for the ham- : sort of seriously sad SAD that requires 
sters, that hamsters given kisspeptin during 2 serious intervention, but maybe you have 
: the winter still respond to it It appears that : subsyndromal seasonal affective disorder, 
i's the kisspeptin that keeps the hamsters : the milder kind (Im willing to bet that | do, 
from reproducing during the Siberian win- : and we have plenty of company). Maybe 


could take a lovely "get your groove back" 


: beach vacation. You could make sure you 
: get out of the office every day at lunch. Or 


: you could just figure that having a low libido 


| know I'm weird this way, but | always : for three months a year is not the most hor- 


= enjoy a sudden sharp reminder that we : 


ft turns out that a neuropeptide called, : are, despite our opposable-thumb-wielding, 


+ adorably but only coincidentally, "kisspep- : Wikipedia-consulting ways, really just very : 
: large hamsters. We are living in real bodies 
: tive hormones gonadatropin-releasing hor- : which exist on a real planet (with seasons) : 


mone and luteinizing hormone and allows : and which have barely changed since our 


: rible thing that could possibly happen, and 
: hibernate until it's over. You wouldn't be the 
> first mammal to just pull the covers over 


her head and wait for the solstice. Your next 


: mate can wait. 
: Love, Andrea 


er Series). Promote healthy habits to high school 
students. Set up events. E: abhealthgroup@ 
gmail.com; aboriginalhealthgroup.org 


Deep Freeze, Jan 9-10, winter festival, need volun- 
teers; contact Judy 780 496 1913; artsontheave.org 


CNIB's Friendly Visitor Program needs volunteers 
to Help and be a sighted guide with a friendly 
voice. If you can help someone with vision loss 
visit cnib,ca or call 780. 453.8304 


ADULT 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 
Try it FREE! 18+ 
780.665.0808 
403,313,3330 


1005 OF HOT LOCAL SINGLES 
It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403.770.0990 


Bicycle Mechanic Volunteers for Bissell Centre 
community homeless or near homelessness 
members on Mon, Wed, Fri, 9am-1zpm. Contact 
Linda 780.423.2285 ext 134 


The Learning Centre Literacy Association: seek- 
ing an artist or arts & craftsperson that would be 
willing to commit 2 hrs weekly to the instruc 
tion of their passion to adultliteracy learners 
in the inner city. Denis Lapierre 780.429.0675, 
dilearningcentre@shaw.ca 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refu- 
gee immigrants to their medical appointments 
to give support and assist with paperwork. Thu, 
10;30am-2:30pm. Transportation not required. 

Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society needs 
volunteers to work with adult students in the 
ESL English as a Second Language Program. Call 
780.424.5514; training and materials are provided 


S.C ARS.: Second Chance Animal Rescue Society. 
Our dogs are TV stars! Watch Global TV every Sat 
at 9:45 AM where new, wonderful dogs will be 
profiled. scarscare.org 


a ESSE eee 
BISSELL CENTRE Community in need of basic 
daily items, please bring: coffee, sugar, powdered 
creamer, diapers, baby formula to Bissell Centre 
East, 10527-96 St, Mon-Fri, 8:30am-4:30pm. 


SACRED Edmonton Sour sacredeatingdisor- 
ders.com; An Eating Disorder Intensive Recovery 
Program for those with anorexia or with bulimia. 

E: sacred6@telus.net; T: 780.429.3380 


= See Se 
Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
shana S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for the 
family members and friends of sex addicts. Call 
780.988.4411 for Edmonton area meeting locations 
and information, sanon.org 


SS. Sees 
SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 
Centre of Edmonton (sace.ab.ca) provides crisis 
intervention, info, counseling, public education. 
Tr 780.423.4102/F: 780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 780.423.4121 


=i | See eee 
‘Are you an International Medical Graduate seek- 
ing Heensure? The Alberta International Medical 
Graduates Association is here to help. Support, 
study groups, volunteer opportunities-all while 
creating change for tomorrow. aimga.ca 


SS SS eee ee 
Canadian Mental Health Association, cmha-ed- 
monton.ab.ca Education ST innayhe 

to give skills to interyene wi may 
at nk for suicide. Follow the links to ASIST or call 
780.414.6300 
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STEAMWORKS GAY & BI MENS BATHHOUSE. 


247 
11745 JASPER AVE. 780.451.5554 
WWW.STEAMWORKSEDMONTON.COM 


#1 SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403.313.3311 


Chal with 100's of HOT naughty qirls! 


Nigh iting. 


Edmonton 


780-665-6565 


A cn oo & 
/! BABES 


Calgary 403-31 3-331 1 I 
Other Cities 1-877-834-4044 ] 


Mobile pay, text “SCORE” to 96669 ser 


o 


- 


403-313-3330 
1-900-451-3333 


Edmonton 


geo 665-0608 


bestpickupllines 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2815 


780.413.7122 


® 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24*) 


Try Cree Tet ot ro. Ter “rata SPREE + wormcreine.c8 
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Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


University of Alberta Libraray 


= 
PO Box 41021 
5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 
>) T6G 238 


5 good food for all! 


MADE IN GREAT BRITAIN , 
can 


> 
Salita TUd4, ‘ 
- 3 
Ms ' fo ua 
| : Apple Cider 
ge “ha 
I . 7 
\ 3 
1 
MADE IN USA a 
z 
- = — «a one a i 
yy ; ; 
Kettle Potato Ch 
All [ la ou; 
7 Ri 
. YON Dor 
MADE IN USA — 
He2as @ eo, Ee Ee ee asnunae 


r 
pe Beeee ke eee seo ee ee “Tr cee eeee ee eee 


PLANCT ORGANIC 


M A R IK E. Bi 


Edmonton North - 12120 Jasper Avenue « 780-452-4921 
Edmonton South « 7917 - 104 Street - 780-433-6807 


Open 7 days a week + 9am-9pm = www.planetorganic.ca 
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